
Contents

List of figures vii
List of contributors viii
Acknowledgements xiii

Introduction 1

PART I
W hat do we know? The principles of action research  21

1 What do we know? The principles of action research 23

2 How do we come to know? Linking theory and practice 38

3 Who has influenced our thinking? Key theorists in action
research 54

4 What do we need to know? Exercising educational influence 72

PART II
W hat do we do with our knowledge? The practices
of action research  87

5 How do we do action research? Planning and doing a project 89

6 Monitoring practice, gathering data, generating evidence,
and ethics 104

7 Practical issues 119



vi Contents

PART III
How do we share our knowledge? W riting up and making 
public

8 Testing the validity of knowledge claims

9 Writing and presenting action research reports

10 Judging quality and demonstrating impact: The significance 
of your action research

131

133

145

159

PART IV
How do we use our knowledge? Action research  for 
good o rder

11 Action research for personal, social and institutional 
transformation

12 Action research for good order

173

175

188

PART V
Hopes and prospects

13 Whither action research? 203

Notes
References
Index

209
210 
220


