
Contents

Acknowledgm ents • vii

1. Introduction
A Legacy o f Raised Expectations

Christa Salamandra and Leif Stenberg • 1

2. What Lies Beneath
Political Criticism in Recent Syrian Fiction 

Max Weiss • 16

3. Syrias Drama Outpouring 
Between Complicity and Critique

Christa Salamandra • 36

4. The “Whisper Strategy”
How Syrian Drama Makers Shape Television Fiction 
in the Context o f Authoritarianism and Commodification 

Donatella Della Ratta • 53

5 . Cultural Liberalization or Marginalization?
The Cultural Politics o f Syrian Folk Dance during Social Market Reform 

Shayna Silverstein • 77

6. Christian Charities and the Ba‘thist 
Regime in Bashar al-Asad s Syria
A Comparative Analysis

Laura Ruiz de Elvira • 92

7. Performing the Nation
Syrian Christians on the National Stage 

Andreas Bandak • 110



vi Contents

8. Merchant Background, Bourgeois Ethics 
The Syrian 'ulama’ and Economic Liberalization

Thomas Pierret • 130

9. Muslim Organizations in Bashar s Syria
The Transformation o f the Shaykh Ahm ad Kuftaro Foundation 

Leif Stenberg • 147

Notes • 171

Bibliography • 209

Contributors • 225

Index • 227


