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S e c tio n  I W h a t  is R e lig io n ?

E s s a y : " T i l t i n g  a t  W i n d m i l l s : D e f i n i n g  a n d  P r e d i c t i n g  R e l i g i o n "

R ead ings:

D efin ing  R elig ion
1. A sad , T a la l .  1 9 9 3 . " T h e  C o n s t r u c t io n  o f  R e lig io n  a s  a n  A n th r o p o lo g ic a l  C a te g o ry ."

F ro m  G enealogies o f  R eligion: D isc ip lin e  a n d  R easons o f  P ow er in  C h r is tia n ity  a n d  Islam , 

2 7 - 5 4 .  B a ltim o re : J o h n s  H o p k in s  U n iv e rs i ty  Press.
This classic essay challenges Clifford Geertz's famous definition o f  religion, and  suggests that the 
concept o f  religion itself m ay he a social construct that is fundam entally shaped b y  Western,
Christian assumptions,

2 . M c G u ire , M e re d i th  B. 2 0 0 8 . " C o n te s te d  M e a n in g s  a n d  D e f in it io n a l  B o u n d a r ie s :  

H is to r ic iz in g  t h e  S o c io lo g y  o f  R e lig io n ."  F ro m  L iv e d  R eligion: F a ith  a n d  Practice  

in  E veryday  L ife , 1 9 -4 4 .  N e w  Y ork : O x fo rd  U n iv e rs i ty  Press.
This essay recounts some o f  the history o f  the concept o f  religion, and argues that sociologists 
should be paying greater attention to the concept o f  lived religion rather than focusing primarily 
on official religions.

Im a g in in g  R e lig io n 's  F u tu re
3 . B erger, P e te r  L. 19 6 7 . S e le c t io n s  f ro m  T h e  Sacred C a nopy: E lem en ts  o f  a  Sociological 

Theory o f  Religion, 1 0 6 -1 1 1 ,  1 2 5 -1 2 8 . G a r d e n  C ity :  D o u b le d a y .
These selections from Berger's classic book present the secularization thesis that was dominant in 
the sociology o f  religion throughout much o f  the twentieth century.

4. W a rn e r ,  R. S te p h e n .  1 9 9 3 . S e le c t io n s  f ro m  " W o rk  in  P ro g re ss  T o w a rd  a N e w  P a ra d ig m  

fo r  th e  S o c io lo g ic a l S tu d y  o f  R e lig io n  in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s ."  A m e rica n  fo u rn a l o f  Sociology  

9 8 (5 ): 1 0 4 4 -1 0 4 6 , 1 0 7 4 -1 0 9 3 .
Warner's classic “new  paradigm" essay describes a m ovem ent away from secularization theory among 
some sociologists o f  religion. W arner suggests tha t a  ‘‘new  paradigm" o f  religious change is growing 
in the field.

5 . B erger, P e te r  L. 19 9 9 . " T h e  D e s e c u la r iz a t io n  o f  th e  W o r ld :  A G lo b a l O v e rv ie w ."  In

T h e  D esecu la riza tio n  o f  th e  W orld: R esurgent Relig ion a n d  W o rld  P olitics, e d .  P e te r  L. B erger, 

1 -1 8 . G r a n d  R ap id s : W ill ia m  B. E e rd m a n s .
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Лѕ i f  in reply to Warner's essay, Berger began in the 1990s to openly renounce h is allegiance to 
secularization theory. This essay offers a clear explanation o f  his decision.

6. B ruce, S te v e . 2 0 0 1 . " T h e  C u r io u s  C a se  o f  t h e  U n n e c e s s a ry  R e c a n ta t io n :  B e rg er a n d  

S e c u la r iz a t io n ."  In  Peter Berger a n d  th e  S tu d y  o f  Religion, e d .  L in d a  W o o d h e a d ,  8 7 -1 0 0 . 

