Ata time ot considerable academic and political backlash against multiculturalismi,
this book provides a timely counter-narrative. It shows how social dispositions and
settlements are forged inthe routines of the encounter, with the ecology of practices,
forexample, the quality of projects and shared spaces, the nature of the encounter,
the depth of negotiation, the struggles won or lost, shaping outcomes. It dispels a
politics of the recipe - the mix of this or that kind of person - that now rules out
the diverse society in favour of a politics of the rub attending to the ways in which
people engage with each other in particular situations. It takes diversity for granted
and it looks for ways of making it work. Thisisan important book.’

- Ash Amin, University of Cambridge, UK

In many countries, particularly in the Global North, established forms of solidarity
within communities are said to be challenged by the increasing ethnic and cultural
diversity of the population. Against the backdrop of renewed geopolitical tensions -
which inflate and exploit ethno-cultural, rather than political-economic cleavages
- concerns are raised that ethnic and cultural diversity challenge both the formal
mechanisms of redistribution and informal acts of charity, reciprocity and support
which underpin common notions of community.

This book focuses on the innovative forms of solidarity that develop around the joint
appropriation and the envisaged common future of specific places. Drawing on
examples from schools, streets, community centres, workplaces, churches, housing
projects and sporting projects, it provides an alternative research agenda from
the ‘loss of community’ narrative. It reflects on the different spatiotemporal frames
in which solidarities are nurtured, the connections forged between solidarity and
citizenship, and the role of interventions by professionals to nurture solidarity in
diversity.

This timely and original work will be essential reading for those working in human
geography, sociology, ethnic studies, social work, urban studies, political studies and
cultural studies.
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