Contents

List of illustrations
List of tables

Notes on contributors
Preface
Acknowledgements

Introduction: the ghost off
Britain past

Introduction
Traditional Britain
National identities
National representatives
Conclusion

Exercises

Reading

Cultural examples

Xii

XV

Xvii

XX

18
25
34
35
37
38

2455574



CONTENTS

1 Place and environment:

nation and region 43
Introduction 45
Nation 47
Country 49
Region 53
County 58
City 61
Town 65
Village 70
Conclusion 73
Exercises 78
Reading 79
Cultural examples 80
2 Education, work and leisure 83
Introduction 85
Schools 85
Colleges and universities 89
Educational changes and trends 91
Employment 96
Unemployment and economic change 101
Leisure around the home 105
Public entertainment 109
New patterns in leisure 117
Trends in entertainment 119
Conclusion 123
Exercises 124
Reading 125

Cultural examples 126



3 Gender, sex, and the family

Introduction

The family unit

Gender and British institutions
Women and employment
Marriage and divorce
Parenting

Sexuality and identity
Conclusion

Exercises

Reading

Cultural examples

4  Youth culture and age

Introduction

Youth, teenagers and adolescents

Going out: ‘dressing up and dressing down
Staying in: young people and the media
Sex and drugs and Rock ’n’ Roll
Conclusion

Exercises

Reading

Cultural examples

’

5 Class and politics

Introduction

The upper class

The middle class

The working class
Saocial change

The nature of politics

CONTENTS

129

131
132
136
139
144
146
149
156
158
159
160

163

165
168
171
177
184
190
196
197
198

201

203
208
211
216
221
223



CONTENTS

Party politics 226
Voting behaviour 230
Conclusion 234
Exercises 236
Reading 237
Cultural examples 237
6 Ethnicity and language 241
Introduction 243
Variety of English 246
Gaelic, Scots, Welsh 251
New languages, new identities 254
Conclusion 268
Exercises 272
Reading 273
Cultural examples 274
7 Religion and heritage 277
Introduction 279
The established Church 285
Background religion 288
Other world religions in Britain 290
Religious festivals 295
The New Age 300
Religious differences: age and sex 304
The heritage industry 306
Conclusion 310
Exercises 311
Reading 312

Cultural examples 313



CONTENTS

Conclusion: present and future

Britain 315
Introduction 316
American and British 317
Multiculturalism and racism 321
Technology and the future 324
Conclusion 327
Reading 329
Cultural examples 329
Glossary 335
Index 341

Xl



Index

A Christmas Carol 4, 299

A levels 89

A Midsummer Night's
Dream 12

A Month in the Country
309

A Room with a View 309

Abbot, Diane 236

accent 12-13, 56, 207-8,
246, 248, 249, 250, 268,
271, 328, 335

Acid House 174

Act of Union 45

Act Up (Aids Coalition to
Unleash Power) 152

adolescence 168-71, 181,
182

age 165-7, 176

age of consent 153, 166

AIDS 149-52, 184, 185

Albion 19, 22

Alf Garnett 231

AH Creatures Great and
Small 309

Allan Quartermaine 18

Allo ‘Alio 309

Americanisation 69, 170,
179, 249-50, 296, 316,
317-21, 324

amphetamines (‘speed’) 186

Angles 8

Anglican Church 285-8,
295-300, 304-6

animals 59, 302

animation 120-1

Apache Indian 173

Arbuthnot, Dr John 23

Archer, James 25

Archers (The) 72

Arena 156

341



INDEX

342

As You Like It 12
Ashdown, Paddy 232
astrology 301, 306
Atkinson, Rowan 14
Auf Wiedersehen Pet 53
Auntie’s Bloomers 178
Austen, Jane 31, 55
Avengers (The) 327

