Table of contents

FOreword ......ooociieiiiee e 5
INTrodUCTION...ooiiiiiii e
Wandering through Sumava history

The mountain peaks of Sumava ..........c.cccceevevevevennne.
The network of Sumava rivers and streams................ 13
Climate and weather.......ccccoiiiiiiiniicc s 14
The origins of Sumava fauna and flora........c.c.c.o....... 14
Sumava settlement from prehistoric times to the present 15
Conservation t0day .....ccccveviieeiiiiieniee e 17
Mountain spruce forests .........cocccceiiiiiiieeinnnns 18
About mountain spruce forests.......ccocceevvieiniineineennn 2
Why do we need dead wWoOod?....ccccevvieviiiiiniincnnieenne 22
Changes in mountain spruce forest ..........ccccccceeeeens 23
The story of stilt ro0tS..ccccvviviie e 24
A noteworthy tree of mountain spruce forest........... 25
Mountain spruce forest illustrated.........ccccccceviiiienenn. 26
European spruce bark beetle .......ccccoooveiiiiiiniiiienn, 27
Small animals of mountain spruce forest ................... 28
The "deaf grouse ... 30
Birds of mountain spruce forests........ccooceveeiviiineeeennns 32
Mammals of mountain spruce forests ..........ccccoeeens 34
REA A@ eI 35
EUurasian Iy nX ... 36
Vegetation in mountain spruce forests.......ccocceeinies 38
Lignicolous or wood-decaying fungi........ccccecevernnneenn 39
Herbs and other plant life .......cccocn 40
TIPS FOr trIP S it 11
Termsto remember. .. 17
MiXed FOreSt. .

Natural TOresSt....ooooiiiceeeeee e
Monocultures
Sights seen in the forest in spring

Composition 0OFWO00dS...cooecieiiiiieere e

Herb-rich beech forests......cccovviiiiieiiiiiii e,

Mountain sycamore beechwood.........ccccceveeiiiiieneenn. 50
Acidophilous beech fOrests......ccccoccviiiieniiieiicce, 52
RaAVINE fOreStS ..o 54
Mixed forest illustrated .........cccooveeeiiiiiiiiie e, 56
(1 FSY= Yo £ 58
72N L 14 o XU T o K= 58
Soil lifeor edaphon ... 59
Small animals of mixed forests..........cccceeeviiiiiiiiiinnnnnns 60
Birds - PiCifOrMeS. ..o, 62
Common CUCKOO ..oooiiiiiiiiiiee e 64

Songbirds 0OfWoOdS ..o 65

Wr4
Ural OW oo 66
PYGMY OW Lo 66
More birds of mixed forest......ccccceeeeiiiiiii e 67
MamMmMalS ... 68
How do we know who lives inthewood.................. 69
The flOTa ..o 71
Y o ES Y=Y = N 71
F OIS 71
Flowering plantsS ..o 73
Fungal [ife ..., 74
LI =2 T PSSR 76
Why leaves fall 0 ff....ccccoiiiiiiii e 82
Do you know what conifer sheds needles?............... 82
TIPS fOF LIPS o 83
Terms to remember .. 83

Boreo-continental pine forests and rock fields 84

Boreo-continental pine forest......cccccccoeviiieiciiciiene, 87
How arockfield iSbhorn .o, 88
Rock fields of Sumava: the bedrocks..........ccccevevnaee. 89
How woodland changed over the millennia.............. 90
Relict pine woods illustrated ........cccccooceeeiiieiniecennnen. 92
1 ST = o3 RN 94
BirdS . oeeeiiiie e 95
MammalS. ..o 96
SUMAVA OTMICE vt 9
BaAlS oo 96
European badger.....cccooiiiiii e 97
Lichens

Mosses

FOINS e
PlantS. .o
TIEES oottt e
FUNGI e
TIPS fOF LIPS o 101
Termsto remember.. ..., 101
Meadows and pastures ............ 102
A meadow or a pasture?...............

Mountain heathlands.........cc.......... 107
Matt-grass meadowsS........ccccceeeennee.

Oat-grass meadoWwsS.......occeeeeeeennnnes

Trisetum mountain meadows.......

