
Contents

Acknowledgements

PART I INTERPRETING RESISTANCE AND RESISTING
INTERPRETATION

1 Resistance 3

2 Saturation and Potentials 16

PART П TAIPING REBELLION

3 Jesus's Brother and the Chinese Periphery 33

4 Saturating the Movement: God Gets Power 50

5 Too Many Voices 69

6 Precipitation and Institution: The Taiping Rises Up 86

PARTIU TAIWANESE GHOSTS

7 Hot and Noisy Religion 113

8 Saturated Ghosts and Social Change in Taiwan 129

9 Failed Precipitations 154

10 The Limits to Cultural Domination 169

PART IV CONCLUSION: TIANANMEN AND BEYOND

11 Institutions of Control, Institutions Beyond Control 187

12 Irony, Cynicism, and Potential Resistance 205

v



V I Contents

N otes 225

C haracter L ist 231

Bibliography 236

In d ex 249



Index
Note: Most references are to China, unless otherwise stated.

accommodation: and
resistance 116-17, 167-8 

address, titles of 215-16 
Ahem, Emily 7, 52, 116 
ambiguity 181-2 
amoral marginal cults 87-8 
ancestor worship 217 
Ang Gong 171-2 
anomie 211-12 
Apollonian cult (Greece) 87 
Apostolics (Yucatan) 89-90 
architecture

Eighteen Lords temple 132-4 
Taiwanese temples 119-22 

Arendt, Hannah 188, 219 
arts: and subversion 209-10 
Asia, Southeast: class culture 10

Bakhtin, Mikhail 11,17-18,22 
bandits 43-5, 58, 98-9

recruitment to Taiping 44-5 
baptism: of money 11, 166 
Barthes, Roland 18-19, 22 
Beijing: Forbidden City 119 
Berger, Peter 152 
Big-head Goat (Zhang Zhao) 44, 

45
boundaries, social: and spirit 

possession 79-82 
Bourdieu, Pierre 20 
Brandes, Stanley 12 
Budai Heshang (Cloth-bag 

Monk) 138-9

campaigns, government, post-
Tiananmen 198-200, 204, 208, 
210-11, 212, 217-18 

capitalism
and rural unrest 41-3 
and Taiwanese religion 148-52, 

166-7
Carnival 11, 12-13, 25 
Catholic Church 90

chaos 12-13,197 
and control 169-76 

charcoal 42
chemistry: saturation 23 
Chen Jo-hsi 203-4 
Chen, Millionaire 201-2 
Christianity

and Hong Xiuquan 36-40, 72 
and Taiping 34-5, 50-1, 60-4 

chromaticism 16 
cigarettes: as offerings 136,

137-9
class: tacit resistance 9-15 
Cloth-bag Monk (Budai 

Heshang) 138-9 
Co Su Kong 171 

ritual 7, 172-3 
temples 120, 121

collecting the souls (siu hurt) 156-7 
Colombia 144

baptism of money 11, 166 
devil worship 3, 149-50, 166 

communitas 26 
Confucius

birthday ritual 172 
destruction of tablets 38-9, 61 

control
and institutions 187-204 
and language 205-13 
limits of 169-83 
religious: by elites 55-6, 172-4; 

by government 54-5, 
169-72, 176-80; in 
sects 174-6 

of saturation 26-7 
of spirit possession 72, 90-4, 

175
of Taiping 94-110,182-3 

corruption: and Tiananmen 195-6 
criminals: exposure by 

mediums 98-9 
see also bandits; pirates 

Cui Jian 210

249



250 Index

cults
amoral marginal 87-8 
official state 54-5 
organization of 87-94 
see also possession, spirit; Taiping 

Cultural Revolution 207-8 
and identity 214 
mass criticism meetings 189 
nostalgia campaign 199,210-11, 

