
Contents

Acknowledgments iii
Introduction
1. Aims 1
2. Approaches 11
Chapter One : Forms of Forgetting
1. Forgetting Authors/Forgetting Fictions 21
2. Men’s Stories/Women’s Stories 31
3. Competing Agendas 34
4. Social Melodrama 37
5. Propaganda, Ephemerality, and the Roman à Thèse 41

The Novel and Propaganda 
Joy Packer’s Ideological Fictions 
Authoritarian Fictions

6. Conclusions 57
Chapter Two : "Why Do We Marry Sailors?":
Autobiography and Travel Memoir as Self-Narrative
1. Introduction 63
2. Memoirs of a Marriage 70
3. Autobiography as a Genre 77

Terminology
Women’s Autobiographies 
South African Autobiographies

4. First Autobiography: Pack and Follow 85
5. Travel Writing: The World is a Proud Place 91
6. Self and Identity 99
Chapter Three : Transitions: The Cracks in the 
Liberal Seams
1. Introduction 101
2. Liberalism in South Africa 107
3. Transitions 115

Apes and Ivory 
Valley o f  the Vines

4. Conclusions 132



Chapter Four : Racial Fictions
1. Origins 135
2. Race and Apartheid 140
3. Frames of Reference 144
4. The Glass Barrier 146
5. Veronica 153
6. Conclusions 161
Chapter Five : Marital Parricide
1. Fictional Fatalities 165
2. The High Roof 173
3. The Blind Spot 178
4. Conclusions 187
Chapter Six : Narrative Hostages
1. Introduction 189
2. Hostages 192
3. Texts and their Sisters 195
4. My Bandit Hosts 199
5. The Dark Curtain 206
6. Erasure 213
Conclusion 215
Appendix 1 221
Appendix 2 223
Bibliography 231
Index 243



Index

The Index lists the proper names of authors and historical personages as they 
occur in this study, except in the case of Joy Packer, references to whose works 
are also included.

A. M. P. 49, 121
Adams, Valerie 171
Adey, David 5, 10, 40, 136
Adorno, Theodor 218
Alexander, Peter F. 112
Arblaster, Anthony 43, 114, 115
Atatiirk, Mustapha Kemal 86
Ballinger, Margaret 6
Barker, Francis 165
Batsleer, Janet 32-34
Bauling, Jayne 5
Baxter, Beverley 90
Bean, Lucy 152
Beattie, Geoffrey 172
Beeton, D. R. 119
Beeton, Ridley 5, 40
Belsey, Catherine 218
Benedict, Ruth 141
Bennett, Tony 31
Benson, Eugene 32
Benstock, Shari 77, 80-82
Bernstein, Hilda 92
Berrie, John 151
Billson, Marcus K. 78
Birch, Kenneth Stanley 82
Blair, Kathryn 5
Bloom, Lynn Z. 80
Boehmer, Elleke 144
Booth, Wayne 67
Botha, P. W. 101
Branford, Jean 118
Brett, Rosalind 5
Bridgwood, Christine 31, 180
Brink, André 21, 103, 161, 167-68
Bromley, Roger 2, 25, 31, 60-61
Brown, James Ambrose 59
Brutus, Dennis 35
Buchan, John 57, 223, 224
Buck, Claire 11
Buitenhuis, Peter 43
Busia, Abena 185

Butler, Marilyn 3 
Cart land, Barbara 35 
Caton-Thompson, G. 121 
Cawelti, John G. 27, 32, 37-41, 129, 

162, 171
Chaplin, Charlie 86 
Chapman, Michael 1, 2, 5, 40, 93, 105 
Charmley, John 89 
Chidester, David 209 
Chrisman, Laura 144 
Churchill, Winston 86, 89 
Clayton, Cherry 3, 5, 63 
Clingman, Stephen 63 
Cloete, Stuart 32, 34, 60, 73, 126, 137, 

