
'An excellent assemblage of scholars who reflect insightfully on the major ideas of the most 
influential contributors to urban theory and practice of the past three decades.'
Michael Peter Smith, Distinguished Research Professor of Urban and Community Studies, 
University of California

'The contributors weave together the personal and professional, providing wonderful insights 
into the people behind contemporary urban studies. A must-read for all who want to know 
more about why we understand cities in the way we do!'
Kevin Ward, Professor of Human Geography, University of Manchester

Key Thinkers on Cities provides an engaging introduction to the dynamic field of contemporary 
urban studies. It profiles the work of 40 innovative thinkers who have shaped how cities are 
understood, researched, debated and acted upon. This book offers a fresh look at established 
thinkers foundational to urban scholarship, while incorporating those who have brought a 
concern for cities to widespread audiences, and comprises:

An introductory essay: 'How to think about cities'
A focus on current innovative and influential research in the field of urban studies 
An explication of key ideas and notable contributions from each key thinker 
Insights across a wide range of academic and professional disciplines, theoretical perspectives 
and methodological approaches

This is the definitive text for students, and anyone interested in the study of cities and urban 
life, across the fields of anthropology, economics, geography, sociology and urban planning.

Regan Koch is a Lecturer in Human Geography at Queen Mary University of London.
Alan Latham is a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Geography, University College London.
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