
Conference
The Role of Women in Central Europe after EU Enlargement

Introduction by Stella Avallone, Director, Austrian Cultural Forum Milan

Introduction by Bianca Valota-Cavallotti, State University Milan

Introduction by Matteo Fomara, Permanent Representation of the European 
Commission in Milan

Introduction by Arianna Censi, Counselor for Gender Politics, Milan Provincial 
Administration

Introduction by Elisabetta Magistretti, UniCredit Group, Milan

The Programme 

Thursday, 30th March 2006
Sala Napoleonica, State University Milan, Via Sant'Antonio, 12

9.00 a.m. Welcoming statements by the authorities
Keynote address: Sonja Lokar, Chair of the Stability Pact Gender Task 
Force "How to become women o f one Europe?”_____________________ 31

10.00 a.m. Coffee break
10.30 a.m. -  1.00 p.m. Section I: History
Moderator: Prof. Bianca Valota, State University Milan

Statements by:

Austria: Prof. Barbara Wicha, Head of Department of History and Politi­
cal Science, University of Salzburg: "From malestream via gender blind­
ness and gender neutrality to gender mainstreaming: Insistent feminist 
removal o f barriers in society and science in Austria ”________________  39

Italy: Prof. Emma Scaramuzza, Professor of contemporary history and of 
history of women and gender identity at State University Milan: "From 
the story o f women to gender history. Thirty years o f trends and re­
search?" ____________________________________________________  89
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Czech Republic: Dr. Hana Mařiková, Institute of Sociology of the Czech 
Academy of Sciences in Prague: “Gender Equality in the Czech Republic 
-  The position and status o f women before and after 1989 ”___________

Hungary: Dr. Andrea Peto, Associate Professor, Department of Gender 
Studies at the European Central University at Budapest:
The Archeology o f History? Women’s History and Gender History in 
Eastern Europe _________________________ ___________
“Writing Women ’s History in East Central Europe ” __________________

Poland: Prof. Magdalena Šroda, Full Professor, Institute of Philosophy, 
University of Warsaw, “Writing Women’s History in East Central 
Europe ”_________________________ ______________

Slovakia: Prof. Zora Butorova, sociologist, senior researcher, Institute for 
Public Affaire, Bratislava: 'Women in Slovakia: Old Problems and New 
Challenges ”_____________________ _________________

Discussion.

1.00 p.m. Lunch break
2.30 p.m. Section II: Culture
Moderator: Dr. Andrea Peto, Associate Professor, Department of Gender 
Studies at the European Central University at Budapest

Statements by:

Austria: Annemarie Türk, Director of the Cultural Section of the Asso­
ciation KulturKontakt Austria’: “Living on thin ice. On the situation o f  
women artists in Central and Eastern Europe” _____________________

Italy: Prof. Maria Teresa Fumagalli Beonio Brocchieri, Full Professor of 
History of Philosophy at State University Milan: “A genre o f culture”___

Czech Republic: Magdalena Dietlovà, editor-in-chief of the monthly 
Xantypa, Prague: ”How women can succeed in cultural confrontation af­
ter the fall o f the iron curtain ”________________________



Hungary: Dr. Krisztina Sandor, researcher, expert in Hungarian language 
and literature as well as in the history of Hungarian culture, State Univer­
sity Milan: "Women in Margit Kaffka 's prose ”_________________ _

4.00 -  4.15 p.m. Coffee Break

Poland: Dr. Agnieszka Reklajtis, author, NGO “The Foundation for 
Childbirth with Dignity”: "Women’s self-awareness and mass culture. 
The programme: ‘Childbirth with Dignity Л case study. ”____________

Slovakia: Dr. Miroslava Vallova, National Center for Slovak Literature, 
Bratislava: "The winged woman. The poetical female subject in Slovakia 
in the last decade. ”

Slovenia: Dr. Karmen Spiljak, Ljubljana University, Faculty of Philoso­
phy: "Reconstruction o f female identity in popular culture"___________

Discussion.

