
Contents

Maps viii
Introduction xiii

1 The First Caliphs 1

2 The Executive Caliphate: The Rule of the Umayyads 33

3 The Early Abbasid Caliphate 63

4 The Culture of the Abbasid Caliphate 99

5 The Later Abbasid Caliphate 129

6 Three Authors in Search of the Caliphate 161

7 The Caliphate of the Shi ites 173

8 The Umayyads of Córdoba 205

9 The Almohad Caliphs 229

10 The Caliphate under the Mamluks and Ottomans 247

11 The Twentieth Century and Beyond 267

Acknowledgements 277
Glossary 279
List of Caliphs 283
Notes 287
Further Reading 291
Index 295

vii


