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■^■his is a work of impressive richness, both on the level of the methodology of the 
Ц human sciences and on that of an analysis of cultural practices in a specific set- 
Щ ting and milieu whose familiarity is here transformed into an opportunity to see 
I ourselves anew. The Practice o f  Everyday Life, Volume 2  brings to light an aspect 

of the work of Michel de Certeau— his commitment to collective research— that by 
their nature his individually authored volumes can hardly communicate as clearly. 
In the work of his collaborators Giard and Mayol it will make available the specific 
research results and an expanded practical account of a methodology that will be of 
intense interest to anyone working in the area of cultural studies today.”

R i c h a r d  T e r d i m a n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  S a n t a  C r u z

To remain unconsumed by consumer society— this was the goal, pursued through 
a world of subtle and practical means, that beckoned throughout the first volume 
of The Practice o f Everyday Life. The second volume of the work delves even deeper 
than did the first into the subtle tactics of resistance and private practices that make 
living a subversive art. Michel de Certeau, Luce Giard, and Pierre Mayol develop a 
socied history of “making do” based on microhistories that move from the private 
sphere (of dwelling, cooking, and homemaking) to the public (the experience of liv­
ing in a neighborhood).

This long-awaited second volume of de Certeaus masterwork, updated and revised in 
this first English edition, completes the picture begun in volume 1, drawing to the 
last detail the collective practices that define the texture, substance, and importance 
of the everyday.
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