Contents

Background to the Book

Introduction: Thinking Sociologically about Human Rights
Fundamental Questions

An Invitation to Human Rights

A Dilemma in Human Rights

The Human Rights Community

The Human Rights Canon

Human Rights, Social Policy, and Law

Special Features ofthe Book

Chapter i: Defining the Sociology of Human Rights
The Sociological Perspective

What Are Human Rights?

Negative Rights/Civil and Political Rights
Positive Rights/Economic and Social Rights
Cultural and Environmental Rights

Rights Bundling

What is the Sociology of Human Rights?
Sociological Angles on Human Rights

Major Concepts in the Sociology of Human Rights
Science, Values, and Rights Bundles
Globalization and Culture

Summary

Chapter 2: Classifying Human Rights

Why Do We Need to Rethink the Categories of Human
Rights?

Sociological Perspectives

Lumping and Splitting in the Domain of Human Rights

viii

e
Ok, -1Ch AP

22
23
26
27
30
32
34
35
37
41
43
46
49

51
53

55
57



vi Contents

Two Ways of Classifying Human Rights 60
Social Movements, Policy, and Law 64
The Circulation of Human Rights 68
Summary 71
Chapter 3: Civil and Political Rights 74
Preliminary Questions about Civil and Political Rights 74
The Legacy ofthe Enlightenment and the Three-Generations
Schema 78
Decolonization and Human Rights 81
The Bedrock ofthe Human Rights Canon? 83
The Role ofthe UN 85
Where Do Civil and Political Rights Fit? 87
Summary 9°
Chapter 4: Economic and Social Rights 93
Economy and Society 94
Preliminary Questions about Economic and Social Rights 97
Liberty, Equality, and the Legacy ofthe Enlightenment 99
Human Rights and the Political Chessboard 100
The Two Covenants 02
The Relational Character of Human Rights 103
Economic and Social Rights in the US Context 106
Summary 109
Chapter 5: Rights to Culture, the Environment, and
Sustainable Development 111
Solidarity or the Ties that Bind 111
Situating Collective Rights 113
Culture, Environment, and Development 114
The Specificity of Third-Generation Rights 115
Versions of Sustainable Development 117
Origins of Third-Generation Rights 120
Further Questions about Collective Rights 124
Summary 176
Chapter 6: Rights Bundles 128
Oxfam International, Amnesty International, and Rights
Bundling 178
Alternative Development 150

Angles on Human Rights 152



Historical Origins of Rights Bundling
Why Do We Need Rights Bundles?
Poverty as a Human Rights Puzzle
Formulating Rights Bundles
Subsidiarity

Three Rights Bundles

Summary

Conclusion: An Agenda for the Sociology of Human Rights
Human Rights, Peace, and Development
Social Science and Human Values
Rethinking Development
Global Governance
Rights Conditions, Rights Claims, and Rights Effects
A Research Agenda
Final Thoughts

Suggestionsfor Further Reading
Internet Resourcesfor Consultation
Terminology

References

Index

Contents

133
136
140
141
142
143
146

150
151
152
154
155
156
156
163

164
166
169
176
183

Vi