Friday, 31st March 2006
Sala Napoleonica, State University Milan, Via Sant'Antonio, 12

Friday, 31st March 2006

9.00— 12.30 a.m. Section III: Economy
Moderator: Dr. Michaela Marksová-Tominová, Head of Department of 
Family Policy and Social Work, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs at 
Prague

Statements by:

Austria: Dr. Isabella Lindner, Austrian National Bank, Vienna:_________
"Women in macroeconomic institutions in the EU -  prospects and chal­
lenges ”_____________________ ____________ ___________________

Italy: Prof. Marina Galloni, full professor of social and political philoso­
phy at State University Milan-Bicocca: "Sharing common issues: the un­
der-representation o f Italian women in politics and in the workplace"___



Czech Republic: Ing. Dita Stejskalova, Lecturer of Economy at the Uni­
versity of Prague, Managing Director of Ogilvy Public Relations: 
“Women in the business and economy sector in the Czech Republic ” ____ 205

Hungary: Terezia Borosné Bartha, International Director, Confederation
of Hungarian Employers and Industrialists:_________________________  207
“Current gender equality issues in the Hungarian labour market ”______ 217

10.30 -  10.45 a.m. Coffee Break

Poland: Ewa Lisowska, economist, researcher at the International Mar­
keting Institute of the Economic Academy of Warsaw (SHG):__________ 223
“The Role o f Women in the Economy (The case o f Poland) ” ___________  231

Slovenia: Dr. Andreja Cmak-Meglic, Social Protection Institute of the 
Republic of Slovenia, Ljubljana: “The gender dimension o f the labour 
market and the welfare state in Slovenia ”__________________________  235

Discussion

12.30 p.m. Lunch break

2.30 p.m. Section IV: International Relations
Moderator: Dr. Stella Avallone, Director, Austrian Cultural Forum Milan 
Statements by:

Austria: Dr. Helga Konrad, former Minister for Women’s Affairs of 
Austria, Special Representative of the OSCE on combating trafficking in 
human beings: “Women for the Renewal o f Politics and Society: On the 
Road to Gender Democracy ”_______________________________ _____  239

Italy: Dr. Laura Mirachian, Minister Plenipotentiary, Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, Rome: “The role o f women in South-East Europe from the point 
o f view o f an Italian woman diplomat ” ____________________________ 245

Czech Republic: Dr. Michaela Marksová-Tominová, Head of Department 
of Family Politics and Social Work, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
at Prague: “European Women as Professionals, Mothers and House­
wives: East meets West“________________________________________ 251
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Hungary: Dr. Zita Gurmai, Member of the European Parliament, Presi­
dent of the Women’s Section of the ESP in the European Parliament:
“ Women ’s situation and women ’s role in Europe ”___________________ 253

4.00 -  4.15 p.m. Coffee Break
Poland: Prof. Irena Lipowicz, Ambassador, Representative of the Minis­
try for Foreign Affairs of Poland for the co-operation between Poland and 
Germany: “The Role o f Women in a Process o f Transformation -  Parlia­
ment, Government, Local Autonomy’’_____________________________  259

Slovakia: Dr. Klara Novotna, Ambassador, Deputy Head of the Depart­
ment for the Middle East, Asia and Africa, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
the Slovak Republic: “Contribution o f women to the dialogue o f civiliza­
tions ”_______________________________________________________ 261

Slovenia: Sonja Lokar, Chair of the Stability Pact Gender Task Force: 
President: “Women and International Relations in Slovenia”__________  265

Discussion.

6.00 p.m. Closing Session: Presentation of the Conclusions of the 
Conference:
Dr. Stella Avallone, Director of the Austrian Cultural Forum Milan
Prof. Bianca Valuta-Cavallotti, State University Milan________________ 269

Discussion.
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