
S i m o n  G i n d i k i n

T a l e s  o f  M a t h e m a t i c i a n s  a n d  P h y s i c i s t s

T his rev ised  a n d  grea tly  ex p an d ed  seco n d  ed ition  of the  
R u ss ia n  tex t Tales o f  Physicists a n d  M athem aticians  c o n ta in s  a 
w ealth  of new  in fo rm atio n  a b o u t th e  lives a n d  acco m p lish ­
m e n ts  of m o re  th a n  a  dozen  s c ie n tis ts  th ro u g h o u t five 
c e n tu r ie s  o f h is to ry : from  th e  first s te p s  in  a lg eb ra  u p  to  new  
ach iev em en ts  in geom etry  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  p hysics . The 
h e ro es  of th e  book a re  ren o w n ed  figu res from  early  e ra s , su ch  
a s  C ard an o , Galileo, H uygens, Leibniz, P asca l, E uler, Lagrange, 
a n d  Laplace, a s  well som e sc ie n tis ts  of th e  la s t  cen tu ry : Klein, 
P o incaré , a n d  R am an u jan .

A u n iq u e  m ix tu re  o f m a th e m a tic s , p h y sics , a n d  h isto ry , th is  
volum e p rov ides b io g rap h ica l g lim pses of s c ie n tis ts  a n d  th e ir  
c o n tr ib u tio n s  in th e  co n tex t of th e  socia l a n d  political b ack ­
g ro u n d  of th e ir  tim es . T he a u th o r  ex am in es  m an y  orig inal 
so u rces , from  th e  s c ie n tis ts ’ re s e a rc h  p a p e rs  to th e ir  p e rso n a l 
d o c u m en ts  a n d  le tte rs  to  frien d s  a n d  fam ily; fu rth e rm o re , 
de ta iled  m a th em atica l a rg u m e n ts  a n d  d iag ram s a re  su p p lied  to 
he lp  exp la in  som e o f th e  m o st sign ifican t d iscoveries in 
c a lc u lu s , ce les tia l m ech an ic s , n u m b e r  theo ry , a n d  m a th e m a ­
tica l p h y s ic s . W h at em erg es  a re  in tr ig u in g , m u ltiface ted  
s tu d ie s  o f a  n u m b e r  of re m ark ab le  in te lle c tu a ls  a n d  th e ir  sc ien ­
tific legacy.

W ritten  by a  d is tin g u ish ed  m a th e m a tic ia n  a n d  access ib le  to 
re a d e rs  a t  a ll levels, th is  book is a  w o n d erfu l re so u rce  for bo th  
s tu d e n ts  a n d  te a c h e rs  a n d  a  w elcom e in tro d u c tio n  to  the 
h is to ry  o f science.
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