KRAJINNA POKRYVKA predstavuje fyzicky stav st¢asnej krajiny, reprezentovany prirod-
nymi, ako aj ¢lovekom modifikovanymi a vytvorenymi objektmi. Zaroven je vel'mi dobrym
indikatorom sucasneho vyuZitia krajiny.

Na Slovensku sU najintenzivnejSie vyuzivané predovsetkym rovinné €asti nizin, okrem
mokrad'ovych depresii a zaplavovanych niv. Dokumentuje to vyrazna prevaha polnohospo-
darskej ornej pody, na mnohych miestach poprerusovana enklavami lesov, Ik a pasienkov
a pozdlz vodnych tokov lok&lnymi mociarmi. V pahorkovitych €astiach niZin su viac zastd-
pené lesy, lUky a pasienky, ale aj vinice, sady a miestami chmelnice. Prevazujuce pol'nohos-
podarske arealy spolu s arealmi urbanizovanej krajiny sa nachadzaju aj v kotlinach.
Dominanciu obytnej zastavby v sidlach dopliaja zény priemyslu, dopravy, vystavby, ale aj
zelene, Sportu a vol'ného Casu. VyznamnejSie rekreacné aredly sa nachadzaju pri vel'kych
vodnych plochéach: Oravské priehrada, Zemplinska Sirava, Liptovskd Mara, Velkd Domasa,
alebo su sucastou lesnych a poloprirodnych arealov (napr. Tatry, Nizke Tatry). Velké arealy
lesov pokryvaju pohoria a zaroven indikuju reliéf Slovenska. Listnaté lesy sa nachéadzaju
v niZ§ich teplejSich Castiach pohori. S rastdcou nadmorskou vySkou a klesajlcou teplotou
pribadajd zmieSané a ihlicnaté lesy vyrazne poznacené Cinnostou ¢loveka. Vysokohorska
krajina je vyuZivana len na rekreaciu alebo na extenzivne polnohospodéarstvo. Porasty ko-
sodreviny, alpinske Iuky a bralny reliéf si ¢lovekom ovplyvnené najmenej a si chranené
v narodnych parkoch a chranenych krajinnych oblastiach.

Pre lepSie poznanie, ale aj racionalne vyuzivanie krajiny, jej zdrojov je d6lezité mat pre-
hl'ad ojej suasnom stave, ako aj aktualne informécie o prebiehajucich zmenach.

Monografia poskytuje prehlad pristupov ziskavania informaécii o krajinnej pokryvke a vy-
uziti krajiny Slovenska, charakterizuje ju a predstavuje moznosti sledovania jej zmien pro-
strednictvom novych geoinformacénych technol6gii, medzi ktorymi méa vyrazné postavenie
dialkovy prieskum Zeme.

LAND COVER is the physical state of the contemporary landscape as represented by natu-
ral, as well as by man modified and created objects. It is simultaneously a very good indica-
tor of the present state of land use.

The flat parts of lowlands apart from waterlogged depressions and inundated flood-
plains are the most intensively used areas in Slovakia.This can be seen by the distinct pre-
valence of agricultural arable land frequently interrupted by enclaves of forests, meadows
and pastures, and by local swamps along the watercourses. Forests, meadows and pastures,
but also vineyards, orchards, and occasionally hop plantations are abundant in the hilly
part of lowlands. Agricultural areas along with urbanised areas also prevail in the basins of
Slovakia. The dominating residential urban fabric in the settlements is supplemented by the
industrial or transport zones, urban greenery, and sport and leisure areas. Large recreation
areas are next to water bodies such as the Oravska priehrada, Zemplinska Sirava, Liptovska
Mara, and Velkd DomaSa dams or they are part of the forest and semi-natural areas (for
example the Vysoké Tatry Mts. or Nizke Tatry Mts.). Large areas of forests cover the moun-
tain ranges and at the same time indicate the relief of Slovakia. Broad-leaved forests are to
be found in the lower and warmer parts of the mountain ranges. Increasing sea levels and
decreasing temperatures also increase the areas of mixed and coniferous forests that are
affected by intensive human activity. High-mountain areas are used only for recreation or
extensive agriculture. Dwarf mountain pine shrubs, alpine meadows and “klippen” relief
forms are the least affected by human activity and they are protected in national parks and
nature parks.

Profound understanding and more rational use of land and its resources in future relies
on research, which in turn requires topical information about ongoing changes.

The monograph provides a review of approaches to obtaining information on land cover
and land use in Slovakia, its characterization and presentation of options for monitoring the
landscape changes by means of modern geoinformation technologies among which remote
sensing is especially important.
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