208, 223-24, 226-27 
Coetzee, J. M. 4, 36-37, 105, 140, 142, 

167-68, 224 
Collins, Jim 31 
Conolly, L. W. 32 
Cook, Jon 180 
Corkran, Charles 193, 203 
Coullie, Judith Lütge 190 
Couzens, Tim 172, 223, 226 
Daughty, Oswald 110 
Davenport, T. R. H. 108, 123 
Davidson, Basil 121 
Davies, Tony 32-34 
Davis, Dennis 112,122 
Daymond, M. J. 101 
De Klerk, W. A. 182 
Defoe, Daniel 44 
Desmond, Cosmas 103 
Domer, Helen 119
Driver, Dorothy 6-7, 83, 93, 106, 162, 

219
Drummond, June 5, 103 
Du Plessis, Menán 105 
Dunbar, Jean 5 
Duncan, Sheena 101 
Durack, Mary 95 
Eagleton, Mary 12



244

Eagleton, Terry 12 
Ebersohn, Wessel 101 
Eliot, George 165 
Ellul, Jacques 47 
Escarpit, Robert 21, 37, 41 
Essex, Peter 208, 221, 224 
Fanon, Frantz 35, 124 
February, V. A. 155 
Fine, Robert 111, 122 
Finney, Brian 78, 216 
Fiske, John 31 
FitzGerald, Joan 78, 79 
FitzPatrick, Percy 57 
Fleming, Ian 227 
Flieger, Jerry Aline 69 
Foulkes, A. P. 47 
Friedman, Bernard 89 
Frye, Northrop 13 
Gardner, Colin 1, 2, 105 
Gardner, Susan 82 
Gelhom, Martha 93 
Gevisser, Mark 102 
Giliomee, Hermann 108, 140 
Glicksberg, Charles I. 29-30, 44 
Gordimer, Nadine 4, 5, 34, 36, 64, 80, 

103, 135, 139, 153, 224 
Gray, Stephen 165, 223, 226, 228 
Green, Martin 33 
Greene, Graham 1 
Haarhoff, D. 228
Haggard, H. Rider 10, 121, 223, 229, 

230
Hall, Colette T. 77 
Hall, Stuart 31 
Hatters ley, A. F. 121 
Hawkins, Harriett 22 
Hawthorn, Jeremy 43 
Head, Bessie 82 
Hearst, Patty 190 
Heath, Stephen 12 '
Hertzog, J. B. M. 85 
Heywood, Christopher 135 
Hoemlé, Alfred 112 
Hofmeyr, Jan 111, 112 
Hogg, Garry 151 
Holder, Orlee 80 
Holland, Heidi 92

Hope, Christopher 1 
Howard, Anthony 89 
Howe, Irving 28-29 
Huddleston, Trevor 103 
Humm, Peter 12 
Jabavu, Noni 93 
Jackson, Stevie 13 
Jacobs, J.U . 101 
JanMohamed, Abdul R. 24 
Jardine, Alice 12 
Jefferson, Ann 197-99 
Jelinek, Estelle C. 77, 99 
Jenkins, Elwin 119 
Jenkins, Geoffrey 11, 23, 32, 33, 126, 

208, 221, 223, 224, 227-28 
Johnson, R. W. 102 
Johnson, Shaun 102 
Jowett, Garth S. 45-47 
Kingdon, Caroline 3, 22, 103, 195 
Kingsley, Mary 93 
Kipling, Rudyard 223 
La Guma, Alex 167 
Laffeaty, Christina 5, 16, 225 
Lamboume, John C. 136 
Leach, Geoffrey 109 
Lenta, Margaret 101 
Lesser, Wendy 75 
Lessing, Doris 36 
Lewis, Ethelreda 34 
Lindsay, Kathleen Mary 5 
Lockett, Cecily 13 
Lodge, David 52 
MacKenzie, John M. 46 
Malan, Charles 138 
Malan, D. F. 122 
Malherbe, Peter 89 
Malinowski, Bronislaw 87 
Malraux, André 52, 53 
Mandela, Nelson epigraph, 1, 92, 135 
Marais, Eugène 90 
Marquard, Leo 112 
Matterà, Don 35
Maughan Brown, David 35, 47, 105, 

