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“From its g en esis  th rough th e  Genocide to th e  second  independen t republic, 
Armenia has experienced  a history of conquest and near annihilation, fragm en­
tation and dispersion, as well as m om ents of renaissance. Payaslian has written 
a fluent synthesis of th a t disjointed, frequently  trag ic , often inspiring history. He 
has brought to g e th er the  b est of rec e n t scho larsh ip  with an enviable balance 
and clarity to illustrate  how a people have survived in a m ost dangerous neigh­
borhood for two and a half m illennia.”

—Ronald Grigor Suny, P ro fesso r of Social and Political History, 
University of Michigan, and P ro fesso r Em eritus, University of Chicago

“P ayaslian’s exceptional [book] brings new insights on the developm ent of the 
Armenian nation in the  first millennium B.C. to  the  p resen t."

— John A. C. Greppin, P ro fesso r of Linguistics, Cleveland S tate  University

In this co n c ise  but rich overview, S im on Payaslian traces centuries 
o f  Arm enian history. Chock-full o f political intrigue, fierce battles, per­
sonal, and cultural stories, The H is to r y  o f  A rm e n ia  offers fascinating  
insights into the transform ations o f Arm enia and its struggle for survival. 
Payashan focu ses on the rise and fall o f  early k in gdom s, the G enocide  
during World War I, and the reestablishm ent o f  an A rm enian govern­
m ent after seven decades o f  Soviet rule.
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K enosian P ro fe s s o r  of M odern A rm enian H istory and  L ite ra tu re  a t  B oston 
University. He is th e  a u th o r  of United States Policy toward the Armenian 
Question and the Armenian Genocide and  The Armenian Genocide, 
1915-1923, am on g  o th e rs .
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