Bad Ass TV 180

Bailey, David A. 323

Baker, Kenneth 232

Ballad of Lake Laloo and other
Rhymes (The) 14

Balmoral 27

Barnes, John 323

Barrymore, Michael 153

Baywatch 179

BBC 13, 178, 204, 248

Beatles (The) 248, 321

Beavis and Butthead, 180

Belfast 64

Bergerac 11

betting 11

Betts, Leah 188

Big Mac 169, 319

Biggies 18

bikers 72

Bill (The) 107

Black, Cilia 13

Bladerunner 326

Blair, Tony 30, 136, 228-9, 232,
233, 320

Blake, William 20, 23

Bleasdale, Alan 97, 101

Blenheim 27

Blind Date 4, 179

Bliss 186

blood sports 73

blues parties 175

Blur 71, 100, 189, 250, 320

Boateng, Paul 236

Body Shop 143, 210

Bolton 16

book sales 109

Boys from the Blackstuff 53, 101

Branson, Richard 210

Brecht, Bertolt 31

Brecon Beacons 60

Brecon jazz festival 68
Brideshead Revisited 108, 309
Brighton 16

Britannia 19

British Empire 7, 9, 15-17, 47
British India Society 293
British Museum 62

British National Party 77, 229
Britpop 320

Brixton 221

Brookside 53, 101, 138, 289
Bruno, Frank 323

Buddhism 301

Budweiser 318

Bulger, James 148

Burger King 319

Burman, Chila Kumari 323
Byron, Lord 15

Cabinet 225-6

Caernarfon castle 27

Camelot 24, 25

Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament (CND) 76, 223

cannabis (‘dope’, ‘pot’, ‘blow’,
etc.) 186

capitalism 103, 104, 119, 123

Cardiff 64

Carnaby Street 62

Cartoons 120

Casualty 107

cathedrals 281, 287

Cathleen 20

Catholics 283

Channel 4 17

Chapel 284

character 72-3, 191

Charles, Prince 27, 285, 286

Charlton, Bobby 18

Charlton, Jack 272

Cheers 107

Child's Play 148

Child Support Act 131

Child Support Agency 146-7, 224

Childline 148, 184

children 146-8, 167

Chinese community 15, 262



Chippendales 223

Christian Science 280

Christian, Terry 13

Christie, Agatha 11

Christie, Linford 324

Christmas 178, 298-300, 317

Church in Wales (The) 285

Church of England (The) 138,
279, 285-6

Churchill, Sir Winston 15, 18,
29, 31

Churchill,Winston (grandson of
Sir Winston) 17

City (the) 62

city 61-5, 176, 207

Clary, Julian 153

class 29-30, 101, 114, 166, 172,
192, 203-23

Clause 28 152

Clause Four 229

Clive of India 32

Clothes Show (The ) 190

clubs 174-6

Coca-Cola 318

Cockney 53

Commonwealth 46

Community Charge (Poll Tax)
203

Confederation of British Industry
(CBI) 224

Congregationalism 284

Connery, Sean 53

Conservative Party 30, 137, 209,
210, 214, 215, 226, 228, 233

consumerism 121, 169, 182, 217,
233, 234, 336

Cookson, Catherine 11

Cornwall 9

Coronation Street 111, 174, 212,
249

corporate Britain 103

Cosmopolitan 207

country 49-53, 244, 284

Country House 71

Country Life 11, 191

country-city divide 73—4

countryside 10-12

county 58-61

Coupland, Douglas 189
Coward, Noel 13, 208
Cowes 4

Cowper, William 73
Cranberries (The) 250
Crawley 171

Cream 175

cricket 113, 260, 267
Criminal Justice Act (1994) 175
crusties 172, 193
Crying Game (The) 329

