
The nam e Bourbaki is known to every m athem atician. Many also 
know som ething of the  origins of Bourbaki, yet few know the full 
story. In 1935, a sm all group of young m athem aticians in France 
decided to write a fundam ental trea tise  on analysis to replace the 
standard  texts of the time. They ended up w riting the m ost influen­
tial and sweeping m athem atical trea tise  of the  tw entieth  century, 
Les élements de mathématique.

M aurice M ashaal lifts the  veil from th is  secret society, showing us 
how heated debates, schoolboy humor, and the  devotion and hard  
work of the  m em bers produced the  ten  books th a t  took them  over 
sixty years to write. The book has m any first-hand accounts of the 
origins of Bourbaki, their meetings, their sem inars, and the members 
themselves. He also discusses the lasting influence th a t Bourbaki has 
had on m athem atics, through both the Élements and the Seminaires. 
The book is illustrated w ith num erous rem arkable photographs.
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