
“Dalacoura’s infonned discussion of the trajectories o f groups like the Armed 
Islamic Group and Gamaa Islamiyya, which led bloody insurrections in Algeria 
and Egypt, and those like Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood and Turkey’s Justice 
and Development Party, which contest power nonviolently, makes the case 
for counterterrorism policies that appreciate the dynamic range of Islamist 
movements and promote democracy without claiming that political pluralism 
is the decisive antidote to armed violence that targets civilians.”

— Joe Stork, Deputy Director, Middle East and North Africa division. Human 
Rights Watch

“In this challenging book, Katerina Dalacoura situates her analysis of Islamist 
terrorism within the theoretical discussion o f terrorism in general, in 
opposition to the thesis of 'Middle Eastern exceptionalism.’ Well researched 
and admirably argued, her book is a considerable achievement and a most 
important contribution to the debate; it will be read with profit by all specialists 
on the region as well as those working in terrorism studies.”

-  Hugh Roberts, Director, North A frica Project, International Crisis Group

"Drawing on her deep knowledge o f Middle East politics, Dalacoura powerfully 
challenges past assumptions about a simple link between democratic deficits 
and the spread o f Islamist terrorism and about possible moderating effects 
of political inclusion. Conceptually rigorous, empirically rich, incisive, 
and searching, this is a major study on a topic o f fundamental, continuing 
importance.”

-  Thomas Carothers, Carnegie Endowment fo r  International Peace

Katerina Dalacoura is Lecturer in International Relations at the London School 
o f Economics and Political Science. She is author o f Islam, Liberalism and 
Human Rights, Third Edition (2003) and Engagement or Coercion: Weighing 
Western Human Rights Policies towards Turkey, Iran and Egypt (2004).

Cover image: Israeli troops enter Nablus in 
pursuit of Palestinian militants. Copyright © David 
Silverman / Getty Images.

Cover design by fred goykhman / RETT Fox, Inc.

Cambridge
U N IV E R SIT Y  PRE  
www.cambridge.org

ISBN 978-0-52 -86518-1

9 780521 865180

http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgements page ix

Introduction: The Book’s Central Question and Rationale i
US D em ocracy P rom otion  in the M iddle East

after n  Septem ber 2001 3
The B ook’s A rgum ent and  M ethodo logy  10
Key Term s and C oncepts 13

1 Terrorism, Democracy and Islamist Terrorism 21
Terrorism  and  D em ocracy 23
The C auses of Islam ist T errorism  30
Conclusion 38

2 Transnational Islamist Terrorism: Al Qaeda 40
Al Q aeda’s Evolution as a T erro rist A ctor 4 2
Rootlessness and T erro rist Violence 48
Rootlessness and the Absence of Terrorism : T he Case 

of H izb  u t T ah rir 59
C onclusion 62

3 Islamist Terrorism and National Liberation: Hamas
an d  H iz b u lla h  66

H am as 69
T he M uslim  B ro therhood  and  the Em ergence of H am as

in the  First In tifada  69
T errorism  and the  O slo  Peace Process 71
The al Aqsa In tifada  and  the  2006  Legislative E lections 76

H izbu llah  81
H izbu llah  T errorism  in the 1980s 81
T he T rajectory  o f T errorism  and Violence in the 1990s

and Beyond 86
C onclusion 93

vii



Contents

4 Islam ist T errorism  in D om estic C onflicts: T he A rm ed
Islam ic G roup  in A lgeria and  the  G am aa Islam iya in E gypt 97 

The Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 99
The Background of Islamist Politics in Algeria 99
The Rise and Fall of the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 101
Terrorism and the GIA 107

The Gamaa Islamiya i n
Islamist Politics in Egypt and the Emergence of the

Gamaa Islamiya i n
Patterns of Terrorism in the Egyptian Conflict of the 1990s 115

Conclusion 119
5 M odera tion  and  Islam ist M ovem ents in O pposition : T he

Jo rd an ian  M uslim  B ro therhood /Islam ic  A ction  F ront, the 
E gyp tian  M uslim  B ro therhood  and  the  T unisian  N ah d a  123

The Jordanian Muslim Brotherhood/Islamic Action Front 124
Islamist Politics in Jordan 124
Participation as a Cause of Moderation 127

Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood 130
The Monarchical and Nasser Eras 130
The Muslim Brotherhood’s Ideological Evolution

under Sadat and M ubarak 133
Participation and Repression as Causes of Moderation 137

Tunisia’s Nahda 140
Islamist Politics in Tunisia 140
Moderation despite Repression 143

Conclusion 145

6 Islam ist M o d era tio n  and  the Experience o f G overnm ent:
T urkey’s W elfare and  Justice and  D evelopm ent Parties
and  the Islam ic R epublic of Iran  148

Turkey’s Welfare and Justice and Development Parties 149
Islamist Politics until the 1980s 149
The Welfare Party 152
The Justice and Development Party (JDP) 155

The Islamic Republic of Iran 161
Iranian Islamism under the Shah 161
Terrorism and the Islamic Republic 162
Democracy, Liberalism and Political Pluralism 168

Conclusion 174

C onclusion 180

B ibliography  187

In d ex  209

viii


