
‘At a  time ot cons iderab le  a c a d e m i c  a n d  political back lash  ag a in s t  multiculturalismi, 
this book  provides a  timely counter-narrative. It shows how social dispositions an d  
se ttlem ents  a re  forged  in the  routines of the  encounter ,  with th e  eco logy  of practices, 
for exam ple , the  quality of projects a n d  shared  sp aces ,  the  n a tu re  of th e  encounter, 
th e  d e p th  of negotiation, the  struggles won or lost, shap ing  ou tcom es. It dispels a  
politics of th e  rec ipe  -  th e  mix of this or th a t  kind of person  -  th a t  now rules out 
th e  diverse society in favour of a  politics of the  rub a t ten d in g  to the  ways in which 
p e o p le  e n g a g e  with e a c h  o ther  in particular situations. It takes diversity for g ran ted  
a n d  it looks for ways of m aking it work. This is a n  im portan t book .’
-  Ash Amin, University of Cambridge, UK

In m an y  countries, particularly in the  Global North, estab lished  forms of solidarity 
within com m unities a re  said to b e  c h a l le n g e d  by th e  increasing ethnic a n d  cultural 
diversity of th e  population. Against th e  b a c k d ro p  of ren ew ed  geopolitical tensions -  
which inflate a n d  exploit ethno-cultural, ra ther th a n  political-econom ic c leav ag es  
-  co n ce rn s  a re  raised th a t  e thnic  a n d  cultural diversity ch a l le n g e  both  the  formal 
m echan ism s of redistribution a n d  informal ac ts  of charity, reciprocity a n d  support 
which underp in  co m m o n  notions of community.

This book focuses on the  innovative forms of solidarity th a t  d ev e lo p  a round  the  joint 
appropria tion  a n d  the  en v isag ed  co m m o n  future of specific p laces .  Drawing on 
exam ples  from schools, streets, com m unity  centres, w orkplaces, churches, housing 
projects a n d  sporting projects, it provides a n  a lternative research  a g e n d a  from 
the  ‘loss of com m unity ’ narrative. It reflects on th e  different spatio tem pora l frames 
in w hich solidarities a re  nurtured, the  connec tions  forged  b e tw e e n  solidarity a n d  
citizenship, a n d  the  role of interventions by professionals to  nurture solidarity in 
diversity.

This timely a n d  original work will b e  essential read ing  for those  working in hum an  
g eo g rap h y , sociology, ethnic  studies, social work, u rban  studies, political studies a n d  
cultural studies.
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