Intermittent wet Molinia meadows 114
Thistle wet meadows........cccceeueeeene

Meadows and pastures illustrated .
Striped pyjamas on the meadow ..
Insects in other colours.................. 12



The meadow of butterflies ... 123
Brushfoots, satyrs and wood-nymphs.........cccccuveenee 125
The lizards ofthe MeadoWS.....cccceeeiviiiieeeiiieee 126
RUNNErS iIN the grassS ... 126
Colourful SINGEIS......ciiiiiieiiiee e 127
BIrdS Of PreY ...eeeiiiiiiiiie et 128
Creatures running over meadoWsS.....ccccceeevvciveeeeeennns 129
TIPS TOrtripsS..cooocieee e, 131
Termsto remember....o e 131
MITES..cii e 132
Howdo we know we are atapeat bog?......cccceeeee. 136
Howapeatland emerges.......cccveeviieniie e 136
History ofthe forest. ..o 137
TypesofpeatlandsS......coceveieiiieiiii 138
Peat bogs illustrated..........ccccoveveeiiiiiiieee e 140
270 s 1 FY= o] £ PSPPSRI 142
BULETlIES .....veeeeieie e 144
Weather-proofvertebrates......c.cccoovveeeiiiiiiieecesineen. 146
Thefloral life of peatlands ..., 148
Peat or sphagnum moss

Carnivorous Plants .......cccceiieiieee e
True grasses and sedges

Flowering plants of peat bogs ........cccoceiiiiiiiiienne 152
Shrub-forming plants......ccccciieei 153
LTSI T PP P TP PRSPPI 154
TIPS FOr ErIPS i 155
Termsto remember.....oo 155
The rivers 0f SUM AV a......ccveeeveeeeeee e 156
The MAJor StrEAM S...coiiieeiiiee e 159
The colour Of W ater ..o 162
Fallen wood inthe river......ee e 162
The creative power ofwater......ccoceeeevviieniecvciieeene, 163
Floodplains.......ceeeiiieeee e 163
ASumava river illustrated........cocoveveeeeeeeveeeceereerenen 164
AQUALIC INSECES i 166
Bivalves and gastropods .......cccccceviiiiiiieeiiniiieeee e 168
European crayfish ... 168
Howdo we know if waterisclean?........ccccccccoenee... 168
AMPhIDIANS ..o 169
FSh & reptiles ... 170
Agquatic birdlife ........cccoiiiii 171
Mammals Near Water.......cccoccveveeiiiiieeninnee e 172
AquatiC PlantS .....evvieicie 173
TS it 174
TIPS TOT tFIP S eeeiieie e 175

TErMStO rEMEMDBDET e 175

Glacial 1akes .......ccocoeiiiiiiie e,
The stories ofthe lakes
The rise ofthe lakesS....cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e,
Sumava National Park.........ccc.........

Lake PlESNE @ ZET0 cuiiiiiiieceee e
Lake PraSilsSk€ JEZEr0 ....cccccvivicieeiiee e
Lake Laka......ccooooiiiiieeie e
Sumava Protected Landscape Areéa .........ccocoeee...... 184
Lake Cerné J@ZEr0 . ..cccovieieeeeeerieeeeeeeeeeeee e,
Lake Certovo JEZET0 oo
Bavarian Forest National Park
Lake RACheISEE ......cccccciiviiiiiiiieeieeeeeee e
Bavarian Forest Nature Park........cccccceevviieni e,
Lake Little ATDErSee . ..civiiiiiiiiie e
Lake Great Arbersee....oocccciiciiiiee i
Sumava 1akes: the SizZe.....cccoveievieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee e,
Glacial lakes illustrated
Life underwater.................

Animals visiting from time to time ...........cccccce e 194
Where to find Sumava quillwort........ccccccevevereverennene. 195
Flowering plants of glacial lakes.......ccccocoveiiieeininens 196
TIPS FOr triP S e 197
Termsto remember..... 197

(04 (o571 [o VAV 2o ] o K= 198
Listofspecies-the flora.....cccccocvvviiiicii s 199
List of species -the fauna.......ccccvoiiviiiiiiieeine, 200
REfEIeNCES ..o 202
Photographers. ... 203
Aboutthe authors ..o, 204