Dad's Army 309

Daltrey, Roger 212

dancing 174, 189

Darling Buds of May (The) 309

Darling, Grace 31

Derby Day, 4

Desmond's 268

Deva, Nirj 236

Diana, Princess of Wales 13, 29,
208, 285

Dickens 18, 31, 299

Disney 318

Disraeli 30, 226

divorce 132-3, 144-6

Divorce Reform Act (1969) 144

Doc Marten boot 192-3

Does He Take Sugar? 77

Domesday Book 61

Donga 195

Doom 180

Double Deckers (The) 186

Dove Cottage 31

Doyle, Roddy 51

Dr Johnson 7

Dr Who 178

Drake, Sir Francis 23

dreadlocks 1BI

drugs 157, 174-5, 186-8, 221,
294, 320, 336

Dury, lan 77

Earth First! 76

EastEnders 101, 145, 174, 212
Easter 295

ecology 76, 302

Ecstasy 174, 187, 320

INDEX

343



INDEX

344

Edinburgh 64

Eisteddfod 52, 256

elections 226, 230-3

Elgar 4, 21

Eliot, T.S. 3-4

Elizabeth 19, 29

Elizabeth Il (the Queen) 225

emblems 49

Etnmerdale 107

Enfield, Harry 214

England, Your England 22

English Journey 11

environment 76-7, 303

Essex girl 59

Essex man 214

Establishment 204

Estuary English 56, 207

ethnic minorities 16-17, 102,
121, 143, 176, 218-19, 234-6,
244, 257-72, 283, 287, 290-4

ethnicity 133-4, 172-3, 243-72

Eton 32, 112, 208,

Euro-Trash 180

Europe 45, 49, 316

European Union 45, 49

Eurovision Song Contest 270

Factory Act (1848) 131

Falkland islands 47, 286

Falstaff 18

family 106, 132-6, 142, 146-8,
158, 221, 223

Fantasy Football League 180

fashion 50, 62, 171-4, 176, 177,
181, 182, 190-3, 327-8

Fat Cats 209

Father Christmas 299

feminism 94, 131, 137, 182, 192

festivals 115, 194, 268, 295, 299

Fielding, Henry 18

film 52-3, 97, 111, 121, 149,
217, 292, 306, 308-9, 317,
323, 326, 328, 329

Fingal's Cave 59

Flanders and Swann 322

folk music 269

Fonteyn, Margot 18

food 59, 318-19

football 111-14, 289

Football Association (FA) Cup
final 4

Forestry Commission 76

Forster, E.M. 23

Four Weddings and a Funeral
98-100, 306, 328

Francis Drake 31

Friends of the Earth 76, 223

further education colleges 87

Gaelic 251-3

gambling 117-19

Garage music 188

Gardeners’ Question Time 11

GCSEs 89

gender 20, 94, 101-2, 109,
131-2, 136-44, 154, 156-7,
181, 214, 221, 222, 234-6,
305-6, 329, 336