217-18
curing, magical 87, 106 

and Taiping 64-8

Daoism
magical curing 65 
ritual 122-3 

Daoist Association 156 
death: and revolution 191-5 

see also funerals; mourning 
decoration: Taiwanese 

temples 120-1 
Delphic oracle (Greece) 91-2 
democracy: and Tiananmen 195 
Deng Xiaoping 197 
die xian (bowl spirit) 137 
difference: and resistance 25-6 
Dionysian cult (Greece) 87 
dog worship 47, 50-9

in Eighteen Lords temple 134-5 
domination see control 
doxa 20
dress: and identity 214-15

Earth Gods 52-3
She Gong temples 217 
temple destruction 62 
Tho Te Kong 5, 131, 132-3 

Eco, Umberto 12 
economy

commodity 11, 202; and 
ghosts 144-5 

and rural unrest 41-3 
second 201-2
and Taiwanese religion 148-52, 

166-7
Edo (West Africa) 143 
education: exam system 36 
Eighteen Lords temple 

academic readings 165-8

anomalies of 131-9 
booklet 164-5 
copies of 155-7 
failed precipitations 154-68 
and lotteries 139-42 
movie 150, 157-61 
rise in popularity 124-8 
television soap opera 161-4 

elites: religious control 55-6, 
172-4

England: class culture 10 
ethnic boundaries: and spirit 

possession 79-81 
ethnic composition 

of Taiping 79-80 
of Xunzhou Prefecture 46-8 

Everybody's Happy
(dajia le) 139-42, 178-9 

examination system 36

families
free space 203 
Taiping on 99-100 

fascism: and identity 213-18 
Feng family 56-7 
Feng Yunshan 37, 79, 82, 98 

in Guangxi 50 
imprisonment 64, 95 
temple destruction 61, 62 

Fish, Stanley 21-2 
free space 26-8 

mourning as 191-3 
religious 51-6 
and rural unrest 40-9 
socialist 200-4 
and Taiping 48-9, 51-60 

funerals 144-5, 191-4

Gan Wang 57-8, 63 
Gates, H. 116 
Geertz, Clifford 6 
gender relations: Taiping 33 
Germany, East 220 
ghost(s)

festivals 170-1 
and lotteries 141-2 
worship 3-4, 28, 129-31, 147-8; 

and financial 
rewards 143-5



Index 251

ghost(s) (coni.)
see also Eighteen Lords temple 

Ginzburg, Carlo 10-11 
God Worshipers (Bai Shangdi Ren) 

see Taiping 
gods

Chinese 51-6; and 
Taiping 60-4 

magical curing 65 
in Taiwan 146-7 
of Xunzhou Prefecture 56-60 
see also under specific names 

Good Words to Admonish the Age 36, 
37,38

government
and control 188-204 
and identity 213-18 
and interpretative

communities 176-80 
official language 205-13 
and religious control 54-5, 

169-72, 176-80 
and saturation 26-7 
and spirit possession 72, 175 
use of mediums 92 

Gramsci, Antonio 9, 10 
Grandaunt Liu (Liu Dagupuo) 59 
Guan Gong 51 
Guangxi 34

free space 40-9, 50-1, 56-60 
magical curing 65-7 
spirit possession 70-2, 103-4 

guanxi (personal networks) 201-3 
Guanyin 82-3, 217 
Guiping 59, 70-1, 217 
guniang temples 59 
Guoyu 92

Hakkas
in Taiping 79-80 
in Xunzhou Prefecture 46, 47, 

48
Hamberg, Theodore 34, 39, 45, 63, 

72-3, 74 
Hansen, V. 54 
heat and noise (lauziat) 

control of 169-76 
in Eighteen Lords temple 127-8 
in Taiwanese temples 118-24

heterodoxy 20
Hong Rengan 34, 37, 38, 66, 69 
Hong Xiuquan 34, 35, 50, 79, 105 

ideology 50-1,60-4,82-3,84 
magical curing 64, 65-6 
move to politics 96-7 
spirit possession 73, 94-5 
vision 36-40, 72 

