
C o n t e n t s

Introduction 9

I. Topic/ Comment Articulation (TCA) in
Czechoslovak Linguistics 15
1. Results Achieved 15

1.1 Historical Background 15
1.2 Main Points of Agreement 17

1.21 Autonomy of TCA 17
1.22 Communicative Dynamism 18
1.23 Three Layers of TCA 19
1.24 TCA and Quantification 22
1.25 Concluding remarks 22

2. Open Questions 24
2.1 How to Define the Basic Notions? 24
2.2 Articulation of What? 27

2.21 Sentence and Utterance 27
2.22 Sentence and its Parts 28

2.3 How to Keep Apart Types of Constructions? 29
2.4 Second Instance 32
2.5 A Basis for the Explanation of TCA 39
2.6 TCA and the Levels of Language System 42

II. Empirical Aspects 45
3. Contextual Soundness and the Question Test 45

3.1 Communicative Dynamism and Communicative 45
Importance



4

3.2 Question Test and Boundness Juncture 49
3.3 Focus as a Linguistic Unit 57
3.4 Communicative Dynamism inside the

Bound Segment 59
3.5 Communicative Dynamism inside the

Focus 64
3.6 Systemic Ordering of Participants 67
3.7 The Status of Boundness Juncture 68
3.8 Stock of Shared Knowledge 70

4. Topic/ Comment Articulation and Semantics 74
4.1 Meaning and Negation 75

4.11 Negation in Transformational Grammar 76
4.12 Some Prerequisites 79
4.13 Status and Position of Negation

in SR 81
4.14 Scope of Negation 84
4.15 Semantic Representation of Negation 91
4.16 Linguistic Negation and Negation

in Logic 92
4.17 Negation of Contextually Non- Bound

Sentences 96
4.18 Examples Relevant for Generative

Description 98
4.2 Presupposition and Allegation 103

4.21 A Short Survey of Views on Pre­
suppositions 104

4.22 Three Types of Presuppositions 105
4.23 Chomsky's Notion of Presupposition 106
4.24 Allegation 108



5

4.25 Presuppositions and the Structure
of the Sentence 110

4.3 Conditions of the Use of Sentences 111
4.31 Some Comments on Keenan's Approach 111
4.32 Use of Sentences 114
4.33 Use of Sentences and TCA 118

4.4 Truth Conditions and Linguistic Meaning 122
4.41 Sentences with Quantification 125
4.42 Exhaustive Listing 129
4.43 Sentences without Overt

Quantification 131
4.44 CD and Distributivity 132
4.45 Semantic Autonomy of TCA 137
4.46 CD and Linguistic Meaning 133
4.47 Some Conclusions 142

5‘ Place of Topic/ Comment Articulation in
the Description of Language 146
5.1 TCA and the Levels 147
5.2 TCA and the Units 150
5.3 TCA and the Size of Units 151

5.31 Units Smaller than the Sentence 151
5.32 Units Larger than the Sentence 156

III. Generative Description 161
6. Topic/ Comment Articulation in Trans­

formational Generative Grammar 161
6.1 Presupposition and Focus in Extended

Standard Theory 161
, . r 6.2 TCA and Global Constraints 165



6

6.3 TCA and Fillmore's Mysteries 167
6.4 European and Japanese Theories of TCA

in a Transformational Framework 171
6.41 Dahl's Approach 171
6.42 Kuno's Approach 172
6.43 Some Other Proposals 176

7. Functional Generative Description,
Background and Motivations 177
7.1 Two Types of Generative Descriptions 177

7.11 Chomsky's Conditions on a
Generative Description 177

7.12 Remarks on Interpretive Semantics 177
7.13 Stratificational Systems 179

7.2 Predicate Logic and Semantic Structure
of the Sentence 181
7.21 The Order of Elements 181
7.22 Phrase Structure and Dependency

Syntax 183
7.23 Obligatory and Optional

Participants 185
7.3 Contextual Boundness 190
7.4 Some Examples of SR's of Sentences 192
7.5 Performative Hypersentence 193
7.6 An Interpretation of the -SR's 199

8. Topic/ Comment Articulation in the Frame­
work of Functional Generative Description 204
8.1 Generative Component 204

8.11 Preliminaries 204
8.12 Definitions 206



7

8.13 Interpretation 208
8.14 Theorems 209
8.15 TCA in the Generative Component 212
8.16 An Example . 214
8.17 The Meta—  Rules 217
8.18 Negation in the Generative

Component 221
8.19 A New Version of the Generative

Component 223
8.2 Transductive Components 225

8.21 Informal Account 225
8.22 Some Formal Properties 227
8.23 Some Rules for TCA 229
8.24 Examples 232
8.25 Notes to Transductive

Components for English 234
8.26 Some Conclusions 236

IV. Conclusions 239
9. A Generative Semantics Without

Global Constraints 239
9.1 A Coherent Form of Linguistic

Description 239
9.11 The Shape of the Description 239
9.12 Semantics and Communication 243

9.2 The Meaning of a Sentence 245
9 »3 A Remark on the Coherence of a Text 251
9.4 Main Results 252



8

Table 1 256
References 259
Notes 283


