
Contents

About the Authors vii

Preface viii

Acknowledgments xii

Chapter 1. The Proposition’s Restrictions 2
la. Questions 5
lb. Reliability 8
lc. Validity 11
ld. Generalizability 18
le. Assumptions 21
lf. Bias 24
lg. Confounds 27

Chapter 2. Ethical Restrictions 30
2a. Human Participants 33
2b. Privacy 36
2c. Animal Testing 39

Chapter 3. Structural (Methodological) Restrictions 42
3a. Qualitative 46
3b. Quantitative 49
3c. Mixed Methods 52
3d. Power 55
3e. Data Design 57
3f. Data Sources 64



Chapter 4. Functional Restrictions 68
4a. Access 71
4b. Proxies 73
4c. Interpretations 75
4d. Results Representation 78
4e. Error 87
4f. Regression to the Mean 95

Chapter 5. Technical Restrictions 98
5a. Sample Size 101
5b. Level of Measurement 103
5c. Descriptions Versus Inferences 110
5d. Central Tendencies 113
5e. Inequality 119
5f. Association 126
5g. Randomness 133
5h. Complexity 135

Epilogue 140