Hu T'ai-li 141, 142 
Hu Yaobang: funeral 190, 192-3 
Hu Yiguang 46 
Hua County: Hong Xiuquan 

in 36-9
Huang Ermei 97 
Huang Shu-min 202-3 
Hungary 213

identity: in totalitarian 
states 213-18 

ideology
state control of 187-204 
Taiping 33-5 

illness see curing, magical 
incense 5-6

cigarettes as substitute for 136, 
137-9 

indigo 42-3
institutions: and control 187-204 

see also government 
intellectuals: as leaders 40 
interpretation

and control 181-3 
of Eighteen Lords temple 152-3 
and language 205-13 
of religion 5-9,19-20, 117-18, 

123-4
of resistance 3-15 
and saturation 16-29 
social power of 221-4 
and spirit possession 75-6 
and Taiping 86-7, 94-110 
of Tiananmen 192-6; by 

state 196-200
interpretative communities 21-2 

and government 176-80 
in Hua County 38-9 
in religion 53-6 
in Xunzhou Prefecture 84 

Iran 220



252 Index

Italy
dass consciousness 9 
official language 207 

lu leng Kong temples 131 
see also Eighteen Lords temple; 

ghost worship

Japan: occupation of Taiwan 114
Jiang Jingguo 115, 178
Jiang Nan 178, 179
jiao 53, 58
journeys, spirit 71-2
jumping (tiao) T7

Kalahari (Nigeria) 87
King Gan (Gan Wang) 57-8, 63
Krištof, Nicholas 204

Lai Ning 200, 203 
land reform: Taiping 33 
Lang temple 59 
language

anti-totalitarian 206 
and cultural domination 181-2, 

189, 205-13
saturation of meaning 16-29 
wooden 206 

language games 69-70 
Lee, Ann 92-3 
Lefort, Claude 214 
Lei Feng 199,203 
Le Roy Ladurie, E. 25 
Lévi-Strauss, Claude: 

mediators 16-17 
LiMeishu 121,172-3 
Li Peng 191 
Lian family 164-5 
Liang A-fa 36, 38 
Liao Tianding temple 137,147 

television soap opera 162-3 
literature: post-structural 

theory 20-2
Liuwu temple, Sigu 47, 59, 61-2 
lotteries 139-42, 178-9 
Luo Dagang 82

Ma Co (Mazu) temples 120 
see also Tian Hou

Mao Zedong 217-18 
Martin, E. see Ahem 
Mazu see Ma Co; Tian Hou 
meaning

multiplidty of 221-4 
of rituals 5-9, 19-20 
saturation of 16-29 
see also interpretation; language 

media
censorship in Taiwan 177 
and Eighteen Lords temple 150, 

151, 157-65 
interpretation of

Tiananmen 197-8 
and subversion 208-11 

mediators 16-17 
mediums 71-3, 77

authority in Taiping 73-5 
and cult organization 91-2 
exposure of criminals 98-9 
spirit writing 174-5 
in Taiwan 146 
see also possession, spirit 

military: after Tiananmen 198 
miners, silver 43 
mothers, new: and 

pollution 136-7 
Mountainstreet village 171-2 
mourning

as free space 191-3 
symbolism 193-4 

movements, new: leaders 39-40 
movies

Eighteen Lords temple 150, 
157-61

and subversion 209-10 
music

and subversion 209-10 
in Taiwanese rituals 122 
Tristan chord 16-17

names: and identity 215 
Nanjing: Taiping in 104-5 
Nanjing Museum 191-2 
networks, personal {guanxi) 201-3 
newspapers: and subversion 209 
nostalgia campaign 199, 210-11, 

217-18



Index 253

offerings: in Eighteen Lords 
temple 135-9 

officials see government 
Opium War (1839-42) 43 
opossums 16 
orthodoxy 20, 117 
Overmyer, D. L. 169-70