General Elections 231-2

Generation Game (The) 178

Generation X 121, 189, 336

Geordies 53

George Bernard Shaw 6

Giant’s Causeway 59

Girlie Show (The) 182

Gladiators 179

Gladstone 29

Glastonbury 25

Glastonbury Festival 194

Go-Between (The) 7

Gold Blend (coffee) 212, 221

Good Old Days (The) 178

Goodnight Sweetheart 309

Goring, J.H., 14

goths 12

government 223-33

GQ 156

Grace, W.G. 18

graffiti 170-1, 294

Grange Hill 92

Grant, Bernie 236

Grant, Hugh 13

Great Expectations 97

Green Party 76, 229

Greenpeace 76, 223

Grenfell, Joyce 18



Guinevere 25
Guscott, Jeremy 324
Guy Fawkes 32, 297

Haagen Daas adverts 184

Hallowe’en 296

Hamnett, Katherine 191

Handsworth 221

Hanoverians 8

Hardy, Thomas 25

Harrow School 112, 210

Hartley, L.P. 7

Hathaway, Anne (cottage) 31

Hattersley, Roy 232

Hawking, Stephen 77

Hay-on-Wye 68

Healey, Denis 208

health 114, 155-6, 224

Heaney, Seamus 51

Heartbeat 309

Heath, Edward 106

Hebdige, Dick 172

Hello! 4

Henley Regatta, 4

Henry Vili 9, 29

heritage 281, 282, 306-10, 317,
318, 337

heroes 31-4

heroin (‘skag’) 187

Higgins, Terrence 149

Hills, Gavin 189

Hinduism 291-4, 300, 301, 292,
311

Hindus 293

hip-hop 321

hippies 172

Hirst, Damien 14

history 8-10, 31, 45, 46-7,
251-7, 259, 292-3, 296-300,
308, 309, 327

hobby 107-8, 222

Hoggart, Richard 169, 217, 321

Hogmanay 298

holidays 116-17, 214, 295-300

home 97, 119

Home and Away, 107

home ownership 103-4

home-boys 172

INDEX

homelessness 63, 220-1, 224
Hong Kong 47, 322
Hopkins, Anthony 52

horse racing 11-12, 117
House 188

House of Orange 8
Howards End 309

lannucci, Armando 7
‘1.d.” cards 6-7

Ideal Home 11
industry 65

Inspector Morse 11
internet 325

Ireland 9, 50

Irish pubs 122-3
Islam 290-2, 311
island race 14-18, 30

Jackie 181

Jamaican Creole 264, 265, 271
James Bond 19

Jehovah’s Witnesses 280
Jenkins, Roy 229

Jewish communities 15, 294
John Bull's Other Island 24
John Bull 19

John, Elton 11

Jordan, Michael 324

Jorvik Centre (The) 308
Julien, Isaac 323

Jungle 188

Just 17 181

Kelman, James 51
Kennedy, Nigel 14, 207
Khan, Imran 292

King Arthur 24 ,195, 310
King Solomon% Mines 18
King’s Road 62

Kinnock, Neil 231

Kiss 175

Kitchener, Lord 18, 32

Labour Party 137, 226-7, 228,
233

Lady Chatterley’s Lover 149

Lament, Norman 15, 232

345



NOTES

346

Lampton, Joe 214

Land of Hope and Glory 20

language 48, 55-6, 65, 243-72,
319, 336

Larkin, Philip 184

Last Night of the Proms 4

Last Temptation of Christ (The)
292

latch key kids 140

Laura Ashley 191

Lawrence of Arabia
(T.E.Lawrence) 32

Lawrence, D.H. 58

League Tables 94

legal system 137-8

leisure 100, 105-23, 155-6,
168-95, 217, 222-3

Levi Strauss 318

Levis 192

Liberal Democratic Party 229,
230, 234

Likely Lads (The) 53

Lindisfarne 287

literature 51, 58, 104, 106, 213,
215, 247-8, 251, 265, 292,
294, 309, 326-7

Liverpool 16

Local Education Authorities 86

local government 58, 61

London 61, 63

London Marathon 114

Looks 181

Lord’s Prayer, the 279

LSD (‘acid’) 186

Lucozade 175

McDonald’s 121, 169, 318
McDonald’s Hamburger
University 319
magazines 108, 181-2, 186, 207
Major, John 136, 203, 321
Malcolm, Devon 324
Malory, Sir Thomas 24
Manageress {The) 143
Mandelson, Peter 232
Mann, Manfred 211
marijuana 267
Marks and Spencer 191

Marley, Bob 294.

Marlowe, Christopher 12

marriage 132, 134, 144-6, 184,
223, 260, 306

Match of the Day 289

May Day 296

Mellor, David 232

Menai straits 19

Merchant/Ivory 149, 308

Methodism 284

Middlemarch 97

migration 16-17, 47

military 286, 297

Milton Keynes 68-9

Minder 53

Ministry of Sound (The) 175

Miss Marple 18

mods 172

Monster Raving Loony Party
229

Montgomery of Alamein 32

Monty Python's Flying Circus
60

Morecambe and Wise Show (The)
178

Mormons 280

Morris dancers 22, 296

Morte D'Arthur 24

Moss Side 221

Mother’s Day 295

Mountbatten, Lord 32

Mr Bean 14

Ms 134

MTV 176

multiculturalism 172-3, 260, 316,
321-4, 327, 328

museums 62, 115-16, 308

music 50-1, 62, 65, 115, 174-5,
182 ,188-90, 207, 211, 212,
249, 250, 260, 269-70, 287,
294, 304, 320-1, 323, 337

