
C O N T E N T S

Introduction • i

One Big Indian ■ 5 
A L L A N  J .  R Y A N

Teasing, Tolerating, Teaching:
Laughter and Community in Native Literature • 23 

K R I S T I N A  F A G A N

And Now, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Get Ready for Some (Ab)Original Stand-up Comedy ■ 51 

D O N  K E L L Y

Whacking the Indigenous Funny Bone:
Political Correctness vs. Native Humour, Round One ■ 67 

D R E W  H A Y D E N  T A Y L O R

Cree-atively Speaking ■ 85
J A N I C E  A C O O S E  A N D  N A T A S H A  B E E D S

Subversive Humour:
Canadian Native Playwrights’

Winning Weapon o f Resistance ■ 99
M I R J A M  H I R C H



How To Be as Funny as an Indian ■ 123 
I A N  F E R G U S O N

Buffalo Tales and Academic Trails ■ 133 
K A R E N  F R O M A N

Ruby Lips ■ 145
L O U I S E  P R O F E I T - L E B L A N C

Why Cree Is the Funniest o f All Languages ■ 159 
T O M S O N  H I G H W A Y

Performing Native Humour:
The Dead Dog Café Comedy Hour -169 

T H O M A S  K I N G

About the Contributors -187

Acknowledgements -191


