' tieli-ayaTsorcery amione dazzling aria afterfye next... Ovids Queen Molte ofThebes, who
turns to stone when her children arc stain by the gods as punishmentfor her arrogance and
pride, is the subjectoj'thisforgotten 1688 masterpiece. The Italian composer-priestAgostino
Steffanilanguished in obscurity until the opera was rediscovered recently;the Boston Tarty Music
Festivalgive its world-premiere studio recording with Karina Gauvin in the psychologically
complex title rote, and countertenor PhilippeJaroussky singing "powerfully and sweetly "
(The NewYork Times) asNiobes husbandAnfione. driven to suicide in theface offamily tragedy.
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Libretto by Luigi Orlandi, after Ovid's Metamorphoses
First performed at the Salvatortheater, Munich, on 5 January 1688
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