
Contents

In tro d u ctio n : Morality in Modem and Postmodern Perspective 1

1. M ora l R esponsib ilities, E th ica l R ules 16

Moral uncertainty •  Ethical quandary • Moral judgement 
expropriated and reclaimed •  Postmodemity: morality without 
ethical code

2. T h e  E lusive U n ive rsality  37

Universaliím and its discontents • T he re-rooting o f  the uprooted 
self •  The moral limits o f  ethical universality •  T he solitude o f  the 
moral subject

3. T h e  E lusive F o u n d a tio n s  62

Building on distrust • Morality before freedom • The unfounded 
foundation • T he unbearable silence o f  responsibility



• 'V~V

vi Contents

4. T he M oral P a rty  o f  T w o 82

The asymmetry o f  l -T h o u  •  Aporia o f  proxim ity •  Morality as 
caress • Maladies and remedies and more maladies o f  love

5. B ey o n d  th e  M o ra l P a rty 110

The earthquake o f  the Third, or the birth o f  society •  Structure and 
counter-structure • Out-rationalizing the moral impulse • Out- 
aesthetizing the moral impulse • The natural history o f  structure and 
counter-structure •  The postmodern divorce •  E x it the nation-state, 
enter the tribes

6. Socia l Spaces: C o g n itiv e , A esthe tic , M o ra l 145

Knowing the Other, knowing o f  the Other •  T he alien next 
door •  The arcane art o f  mismeeting • T he stranger’s 
aporia •  Moral spacing: dismantling the cognitive space • The 
aesthetic space • Togetherness as playground • T h e  managed 
playground • Moral spacing: dismantling the aesthetic space •  N o  
man’s land, but one’s own

7. P r iv a te  M orals, P u b lic  R isks 186

Means unbound • Technological dissembly o f  the moral s e lf  •  ‘Risk  
society’: technology’s last stand •  T he snake chewing a t its tail • In 
search o f  ethical solutions to modernity’s problems

Moral progress? • T he new world disorder, or re-spacing the 
world •  Insecurity atul cruelty • Vagabond and tourist: postmodern 
types •  Postmodern wisdom, postmodern impotence

8. A n O v e rv iew : In  th e  E n d  is th e  B eg inn ing 223

Index 251