Muslims 290-2

Mystic Meg 301

mythology 24-5, 59, 111, 112,
195, 310

Naoroji, Dadabhai 293
National Curriculum 91, 203



National Farmers’ Union (NFU)
223

National Flealth Service 224

National Lottery 100, 117-19,
205, 224, 286, 301, 304-5

National Rivers Authority 224

nationalism 7, 10, 231

nationality 3, 47-53, 122, 318,
322

National Society For the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Children 148

Neeson, Liam 53

Neighbours 107

Nelson, Admiral 32

New Age 190, 193-5, 281, 294,
300-3, 304, 311, 329, 337

new ethnicities 17-18, 328

New Generation Game (The)
179

New Labour 229

New Towns Act (1946) 68

newspapers 108, 206, 232

Nice Work 97

Nightingale, Florence 18, 138

Nike 318

19 181

1984 118

Noon, Jeff 327

Normans 8

north-south divide 54, 194, 215,
233

Northern Exposure 107

Northern Ireland 50, 283-4

Norwood, Mandi 207

Netting Hill Carnival 268

Oasis 189, 320

O’Brien, Richard 14

Old School Tie 93

On Heroes, Hero-Worship and
the Heroic in History 9

Only Fools and Horses 53

Open University 91

Oprah 184

Orwell, George 22, 118, 215

Our Friends in the North 215

outing 153, 337

INDEX

Outrage 152
Owen, David 229
Oxbridge 91, 204, 209

Pankhurst, Emmeline 32

pantomime 111

Para-Normal World of Paul
McKenna (The) 301

Paradise News 116

parenting 146-8, 158

Parliament 136

Passionate Shepherd to his Love
(The) 12

patriotism 7, 19, 297

Pearly Kings and Queens 63

Perrin, Reginald 211-12

personalised number plates
121-2

Peter's Friends 145

PGCE 89

Phillips, Captain Mark 29

pidgin 264

Plaid Cymru 52, 229

ploughman’s lunch 12

political parties 227-9

politics 29-30, 51-2, 106,
208-36, 286, 303, 316

Pomp and Circumstance 21

Poppy Day 297

population 46, 57, 167, 243,
252, 258, 272

Pride and Prejudice 55, 108-9

Priestley, J.B. 11

Prime Suspect 143

Prisoner (The) 7

Proclaimers (The) 250

pubs 12, 24, 51, 106, 109-11,
122, 155, 174, 176, 187,
203

Pulp 207

punks 172

Pygmalion 6

Pyjama Party 182

Quakers 281
Queen Mab 20
Queen Mother 18
queuing 176

347



INDEX

348

Rab C. Nesbit 254

Race Relations Acts 259

racism 260-1, 321-4

radio 72-3, 105, 120, 298

Raleigh, Walter 9, 31

Rantzen, Esther 184

Rastafarianism 172, 265, 294

raves 174-5

Rebel Assault 180

Red or Dead 191

Redbrick 91

reggae 175, 267, 294

region 53-8, 244, 249, 251-7

religion 88, 104, 138-9, 265-7,
279-306

Religion and the Rise of
Capitalism 104

Remains of the Day (The) 309

representation 25-7

Richard Hannay 18

riots 64, 221

Rise and Fall of Reginald Perrin,
(The) 211-12

Robin Hood 18, 195

Robinson Crusoe 104

rock’n’roll music 270

Rocky Horror Show (The) 14

Roddick, Anita 143, 210

Rogers, Bill 229

Room at the Top 97

royalty 27-9, 93, 105, 135, 191,
209, 248, 285-6, 299

rugby 111-12

Rugby School 210

Rule Britannia 20

Rushdie, Salman 62, 292

Russell, Willy 97, 101

SAC 17, 57

St Paul’s Cathedral 287

St Andrew 49

St David 49

St George 49

St Patrick 49-50

Salatariat 214

Sandringham 27

Satanic Verses (The) 62, 292
SATS 88, 94-5

Saturday Night and Sunday
Morning 97, 217-18

