
Contents

INTRODUCTION 7 
PREFACE 13

1 The Expected Holocaust 19
2 Air Raid Precautions (and People) 31
3 The First Siren 44
4 The First Bombs 53 .
5 The London Blitz 61

1 Smithy Street to Oxford Street (and back) 61
2 Sticking it! 67
3 ‘Nippy’: evolution o f seven waitresses 68
4 That ‘my bomb’ syndrome 78
5 Downs and ups o f adjustment 87
6 Non-adaptation in town 95
7 Death 97
8 Noise and sleep (the key) 100
9 A question o f  ear-plugs 107

10 The bowels o f the earth 109
11 ‘Tilbury’ 116
12 The homeless 125

6 ‘Coventration’ 132
7 The Southern Ports 142

1 Southampton, ‘The English Gateway’ 142
2 Portsmouth (the Nelson touch) 178
3 Three ‘defeats’? 199
4 Bristol, in the south-west 204
5  Plymouth, Drake’s country (and Astor’s) 208



8 The Industrial North 233
1 Merseyside ancT Martial Law9 234
2 Manchester and Birmingham inland 244
3 The Clyde towns (with two women especially) 250
4 Not least, last -  Hull 262
5 Around Worktown and the like: unblitzed 266
6 Provincial Epilogue: back to London 269

9 Morale questions 277
10 The Learning Puzzle 289
11 Human Effects 302

J Industrial Effort 302
2 Psychiatric and shock impacts 305
3 Religious 307
4 Social change 308
5 Political trends 312
6 International and i racial9 314
7 The young and post-war generation 319

12 Down Memory Lane 321 
po s tsc r ip t  Ultimate uncertainties 328 
a p p e n d ix  a Coventry 335 
a p p e n d ix  в Birmingham 338 
a p p e n d ix  c  List of Tables 341 
R E F E R E N C E S  342
NOTES 343 
I N D E X  365