Palau Modekngei 81, 90 
Pangu 47,58-9 
peasant culture 10-12 

see also working class 
People's Daily 197,208,209 
piancai 148-9 
pigs: in rituals 6, 7-8, 19 
pirates, river 43, 44 
Poland 220

official language 206 
Polanyi, K. 149
pollution: of new mothers 136-7 
Portugal: official language 207 
possession, spirit 34

emotional power of 75-9 
faking 105 
mass 77, 89-90
and organization of cults 87-94 
power of 72-85 
problems of 103-4 
and social boundaries 79-82 
of Taiping 69-75, 78-81, 82-5, 

97-8, 103-4 
in Taiwan 141, 146 
in Xunzhou Prefecture 69-72 

post-structuralism 221 
and meaning 20-2 

precipitation 26-9 
in Eighteen Lords 

temple 154-68 
and saturation 180-3 
of Taiping 35, 86-110 

priests, Daoist 123 
publications

Eighteen Lords booklet 164-5 
of Taiping 100-1

Qiansa temple 59 
qigong exercise 216-17

Rabelais, Francois 11, 17-18

rainbows 16
rationalization 22-3, 106-7 
reciprocity: in socialist 

systems 201-3 
religion

and capitalism 148-52, 166-7 
in China 51-6 
control of 54-6, 169-80 
and government 169-72,

176-80
and Hong Xiuquan 36-40, 72 
and lotteries 139-42 
and resistance 220 
resurgence of 217; in

Taiwan 115-16, 146-8 
and Taiping 34-5, 50-1, 60-4 
in Xunzhou Prefecture 47-8, 

56-60
see also ghost worship;

possession, spirit; ritual- 
temples

Religion of Compassion (Cihui 
Tang) 77—8, 82 

resistance 180-3 
concepts of 3-13 
and Eighteen Lords 

temple 166-8
and interpretation 13-15, 16-29 
and official language 208-13 
and organization 218-21 
religious activity as 116-18 

Rév, István 213-14 
reversals: of dominant 

order 12-13
revolution: and death 191-5 
rice lords (mifan zhu) 45-6 
Righteous Dog (Yiquan) 

temples 135 
rituals 76

control of 54-6, 172-4 
in Eighteen Lords temple 127, 

135-9
meanings of 5-9, 19-20 
and possession cults 81-5 
and Taiping 63-4 
in Taiwanese temples 122-3 
see also ghost worship 

Roberts, Issachar 50, 64, 94 
Rohsenow, H. 116



254 Index

romance of resistance 13 
rural unrest

and free space 40-9 
theories of 41-2

Sangren, Steven 117 
Sanjiang 57, 58, 59 
Sanxia (Taiwan) 

ghost festival 171 
meanings of rituals 7, 8, 19 
temples 55-6, 119, 121 

saturation 180-3 
of meaning 16-29 
in spirit possession 75-6, 83-4 
in Taiping 35, 51-68 
in Taiwanese ghost 

worship 129-53 
in Taiwanese ritual 110-28 

Schöpflin, G. 206 
Scott, James 10, 11,14 
second economy 201-2 
sects 174-6

see also under specific names 
sesame oil chicken: as 

offering 136-7 
sexuality

female, threat of 136-7 
unclean 135 

Shakers (American) 92-3 
Shang oracles 92 
Shi Dakai 47, 66, 80, 98 
signs 76 
silver mines 43 
singing, paired 47, 57, 59, 61-2 
socialist states 

free space 200-4 
and identity 213-18 
official language 205-6 

Soviet Union: official 
language 206 

spirits: corrupt 74-5
see also journeys; possession; 

writing
state see government 
strongmen 45-6 
structuralism: and mediators 17 
students

in Tiananmen
demonstrations 190-6

after Tiananmen
demonstrations 198 

study groups 211-12
alternative institutions 203-4 
interpretation of

Tiananmen 198 
subversion 13, 208-13 
superstition 176 
symbolism: in Tiananmen 193-4

