
C onten ts

About the Authors vii
Preface xiii

Chapter 1 Peculiar Dynamics of Corruption 1
Chapter 2 An Elusive Task: Quantifying Corruption 9

Defining Corruption 10
Conspicuous Consumption 16
Luxury Cars and Corruption 18
Directly Measuring Corruption 23
Alternative Ways to Measure Corruption 25
"Residual" from Human Capital
Earnings Equation 29

Chapter 3 Explaining (Somewhat) the Religion-Corruption
Connection 35

Max Weber and the Protestant Work Ethic 36
New and Old Institutional Economics 37
The Four Levels of Institutions 41
Protestantism and Corruption 43
The Changing Religious Composition 44
Religious Tradition or Current Religious Composition? 44
Corruption and Other Religions 48

Chapter 4 Gender or Group Dynamics? 51

Women in Public Office 52
Women and Corruption 53
Group Dynamics and Corruption 60

ix



x Peculiar Dynamics o f  Corruption

Chapter 5 The Level and the Quality of Openness 69

The Quality of Openness 73
Eastern Europe and Central Asia 76
The Quality of Openness in Africa 79
The Beijing Consensus and Corruption in Africa 85

Chapter 6 EU Membership and Corruption 93

Constructivist versus Neoclassical Explanations 94
Corruption in the EU: Before and After 2004 97
Constructing an EU Corruption Score 101
EU-Wide Corruption 104

Chapter 7 Business Cycles and Concluding Thoughts 107

Corruption During Economic Booms and Busts 108
Peculiar Dynamics of Corruption 110
The Problem of Corruption 111

Notes 115
Bibliography 129
Index 147