N e w  Y ork : R o u tle d g e
N ot all sociologists o f  religion have taken on Warner's new  paradigm. Some, particularly in Europe, 
continue to believe tha t European societies are becoming permanently secular. Steve Bmce is an  
important proponent o f  secularization theory, and in this essay he lays out his support for the theory, 
countering Berger's arguments against it.

7. H e e la s , P a u l a n d  L in d a  W o o d h e a d .  2 0 0 5 . S e le c t io n s  f ro m  " B r in g in g  t h e  S ac red  to  Life: 

E x p la in in g  S a c ra l iz a tio n  a n d  S e c u la r iz a t io n ."  F ro m  T h e  S p iritu a l R evo lu tion : W h y  Religion  

is  G iv in g  W a y  to  Sp iritu a lity , 7 7 -8 2 ,  9 4 - 1 1 0 ,  1 2 3 -1 2 8 . L o n d o n :  B lack w ell.
Heelas and W oodhead offer another perspective on religious change in Europe, suggesting that there 
has been a sh ift from "life-as religion," or ascribed and dogmatic religion, to "subjective-life spirituality," 
or a more personalized, negotiated form o f  religious belief and  practice.

S e c tio n  II R e lig io n  a n d  S o c ia l I n s t i tu t io n s

Essay: "R eligion , State, a n d  N a tio n"

R e a d in g s:

R elig ion , S ta te , a n d  L a w
8 . A sh iw a , Y o s h ik o . 2 0 0 9 . " P o s i t io n in g  R e lig io n  in  M o d e rn i ty :  S ta te  a n d  B u d d h is m  in  

C h in a ."  I n  M a k in g  Religion, M a k in g  th e  S ta te: T h e  P o litics o f  Relig ion in  M odern  C h in a , 

e d .  Y o s h ik o  A sh iw a  a n d  D a v id  L. W a n k , 4 3 -7 0 .
Asltiwa's article traces the complicated relationship between Buddhism and the Chinese state over the 
course o f  tlie twentieth century and  into the twenty-first.

9 . H a n n ,  C h r is  a n d  M a th ijs  P e lk m a n s . 2 0 0 9 . " R e a l ig n in g  R e lig io n  a n d  P o w e r in  

C e n tr a l  A sia: Is la m , N a t io n -S ta te  a n d  (P o s t)S o c ia lism .” E urope-A sia  S tu d ie s  

6 1 (9 ): 1 5 1 7 -1 5 4 1 .
Hann and Pelkmans’ study o f  Islam in several central Asian states dovetails nicely with A shiw a's piece, 
offering not only a perspective on the role o f  religion in two former Soviet republics but also an analysis 
o f  the relationship between M uslims in  Western China and the Chinese state.

R elig io n  a n d  th e  N a tio n
10. B e lla h , R o b e r t  N . 19 6 7 . "C iv il  R e lig io n  in  A m e ric a ."  D a ed a lu s  9 6 (1 ) :  1 -2 1 .

Bellah's classic essay on civil religion sparked the interest and  curiosity o f  m any  scholars o f  religion. 
W ritten during the U.S. war in Vietnam, this piece concludes w ith a consideration o f  the U.S. culture's 
response to what Bellah calls a  "third time o f  trial."

11 . L o n g , C h a r le s  H . 1 9 9 5 . “C iv il  R ig h ts -C iv il  R e lig io n : V is ib le  P e o p le  a n d  In v is ib le  

P e o p le ."  F ro m  S ign ifica tio n s: S igns, S ym b o ls , a n d  Im ages in  th e  In terpre ta tion  o f  Religion, 

1 6 1 -1 6 8 , 170 . A u ro ra : T h e  D av ies  G ro u p .
lu s t as m any scholars o f  religion have found the concept o f  civil religion helpful in pondering the 
relationship between religion and the nation, so too others have leveled powerful critiques against 
the concept. In this essay, Charles Long asks who is actually included in the civil religion o f  a country 
built on the backs o f  slaves.
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12 . J u e rg e n s m e y e r ,  M ark . 2 0 0 8 . " T h e  M i l i t a n t  C h r i s t ia n  R ig h t  in  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s ."  

