
List of Illustrations ix 
List of Tables xi 

Preface xiii 
Introduction 3

I. The Background
1. THE VILLAGE AND ITS SETTING 11

Slovenia 11
The Cerknica Basin 16
Zerovnica 20

2. THE VILLAGE IN HISTORY 34
From Prehistoric Times to 1848 34
From the End of Serfdom through World W ar I:
1848-1918 41
The Interwar Years : 1918-41 4 2
World W ar II: 1941-45 44
TheEarly Postwar Period: 1945-48 49

II. The Developing Socioeconomic Structure
3. THE EARLY SOCIETY 55

Inheritance Practices 55
A Village-Origin Legend 57
The Question of the Zadruga in Slovenia 59

4. THE STEM FAMILY AND TRADITIONAL ELITES 65
Family Size and Composition 67
Traditional Marriage Patterns 68
Emigration and Family Ties 71
Family Histories and Village Structure 72



VI Contents

5. THE VILLAGE SOCIOECONOMIC STRUCTURE AND THE

OUTSIDE WORLD 83

Poverty and Its Solutions: 1848-1941 84
Social and Economic Strata: 1848-1941 89

Cottagers 92
Specialists 93
Average Holders 93
Larger Holders 94

National Economic Measures and the Village: 1948-53 96
The Evolution of the Working Co-operative after 1953 99
Changes Affecting the Village Economy since 1953 100
The Village, the Co-operative, and the Factory 103
Social and Economic Strata Today 110

Landless or Nearly Landless Factory Workers 112
Quarter-Zemljak Factory Workers 115
Families Having No Outside Employment 118

Quarter-Z emljaks 118
Hali-Zemljaks 121

Families Having One or More Members in Non­
factory Outside Employment 12 3

The N ew  Elite 12 3
Landless or Nearly Landless Families 12 8
Quarter-Z emljaks 12 9

III. The People and Their Institutions
6 . THE VILLAGE ECONOMY 13 3

Agriculture 134
Crop Rotation 134
Technology 137
Some Examples of Cultivation 142
Animal Husbandry 143

Hunting and Fishing 145
The Yearly Round of Activities 147
The Division of Labor within the Family 147

The Men’s Workday (Summer 1965) 149
The Women’s Workday (Summer 1965) 150

Local Trade and Industry 151
Inns, Stores, and Local Prices 156
Levels of Living 160



Contents vii

7. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THE STATE I 7 I

Prewar Zerovnica 171
The Developing Communal System 17 2
Postwar Zerovnica 17 8

8. SOCIAL ASPECTS OF VILLAGE LIFE 183
F amily Relationships 18 3
Social Activities 189

9. RELIGION 195
Prewar Observances 195
Postwar Observances 197

10. THE LIFE CYCLE 202

Birth and Early Childhood 202
Later Childhood and Adolescence 204
Young Adulthood 208
Old Age and Death 21 о

11. THE QUESTION OF MODERNIZATION 2 11

Projected Agricultural Reforms: 1964-65 214
Attitudes of Landowners toward Reforms: 1965 216
New Policies for Private Agriculture: 1969 221

12. THE PEASANT WORLD VIEW  224
Traditional and Changing Values 225
The Question of the Image of Limited Good 230

Notes 243 
Bibliography 255 

Index 261


