
ABOUT THE SERIES / 7  • 4 ^ -  • -

Sociology for a New Century brings the best current scholarship to today’s 
students in a series of short texts authored by leaders of a new generation of 
social scientists. Each book addresses its subject from a comparative, 
historical, and global perspective, and, in doing so, connects social science to 
the wider concerns of students seeking to make sense of our dramatically 
changing world.

An Invitation to Environmental Sociology Michael M. Bell 
Global Inequalities York Bradshaw and Michael Wallace 
How Societies Change Daniel Chirot 
Ethnicity and Race: Making Identities in a Changing World 

Stephen Cornell and Douglas Hartmann 
The Sociology of Childhood William Corsaro 
Cultures and Societies in a Changing World Wendy Griswold 
Crime and Disrepute John Hagan
Gods in the Global Village: The World’s Religions in Sociological Perspective 

Lester R. Kurtz
Waves of Democracy: Social Movements and Political Change John Markoff 
Development and Social Change: A Global Perspective, Second Edition 

Philip McMichael
Aging, Social Inequality, and Public Policy Fred Pampel
Constructing Social Research Charles C. Ragin
Cities in a World Economy, Second Edition Saskia Sassen
Gender, Family, and Social Movements Suzanne Staggenborg
Law/Society: Ongins, Interactions, and Change John Sutton
Making Societies: The Historical Construction of Our World William G. Roy
Women and Men at Work, Second Edition Irene Padavic and Barbara Reskin

Charles C. Ragin (Ph.D., University of North Carolina) is Professor of 
Sociology and Political Science at Northwestern University and Research 
Fellow at the Center for Urban Affairs and Policy Research. Best Known for 
his work in comparative methodology, his book The Comparative Method: 
Moving Beyond Qualitative and Quantitative Strategies won the 1989 Stein 
Rokkan Prize of the International Social Science Council of UNESCO.

Visit our website at www.pineforge.coni

PINE FORGE PRESS
An Imprint of Sage Publications, Inc. 
Thousand Oaks • London • New Delhi 9 780803 990210

http://www.pineforge.coni


Contents

About the Author /  vii 

Foreword /  ix 

Preface / xi

PART I Elements of Social Research / 1

1 What Is Social Research? /  5
Introduction /  5
Some Conventional Views of Social Research /  8
Social Research and Other Ways of Representing Social Life /  17
Journalism and Social Research: The Similiarities /  19
How Social Research Differs /  22
Conclusion /  29

2 The Goals of Social Research /  31
Introduction /  31
The Seven Main Goals /  34
The Link between Goals and Strategies /  47
The Social Nature of Social Research /  52

3 The Process of Social Research: Ideas and Evidence /  55
Introduction /  55
A Simple Model of Social Research /  57 
Processes and Strategies of Social Research /  74 
The Challenge of Social Research /  76



vi Contents

PART II Strategies of Social Research / 77

4 Using Qualitative Methods to Study Commonalities /  81
Introduction /  81
The Goals of Qualitative Research /  83 
The Process of Qualitative Research /  85 
Using Qualitative Methods /  91 
The Study of a Single Case /  101 
Conclusion /  102

5 Using Comparative Methods to Study Diversity /  105
Introduction /  105
Contrasts with Other Research Strategies /  107 
The Goals of Comparative Research /  108 
The Process of Comparative Research /  112 
Using Comparative Methods /  115 
Conclusion /  129

6 Using Quantitative Methods to Study Covariation /  131
Introduction /  131
The Goals of Quantitative Research /  132
Contrasts with Qualitative and Comparative Research /  136
The Process of Quantitative Research /  138
Using Quantitative Methods /  145
Conclusion /  152

afterword: The Promise of Social Research /  155 
w ith  M a ry  Driscoll

appendix: Computing Correlation Coefficients /  167

References / 1 7 7  

Glossary/Index / 1 8 3