208, 230
McC lintock, Anne 181 
McWhirter, Norris D. 5 
Merrett, Christopher 34



245

Michener, James A. 35 
Mickey Mouse 35 
Millett, Kate 165
Millin, Sarah Gertrude 4, 5, 16, 58, 88, 

123, 136, 203, 225, 227 
Mofokeng, Boitumelo 13 
Monsarrat, Nicholas 73 
Moray, Helga 5, 225 
Morgan, Janice 77 
Morris, James 139 
Mphahlele, Es’kia 1,2, 105 
Msomi 50 
Naipaul, V. S. 67 
Ndebele, Njabulo S. 1 
Neale, Steve 45, 60 
Neuman, Shirley 77 
Nussbaum, Felicity A. 77 
O’Donnell, Victoria 45 
O’Rourke, Rebecca 32-34 
Olney, James 77 
Omer-Cooper, J. D. 109 
Omond, Roger 140 
Orwell, George 44 
Owen, Ken 102, 103 
Pa-tien, Pei 193
Packer, Herbert Annesley (Joy Packer ’s 

husband) 7, 65, 70, 72, 85, 94, 
115, 116, 169, 193 

Packer, Joy
"All This to Make Her Chic" 89 
Apes and Ivory 7, 68, 71, 101-33, 

194
"Biographical Back-Ground [sic] 

Material" 76, 87, 138 
The Blind Spot 8, 48, 50, 120, 130, 

147, 161, 165-87, 225 
Boomerang 8, 17, 147, 162 
The Dark Curtain 8, 10, 17, 116, 

130, 168, 189-213 
Deep as the Sea 8, 14, 74 
The Glass Barrier 8, 48, 89, 127, 

128, 135-63, 225
Grey Mistress 7, 68, 70-71, 85, 

198
The High Roof 8, 48, 50, 130, 165

87
Home from Sea 8, 50, 66, 72-73,

125-28, 140, 198
Leopard in the Fold 8, 17, 50, 147, 

169
"Lover’s Don’t Talk War" 9
The Man in the Mews 8, 17, 50, 

74, 94, 127, 147, 162
My Bandit Hosts 9, 68, 106, 189

213
Nor the Moon by Night 8, 10, 17, 

48, 58, 127
Pack and Follow 7, 27, 58, 63

100, 193, 198
"Skilpad/Tortoise Farm" 51
Valley o f the Vines 8, 50, 58, 101

33, 166, 168, 225
Veronica 8, 48, 51, 135-63, 225
"Why Do We Marry Sailors?" 17, 

76
The World is a Proud Place 8, 40, 

50, 63-100, 106, 117, 198 
Packer, Peter (Joy Packer’s son) 22, 

65, 70, 153, 193, 215 
Palmer, Jerry 22,31,38 
Parker, Kenneth 136, 144 
Paton, Alan 4, 60, 103, 104, 126, 128, 

224
Pawle, Gerald 189
Pawley, Edith Muriel ("Tinko") 9, 68, 

189-213, 217
Pawley, Kenneth 192, 203, 217 
Paxton, Nancy L. 189 
Pearce, Lynne 13-14, 16, 202 
Pereira, Ernest 5, 40 
Personal Narratives Group 81 
Petersen, Molly 103, 137 
Pickering, Michael 43 
Plomer, William 88, 103, 224 
Ponting, Clive 89 
Rabkin, David 136, 139 
Rackett, Tim 144 
RadclifFe-Brown, A. R. 86 
Radford, Jean 31, 180 
Radway, Janice A. 14-16,170 
Reckwitz, Erhard 84 
Reeves, Ambrose 103 
Rex, John 141 
Rhodes, Cecil John 122