T-shirts: as subversion 210-11 
Táboríte heresy 90-1 
Taiping (formerly God 

Worshipers) 3, 13, 28 
background 33-49 
bandit recruitment 44-5 
ethnic composition 79-80 
free space for 40-9, 51-60 
ideology 33-5; religious 

belief 34-5,50-1, 60-4 
magical curing 64-8 
mediums 73-5 
political organization 86-110 
publications 100-1 
resistance 167-8 
and saturation 50-68 
spirit possession 69-85 
transformation 86-7, 97-103 
women in 82-3 

Taiwan
ghost worship 3-4, 28; and 

cultural domination 169­
83; precipitations 154-68; 
saturated ritual 129-53 

guniang temples 59 
lotteries 139-42, 178-9 
religion: background 113-28; 

and capital 148-52, 166-7; 
control of 176-80; 
resurgence of 115-16,146-8 

Religion of Compassion 77-8, 
82

rituals 5-9, 19, 118-24 
Taro Cult (New Guinea) 79, 81 
Taussig, Michael 3, 11, 149, 166 
television

Eighteen Lords temple soap 
opera 161-4 

subversion 208-9



Index 255

temples 52-3
control of ritual 55-6 
destruction by Taiping 61, 62, 

100,106 
multiple 120 
three wall 131 
in Taiwan 115-16;

architecture 119-22 
in Xunzhou Prefecture 47-8, 

56-60
see also Eighteen Lords temple 

Thailand: ghosts 143-4 
Thistle Mountain (Zijing Shan) 41, 

43, 50, 57, 58, 59 
Thom, F. 206 
Thompson, E. P. 10 
Three Generations temples 56-7, 

58, 62, 100
Tian Hou (Mazu) 51, 54, 173-4 

see also Ma Co 
Tiananmen Square

demonstrations 4, 28-9 
background 189-91 
interpretations of 192-6; by 

state 196-200 
and resistance 218-21 
television news 208-9 

totalitarianism
and control 188-204 
and identity 213-18 
and resistance 219-21 

traitors: exposure by 
mediums 98-9 

Triads 44-5, 70, 114 
Tristan chord 16-17 
Turner, Victor 6 

communitas 26

visions 76
of Hong Xiuquan 36-40, 72

Wagner, Richard: Tristan and 
Isolde 16-17 

Wallace, Anthony 40 
Wang Qingcheng 101 
Wang Zuoxin 95

Watchtower movement 
(Rhodesia) 88-9 

Watson, J.L. 54,55, 173 
Way of Unity (Yiguan Dao) 175 
Weber, Max 179

rationalization 22-3, 106-7 
Wei Changhui 80, 97, 98 
Wierzbicka, A. 206 
women

new mothers and 
pollution 136-7 

and spirit possession 81-3 
in Taiping 82-3 

working class: tacit 
resistance 9-15 

writing, spirit 174-5

Xiangzhou 57, 63 
Xiao Chaogui 80, 82-3

as Jesus 94,96,97-8,99-100, 
104

status in Taiping 73-4 
Xunzhou Prefecture 

magical curing 65-7 
religion in 56-64 
rural unrest 40-9 
spirit possession 70-2

Yang Qingxiu 69
status in Taiping 73, 74 

Yang Xiuqing 80, 82 
downfall 104-5, 108 
as God 94, 98-100, 103 
magical curing 66-7 

Yao 80
Pangu god 47, 58-9 
spirit journeys 72, 73 
in Xunghou Prefecture 46, 48 

YaoYing 99,170

Zhang Zhao (Big-head Goat) 44, 
45

Zhao Ziyang 191 
Zhou Enlai 192 
Zhou Xineng 99 
Zhuang 80

in Xunzhou Prefecture 46, 47