F ro m  G loba l R ebellion: R elig ious C ha llenges to  tlie  Secu lar S ta te , fro m  C h ristia n  

M ilitia s  to  a l Q aeda , 1 8 2 -1 9 2 . B erk e ley : U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a li fo rn ia  Press.
Nationalism can take m any forms, am i one o f  those forms believes in the necessity o f  a theocratic 
future for the United States, juergensmeyer's study introduces the reader to some o f  these movements.

13. S k y a , W a lte r  Л . 2 0 0 9 . S e le c t io n s  f ro m  I  а р а п 's H o ly  W a r: T h e  Ideology o f  

R a d ica l S h in to  U ltra n a tio n a lism , 2 9 7 - 3 2 8 .  D u rh a m : D u k e  U n iv e r s i ty  Press.
Skya explores the connections between religion and  nationalism in early twentieth-century japan, up to 
and including W orld W ar II. Though he does not mention civil religion, his analysis bears a striking 
resemblance to Bellah’s concept, raising the possibility tha t civil religion can be just as dangerous as, 
to Bellah, it is powerful.

S e c tio n  III R e lig io n  a n d  S o c ia l P o w e r

Essay: "R eligion , O ppression , a n d  Resistance"

R ead ings: 

T h e o riz in g  R e lig io n  a n i l  P ow er
14 . M a rx , K arl. 11844] 1 9 8 6 . I n t r o d u c t io n  t o  t h e  C o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  C ritiq u e  o f  Hegel's 

P hilo so p h y  o f  L aw . R e p r in te d  in  K arl M arx: A  Reader, ed . J o n  E ls te r, 3 0 1 - 3 0 2 .  

N e w  Y ork: C a m b r id g e  U n iv e r s i ty  Press.
This selection is Marx's classic statement on religion— required reading for anyone seeking to 
understand the connections between religion and social power.

15 . D u  B ois, W .E .B . [1 9 0 3 ] 19 9 5 . " O f  O u r  S p ir i tu a l  S tr iv in g s "  a n d  “ O f th e  F a ith  

o f  th e  F a th e r s .” F ro m  T h e  Sou ls o f  b la ck  Folk, e d . R a n d a l  K e n a n , 4 3 - 5 3 ,  2 1 0 - 2 2 5 .  

N e w  Y ork : S ig n e t  C la ss ic s .
A n early sociologist with a strong interest in Black cultures in the United States, Du Bois offers a 
perspective on the strengths and weaknesses o f  religion in resisting the powerful forces o f  slavery and  racism.

16. M e d in a ,  L ara . 2 0 0 6 . "N e p a n tla  S p i r i tu a l i ty :  N e g o t ia t in g  M u lt ip le  R e lig io u s  Id e n ti t ie s  

a m o n g  U.S. L a tin a s ."  In  R e th in k in g  L a tin o (a ) Relig ion  a n d  Id e n tity ,  ed . 

M ig u e l A. d e  la  T o rre  a n d  G a s tó n  E sp in o sa , 2 4 8 - 2 6 6 .  C le v e la n d :  P ilg r im  Press.
The N ahuatl word n ep an tla  refers to a m iddle space. Medina uses this concept to theorize the 
lived religions o f  Latinas and their ancestors, blended religions tha t often exist e n  nepantla , 
or in the middle, between a t least tw o official, or established, religions.

E n a c tin g  R elig ion  a n i l  P ow er
17 . M c C a r th y  B ro w n , K a re n . 1 9 9 1 . S e le c t io n s  f ro m  M a m a  Lola: A  V odou Priestess 

in  B rooklyn , 1 0 9 -1 3 3 .  B e rk e ley : U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a li fo rn ia  Press.
This selection from Brown's classic study o f  Vodou examines the ways in which Vodou practice 
and beliefs affect a  Haitian-American fam ily's dealings w ith the racism and  xenophobia o f  the state.