Saxons 8

Scargill, Arthur 13

school 85-9, 91-6, 112, 123,
203, 210, 211, 296, 327

Scorsese, Martin 292

Scotland 51

Scots 253-5

Scott, Ridley 326

Scottish National Party (SNP) 61,
229

Scrooge 4

secondary modern schools 87

Sex Discrimination Acts (1975)
141

Sexual Offences Act (1967)
152

sexuality 131, 149-56, 184-6

Shakespeare 9, 12, 31, 248

Shaw, George Bernard 24

shebeens 175

shepherd’s pie 12

Sherlock Holmes 18

shopping 69

skinheadsl72

Sky Sports 176

Smith, Paul 191

Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children 148

Socialist Workers’ Party (SWP)
229

Solomos, John 18

Songs of Praise 289

Sons and Lovers 58

soul boys 172

Soul 1l Soul 323

Sound of Music (The) 178, 317

Spitting Image 120, 137, 321-2

sport 27, 32, 59, 106, 111-15,
155-6, 260-1, 271-2, 323-4

Star Trek 254

Star Wars 180

Steel, David 232

Stevens, Cat 211, 292

Sticky Moments 153

Stonehenge 194, 303

Stonewall 152



Street Drugs 187

Street Porter, Janet 179

Stuart Hall 17

Stuarts 8

Student Loans Company 224

Subculture: the Meaning of Style
172

subcultures 172, 177, 181, 186,
188-90, 192, 194, 339

subjects of conversation 5, 177

Sugar 181

Sugar, Alan 210

Summer Holiday 186

surveillance cameras 326

T’ai Chi 300

Tafari, Levi 294

Tate, Dr Nick 327

Tebbit, Lord Norman 232,
260-1, 322

Techno 188

technology 120, 180-1, 316-17,
324-7

teds 72

teenyboppers 181

television 17, 46, 57, 105-7, 119,
120, 121, 145, 174, 177-80,
182, 185, 186, 211, 212, 213,
214, 215, 231, 249, 268, 289,
301, 306, 309, 310, 317, 326

Telly Addicts 179

Tennyson, Lord 25

Tess of the D ’Urbevilles 25

Thatcher 20, 24, 136, 203, 218,
224, 228, 234, 319, 322

Thatcherism 30, 192, 211

The Road To Wigan Pier 214

Theme Park Britain 34, 339

39 Steps (The) 18

This Morning 212

Thomas Carlyle 9

Thornton, Sara 138

Thought for the Day 289

Till Death Do Us Part 231

Today 289

tourism 287, 318

town 65-9, 281

Toxteth 221

INDEX

Toy Story 121

trade unions 203, 214, 218
travel 74

Tudors 8

TV Hits 186

Tyler, Andrew 187

Ulster Unionists 229

unemployment 97, 99, 101,
142, 145-6, 190, 220, 221,
326

Union Jack 50, 77

university 89-91, 95, 209, 212,
213, 224

University of Buckingham 91

Uses of Literacy (The) (1957)
170

Vaz, Keith 236

Vector Man 215
vegetarianism 300

Vicar of Dibley (The) 289
Victoria, Queen 20

video 122, 148, 176, 326
village 70-3, 280

Vurt 327

Wales 9, 51-2

Walt Street 319

War of the Roses 49
Waterloo 32

Waugh, Auberon 150
weather 75-6, 177
welfare 103, 146, 224
Welsh 55-6, 255-6
West Indian identity 265
Westwood, Vivienne 191
Whitehouse, Mary 213
Who, The 212

Wicca 301

William Pitt 29
Williams, Shirley 229
Wilson, Harold 208, 228
Windsor (House of) 135
Wizard of Oz (The) 178, 317
Wollstonecraft, Mary 32
Women’s Institutes 154
women priests 138-9, 288

349



INDEX

Woolf, Virginia 32 Yeats, W.B. 24
Word (The) 13, 180 Yoga 260, 300
work 85, 96-105, 119, 123, Yooff TV 179
139-43, 167, 212-23, 264, Young, Lord 216
270-1, 319, 328, 337
World Wide Web 180-1 Zephaniah, Benjamin 265,
Wright, lan 324 294

350



