
Contents
Preface ix

Part 1 The Assault on the Family

1. The Family: From Basic Institution to
“Just Another Lifestyle” Choice 3

2. Modernization and the Family: Theorists on
the Road to Postmodernism 33

Part 2 The Modern Family: Its Nature and History

3. The Family: The Primary Institution of
Individual and Social Life 69

4. The Conventional Nuclear Family and the
Rise of the Modern World 99

Part 3 The Conventional Family Today and Its Future

5. The Modern Family Today 139

6. Critical Contemporary Issues 177

7. The Family in the Postmodern Age 223

Subject Index 241

Author Index 243


