
Contents

List of Jab les page ix
List of Figures xi
Preface and Acknowledgments xiii

PART I UNDERSTANDING SECULARIZATION

1 The Secularization Debate 3
2 Measuring Secularization 33
3 Comparing Secularization Worldwide 53

PART II CASE STUDIES OF RELIGION AND POLITICS

4 The Puzzle of Secularization in the United States and
Western Europe 83

5 A Religious Revival in Post-Communist Europe? 111
6 Religion and Politics in the Muslim World 133

PART III THE CONSEQUENCES OF SECULARIZATION

7 Religion, the Protestant Ethic, and Moral Values 159
8 Religious Organizations and Social Capital 180
9 Religious Parties and Electoral Behavior 196

vii



v iii CONTENTS

CONCLUSIONS

10 Secularization and Its Consequences 215
11 Reexamining the Theory of Existential Security 243
12 Reexamining Evidence for the Security Thesis 253

Appendix A : Classifications o f  Types o f  Society 283
Appendix B: Concepts and Measures 287
Appendix C: Technical Note on the Freedom o f  Religion Scale 293
Notes 295
Bibliography 331
Index 359


