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T his is the only detailed  history of early astronom y available in 
English. Formerly published under the  title  History o f the Planetary 
Systems from  Thales to Kepler, it is recognized as a masterpiece of 
bo th  historical insight and  scientific accuracy.

Beginning w ith the astronom ical ideas of the  ancient Egyptians, 
Babylonians, and pre-philosophic Greeks (H om er and Hesiod), it 
moves up  th rough  Thales, A naxim ander, Anaximenes. Xenophanes, 
Parm enides, H eraclitus, Empedocles, Dem ocritus, and  other early 
Greek cosmologists. T h e  Pythagoreans are considered next, with 
their occasionally rem arkable an tic ipations of m odernity, and then 
P la to ’s astronom ical thought. T h e  enorm ously im portan t system of 
concentric spheres for planets, usually associated w ith Eudoxus, is 
described in  detail, followed by a discussion of Aristotle, Heraclides, 
and A ristarchus. T h e  theory of epicycles—w hich held for almost two 
thousand years—is then considered, w ith chapters on the dimensions 
of the world and  the finished Ptolem aic system.

Medieval E uropean and  Islam ic cosmologies are then described in 
detail. Nicolas of Cusa, R egiom ontanus, Caleagnini and other trans- 
sitional figures from  m iddle ages to renaissance are then followed 
by detailed  chapters on Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, and Kepler.

T h is enorm ously detailed, definitive work has been characterized as 
“S tandard  reference on Greek astronom y and  the Copernican revolu­
tion ,” Sky and Telescope; “A classical book in the field of the history 
of astronom y,” Philosophy and Science.

U nabridged repub lication  of History of the  Planetary Systems from  
Thales to Kepler.
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