18 . M a h m o o d ,  S a b a . 2 0 0 5 . "A g e n c y , G e n d e r ,  a n d  E m b o d im e n t ."  F ro m  P olitics o f  Piety: T h e  

Is la m ic  R eviva l a n d  th e  F em in is t Subject, 1 5 3 -1 8 8 . P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  Press. 
Mahmood's excellent study o f  conservative M uslim  women in Egypt led her to question Western fem inist 
ideas about agency and women's oppression. In this selection, she explores how  the women w ith whom  
she worked laid claim to authority and navigated the complex networks o f  power w ithin Egypt a t the 
end o f  the twentieth century.
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19 . Yip, A n d re w  K.T. 2 0 0 5 . " Q u e e r in g  R e lig io u s  T e x ts :  A n  E x p lo r a t io n  o f  B ritish  

N o n - h e te r o s e x u a l  C h r i s t ia n s ' a n d  M u s lim s ' S tra te g y  o f  C o n s t r u c t in g

S e x u a li ty -a f f irm in g  H e rm e n e u tic s ."  Sociology  3 9 (1 ) :  4 7 - 6 5 .  2 9 7
This article offers readers a study o f  how  British gay men, lesbians, and bisexuals negotiate w ith 
religious traditions often deemed homophobic, in order to create space for themselves within 
those traditions.

2 0 . D z m u ra ,  N o a c h .  2 0 1 0 . " ln te r s e x e d  B o d ies  in  M is h n a h :  A T ra n s la tio n  a n d  a n  

A c tiv is t 's  R e a d in g  o f  M is h n a h  A n d ro g y n o s "  a n d  "A n  A n c ie n t  S tra te g y  fo r 

M a n a g in g  G e n d e r  A m b ig u ity ."  In  B a la n c in g  o n  th e  M ech itza : T ransgender  

in  th e  Jew ish  C o m m u n ity ,  e d .  N o a c h  D z m u ra ,  1 6 3 -1 6 6 , 1 7 0 -1 8 1 . B erk e ley :

N o r th  A tla n t ic  B o o k s. 309
Dzmura's essay complements Yip's article, in  that Dzmura demonstrates som e o f  the strategies
described by Yip. Drawing from the tradition o f  rabbinic commentary in Judaism, Dzmura
argues that the Jewish tradition has both space anil resources for the inclusion o f
transgender people.

S e c tio n  IV R e lig io n  a n d  S o c ia l M o v e m e n ts  319

E s s a y : " C h a n g i n g  R e l i g i o n s ,  C h a n g i n g  W o r l d s "

R ead in g s:

R elig ion  in  S o c ia l M o ve m en ts  333
2 1 . J e u n g ,  R u sse ll. 2 0 0 7 . "F a ith -B a se d , M u l t ie th n ic  T e n a n t  O rg a n iz in g :  

T h e  O a k  P ark  S to ry ."  In  R elig ion  a n d  Socia l Justice  fo r  Im m ig ra n ts ,  e d .

P ie r re t te  H o n d a g n e u -S o te lo ,  5 9 - 7 3 .  P isc a ta w a y : R u tg ers  U n iv e r s i ty  Press. 333
Jeung bases h is article on a  lengthy study conducted while he was living in sub-standard
housing in the San Francisco area. A scholar-activist, Jeung played a role in assisting his
largely immigrant neighbors in their successful legal battle against their landlord for
better living conditions. The article focuses on the role o f  religion in organizing for
social justice.

2 2 . C a m p b e l l ,  D a v id  C . a n d  C a r in  R o b in so n . 2 0 0 7 . " R e lig io u s  C o a l i t io n s  fo r 

a n d  A g a in s t G a y  M a rr ia g e : T h e  C u l tu r e  W a r  R ages O n ."  In  T h e  P olitics o f  

Sam e-S ex  M arriage, ed . C ra ig  A. R im m e rm a n  a n d  C ly d e  W ilc o x , 1 3 1 -1 5 4 .

