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“ In this beautifully written and cogently argued book, Lambros Malafouris 
draws on recent developments in cognitive science and philosophy of 
mind to construct Material Engagement Theory (MET), a framework that 
sees action as a form of cognition. He shows how this theory has sur­
prising implications not just for cognitive archaeology, but for the rest of 
cognitive science as well. This is a ‘must read’ book for everyone who 
is interested in how the particularly human way of thinking came into 
existence."

Edwin Hutchins, Professor of Cognitive Science, University of California, San Diego

“ In this book, Malafouris engages critically with a broad sweep of con­
temporary theories regarding material culture, evolution, and mind. He 
takes a radical view of human being, in which mind is continuous with 
the material world with which it is engaged. This is a viewpoint that gives 
archaeology a solid role within the social and human sciences, and that 
challenges many of our everyday assumptions about how we think our 
minds work."

Ian Hodder, Dunlevie Family Professor, Department of Anthropology,
Stanford University

“Lambros Malafouris has conjured up a gripping detective story, piecing 
together evidence to unravel the workings of today’s human mind. He 
reveals how it has been manipulated and affected by the world around it 
from prehistory to the modern day. As well as its historical importance in 
cognitive archaeology, How Things Shape the Mind alerts our attention to 
the mind’s future evolution." b

Kevin Warwick, Professor of Cybernetics, University of Reading
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