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“An important scholarly enterprise, the History of Car
tography . . .  is the most ambitious overview of map mak
ing ever undertaken. . . . People come to know the world 
the way they come to map it—through their perceptions 
of how its elements are connected and of how they should 
move among them. This is precisely what the series is 
attempting by situating the map at the heart of cultural 
life and revealing its relationship to society, science and 
religion. . . .  It is trying to define a new set of relation
ships between maps and the physical world that involve 
more than geometric correspondence. It is in essence a 
new map of human attempts to chart the world.”

Edward Rothstein, New York Times

“The History's basic premise is that maps are different, 
as are cultures. Its purpose is to display the richness of 
artifacts, and it has done so magnificently and with exem
plary thoroughness.”

Yi-Fu Tuan, Natural History

“A major scholarly publishing achievement. . . . We will 
learn much not only about maps, but about how and why 
and with what consequences civilizations have appre
hended, expanded, and utilized the potential of maps.”

Josef W. Konvitz, Isis

“It is permitted to few scholars both to extend the bound
aries of their field of study and to redefine it as a disci
pline. Yet that is precisely what the History as a whole is 
doing.”

Paul Wheatley, Imago Mundi

“The History o f Cartography project is an astounding 
example of intellectual range and creativity. It is expand
ing our understanding of maps and the societies and cul
tures that produced them. The individual volumes are 
magisterial in tone, full of fascination, and extremely well 
produced.”

Jeremy Black, History
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