246

Rich, Paul В. 87, 107-15, 128, 223, 
226

Riemenschneider, Dieter 104 
Robbe-Grillet, Alain 198 
Roberts, Thomas J. 22 
Robertson, Janet 107 
Robins, Kevin 43 
Rohmer, Sax 193 
Rooke, Daphne 4, 16, 36-37, 41 
Rose, Norman 89 
Rubin, Martin 5, 58, 137 
Ruskin, Pamela 10, 103, 137, 154 
Ruthven, К. K. 12 
Sachs, Albie 1 
Sadie, G. 58 
Saffery, Lynn 112 
Salisbury, Marquess of 137 
Sarraute, Nathalie 198 
Schalkwyk, David 12 
Schlemmer, Lawrence 108, 140 
Schoeman, Karel 105 
Scholefield, Alan 32, 223, 224, 228-29 
Schreiner, Olive 36, 63, 103 
Schwarz, Harry 102 
Schwenger, Peter 12 
Sentsho, Lazarus 182 
Sewell, Anna 172 
Shapiro, Stephen A. 78 
Sharp, Colin Ainsworth 222, 224 
Shaw, William 118 
Showalter, Elaine 11,12 
Silber, Gus 119 
Simons, H. J. and R. E. 107 
Slawy-Sutton, Catherine 76 
Slovo, Gillian epigraph 
Slovo, Joe 101 
Smith, David 43 
Smith, Iain R. 34 
Smith, Paul 12 
Smith, Pauline 36 
Smith, Sidonie A. 77, 78, 189 
Smith, Wilbur 2, 11, 23, 31, 32, 128, 

208, 221, 223, 224, 229-30 
Smuts, Jan 89, 111, 112, 122, 227 
Snyman, J. P. L. 151 
Sofianos, Pepe 95 
Solomos, John 142

Sparks, Allister 102, 207-208 
Spender, Spender 52 
Spink, Kathryn 103 
Stacey, Jackie 13-14, 16, 202 
Stannard, Russell 88, 193 
Stevenson, R. L. 223 
Stigant, Paul 12
Suleiman, Susan Rubin 28, 29, 40, 41

42, 52-57, 130-31 
Sutherland, John 21, 172 
Suzman, Helen 101, 103, 114 
Taylor, Richard 43, 57 
Thieme, John 67, 68 
Thomas, Danielle 183 
Thompson, Jon 167 
Thornton, Susan 167-68 
Tomasevskij, Boris 82 
Trew, Antony 23, 73, 126, 223, 224 
Trump, Martin 230 
Tsafendas, Dimitrio 50, 182 
Tutu, Desmond 103 
Van der Post, Laurens 10, 103, 105 
Van Wyk Smith, M. 10, 105, 136, 138 
Van Zyl S labbert, Frederick 102 
Venter, Al J. 224
Verwoerd, H. F. 50, 138, 150, 182, 

185, 186, 224 
Voss, Tony 136, 139 
Wallace, Edgar 223 
Warley, Linda 83 
Waterston, Elizabeth 60 
Watson, Julia 77, 189 
Watson, Stephen 104, 112 
Watts, Cedric 183 
Webster, Eddie 101 
Webster, Frank 43 
Weedon, Chris 32-34 
Wells, A. W. 121 
Wentzel, Jill 101 
West, Rebecca 73 
Westwood, Gwen 5 
Whateley, Rosaleen 151 
White, Landeg 226 
Wicomb, Zoe 105 
Widdowson, Peter 12 
Wilde, Hilary 5 
Williams, Raymond 31, 65



Winchester, Jack (Brian Freemantle) 
190

Winston, Elizabeth 75 
Wolpe, Annmarie 101 
Wolpe, Harold 113 
Woodward, Kathleen 203-204 
Woolf, Virginia 215 
Woollacott, Janet 31 
Yates, Domford 73 
Young, Francis Brett 73 
Zasloff, Tela 93

247


