
Contents

1 Why Study Generations? 1
Features of the Problem of Generations Today 3

History and Biography 3
Continuity and Change 5
Gender^ Reproduction, and Life Course 8
Boundaries and Labels 9

Generations and the Sociology of Knowledge 12
References 14

2 Fresh Contacts, Education, and the Cultural Heritage 19
Fresh Contacts and the Cultural Heritage 22
Tensions Within, and Beyond, the Curriculum 23
Instrumentalism versus Humanism: A Long-Running 'Tension 25
Post- Waг Си rriculum Conflicts 30
Gove versus the Blob 32
The Market, the State, and the Juggernaut of Instrumentalism 36 
Conclusion 40
References 40

3 Teachers, the End ofldeology, and the Pace of Change 43
Relativism and the Sociology of Knowledge 45
Teachers: Mediating the Generation Gap 47
Generational Consciousness and the Pace of Change 49
Intellectual Antinomianism and the Adversary Culture 52

IX



X CONTENTS

Те eich er s as Agents of Change
Risk Consciousness and Teachers as Technicians
Conclusion
References

56
59
62
63

4 ‘Safeguarding’, Child Protection and Implicit Knowledge
Child Abuse as Metaphor 
Every Child Matters 
Risk and Regulation
Intergenerational Estrangement and the Problem of Adult 

Identity
Generational Distancing and Socialisation in Reverse 
‘Healthy Eating' and the Problem of Knowledge 
Conclusion 
References

67
68 
71 
74

76
78
80
82
84

5 Gender and the Intimate Politics of Reproduction
Demography and the ‘Natural Existence' of Generations 
Gender and the Generational Contract 
The Birth of Social Policy and the Problem of Reproduction 
The Sixties and the ‘War over the Family'
Generations and the Transformation of Intimacy
Conclusion
Note
References

6 Conclusion
References

89
91
94
95 

102 
103 
109
109
110

113
116

117References

Index 119


