
'  t ie li-ауаТ sorcery a m i one d a z z lin g  a r ia  a fte r  fye  next... O v id ’s Queen M o lte  o f  Thebes, w ho  
tu rns  to stone when he r children arc sta in by the gods as pun ishm ent f o r  he r arrogance and  
p rid e , is  the  sub ject o j ' th is  fo rg o tte n  1688 masterpiece. The Ita lia n  com poser-priest A gostino  
Steffani languished in  obscurity u n t i l  the opera was rediscovered recently; the Boston Tarty Music 
Festival g iv e  its  w orld -p rem iere  s tu d io  record ing  w ith  K a r in a  G a u v in  in  the psycho log ica lly  
com p lex t i t le  rote, a n d  c o u n te r te n o r P h ilip p e  Ja roussky  s in g in g  "p o w e rfu lly  a n d  sw ee tly  " 
(The New York Times) as N iobe ’s husband Anfione. d riven  to  suicide in  the face  o f fa m ily  tragedy.

NIOBE REGINA Dl TEBE
Music by Agostino Steffani (1653-1728)

'Additional Ballet Music by Melchior d'Ardespin (1643-1717) 
Libretto  by Luigi Orlandi, a fter Ovid's M etam orphoses  

First performed at the Salvatortheater, Munich, on 5 January 1688
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CD 1 79:03 ATTO I 
CD 2 68:57 ATTO I coni. /  ATTO II 
CD 3 75:44 ATTO II cont. /  ATTO III
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