C h ic a g o :  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C h ic a g o  P ress . 3 4 5
M any people in the United States and elsewhere believe tha t the only role religion plays in
debates over same-sex marriage is a conservative one, seeking to m aintain the status quo and
working against efforts to legalize same-sex marriage. However, Campbell and Robinson
demonstrate that, as with m any  social issues, religious groups have coalesced on all sides o f
the same-sex marriage debates.

2 3 . S m ith ,  L isa A n n  a n d  L ori G . B e a m a n . 2 0 1 0 . " D is p la c in g  R e lig io n , D is a rm in g  Law: 

S i tu a t in g  Q u a k e r  S p i r i tu a l i ty  in  t h e  'T r id e n t  T h r e e ' C a se ."  Socia l C o m p a ss

5 7 (4 ): 5 0 3 - 5 2 0 .  3 6 0
The “Trident Three" peace activists significantly damaged a submarine control center in Scotland, 
bringing a sizeable number o f  Britain's nuclear weapons offline. Sm ith  and Beaman discuss the roles 
tha t religion played in the activists' motivation and  in the subsequent trial.
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R elig io n s a s  S o c ia l M o ve m en ts
2 4 . S h a ffir , W il l ia m . 1 9 9 5 . " W h e n  P r o p h e c y  is  N o t  V a lid a te d :  E x p la in in g  t h e  U n e x p e c te d  

in  a  M e ss ia n ic  C a m p a ig n ."  T h e  Jew ish  Journa l o f  Sociology  3 7 (2 ): 1 1 9 -1 3 6 .
Shaffir's study focuses on Hasidic Judaism— a pietistic, ultra-Ortliodox movement that believed its chief 
rabbi to be tlie Messiah— and considers how the m ovement reacted to the rabbi's death. In the process o f  
considering these events, Shaffir revisits Leon Festinger's mid-twentieth century work on the failure o f  prophecy.

2 5 . U rb a n , H u g h  B. 2 0 0 6 .  " T h e  A ge o f  S a ta n :  S a ta n ic  Sex a n d  th e  B lack  M ass, f ro m  

F a n ta s y  t o  R e a lity ."  F ro m  M a g ia  Sexua lis: Sex, M agic, a n d  L ibera tion  in  M odern  

W estern  E so teric ism , 1 9 1 -2 2 1 .  B e rk e ley : U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a li fo rn ia  Press.
There is perhaps no better example o f  the power o f  stereotypes than tha t o f  the new religious movement 
known as the Church o f  Satan. Beseiged— sometimes to followers' dismay, sometimes to their 
delight— by images ofSatanists as rapists, anim al torturers, and  child molesters, the Church o f  
Satan is in reality an anti-religion hedonist group that has more in common w ith Nietzsche than 
with the serial killers tha t fill horror movies. In this selection, Urban traces the history and  
development o f  this much-maligned group.

S e c tio n  V R e lig io n , L ocal a n d  G lo b a l

E s s a y : " L o c a l  a n d  G l o b a l : B l u r r i n g  t h e  B o u n d a r i e s "

R ead in g s:

Relig ion, Im m ig r a tio n , a n d  T r a n s n a tio n a l is m
2 6 . L ev itt, P eg g y . 2 0 0 7 .  "A  N e w  R e lig io u s  A rc h i te c tu re ."  F ro m  G o d  N eeds N o  Passport: 

Im m ig ra n ts  a n d  th e  C h a n g in g  A m e r ica n  R eligious L a ndscape , 1 1 3 -1 3 5 . N e w  Y ork:

T h e  N e w  Press.
Drawn from a larger study o f  religion and  immigration, this selection proposes a number o f  models 
for the interaction o f  religion w ith immigrant and transnational communities.

2 7 . R e d s to n e  A k re sh , l ia n a .  2 0 1 1 .  " I m m ig r a n ts ' R e lig io u s  P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  

U n i te d  S ta te s ."  E th n ic  a n d  R acia l S tu d ie s  3 4 (4 ) :  6 4 3 -6 6 1 .
One o f  the few  quantitative studies among these readings, Akresh's work revisits the long-standing 
question o f  how  immigrants change their religious practices and commitments when they arrive in 
the United States. She confirms the suggestion that others have made based on qualitative and  
historical data, tha t involvement in religious institutions increases upon immigration.

2 8 . B e n d ix s e n , S y n n o v e . 2 0 1 0 .  " I s la m  a s  a  N e w  U rb a n  I d e n t i ty ?  Y o u n g  F e m a le  M u s lim s  

C r e a t in g  a  R e lig io u s  Y o u th  C u l tu r e  in  B e r lin ."  In  Gender, R elig ion , a n d  M igration: 

P a th w a ys  o f  In teg ra tio n ,  e d .  G le n d a  T ib e  B o n ifa c io  a n d  V iv ie n n e  S .M . A n g e le s , 9 5 -1 1 4 .  

N e w  Y ork: L e x in g to n  B ooks.
In this study o f  young M uslim women in  Berlin, Bendixsen explores the phenomenon o f  a “return to Islam" 
and the women's quest for a “pure" as opposed to "traditional,"  form  o f  their religion.

R elig ion  a n d  V iolence, L oca l a n d  G loba l
2 9 . N a so n -C la rk , N a n c y . 2 0 0 9 . " C h r i s t i a n i ty  a n d  t h e  E x p e r ie n c e  o f  D o m e s t ic  V io le n c e :

W h a t  D o e s  F a ith  H a v e  to  D o  w ith  I t? "  Social W o rk  a n d  C h r is tia n ity  3 6 (4 ): 3 7 9 -3 9 3 .  
Nason-Clark, who has dedicated her career to work on religion and domestic violence, reviews in this 
article the varied and complex interactions between Christianity and  domestic violence, from resources 
for working against domestic violence to teachings tha t encourage it.
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3 0 . Ja c o b s , J a n e t .  2 0 1 1 . " T h e  C ro s s -G e n e ra t io n a l  T r a n s m is s io n  o f  T ra u m a :  R itu a l a n d  

E m o t io n  a m o n g  S u rv iv o rs  o f  t h e  H o lo c a u s t ."  Jo u rn a l o f  C o n tem p o ra ry  E thnography  

4 0 (3 ): 3 4 2 -3 6 1 .
Jacobs' ortiele examines the relationship to Jewish ritual among Holocaust survivors and  their 
descendants. Jacobs finds that even though the descendants did not experience the Holocaust 
directly, they are indirectly and powerfully affected by  it. Those effects, in turn, fundam entally  
influence their relationship— both positive and  negative— to Jewish ritual.

3 1 . W e s s in g e r , C a th e r in e  L. 2 0 0 0 . " H o w  t h e  M il le n n iu m  C o m e s  V io le n t ly ."  F ro m  

H o w  th e  M ille n n iu m  C om es V io len tly: F rom  Jo nestow n  to  H e a ve n 's  G ate , 1 2 -2 9 . 

N e w  Y ork : S e v e n  B ridges.
Wessinger proposes a model for understanding the connections between millennialism— the belief 
in an end time— and  violence perpetrated both by and  against religious groups.

3 2 . K in g , R ic h a rd .  2 0 0 7 . " T h e  A s so c ia t io n  o f  'R e lig io n ' w i th  V io le n c e : R e fle c tio n s  o n  a 

M o d e r n  T ro p e .” In  R eligion a n ti V io lence in  S o u th  A sia : T h eo ry  a n d  Practice, ed . 

J o h n  R. H in n e l l s  a n d  R ic h a rd  K ing , 2 2 6 - 2 5 7 .  N e w  Y ork: R o u tle d g e .
King’s article brings the book full-circle, in  that like Asad, King is suspicious o f  Western-centered 
explanations o f  religion— in this case, specifically o f  religion and  violence— that purport to be 
universal yet rely on few examples from  outside o f  Europe and  North America.
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