GORDON L ROTTMAN

entered the US Army in 1967,
volunteered for Special Forces
and completed training as a
weapons specialist. He served
in the 5th Special Forces
Group in Vietnam in 1969-70
and subsequently in airborne
infantry, long-range patrol
and intelligence assignments
until retiring after 26 years.
He was a special operations
forces scenario writer at the
Joint Readiness Training
Center for 12 years and

is now a freelance writer,
living in Texas.

ADAM HOOK studied graphic
design, and began his work
as an illustrator in 1983.

He specializes in detailed
historical reconstructions,
and has illustrated Osprey
titles on the Aztecs, the
Greeks, the American Civil
War and the American
Revolution. His work features
in exhibitions and publications
throughout the world.

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

THE HELICOPTER

* Main types, designations and popular names - US Army
and Marine Corps

* The enemy threat to helicopters

 Helicopter armament

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AIR MOBILITY

» General Gavin’sinitiative, 1954-Aerial Combat
Reconnaissance Platoon, 1956 - the Rogers Board, and
101st Combat Aviation Battalion (Provisional), 1960-
the Howze Board, 1962

* 11th Air Assault Division (Test), 1963 - 1st Cavalry Division
(Airmobile), 1965

AIRMOBILE UNITS IN VIETNAM

* Capabilities of 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

* From Airborne to Airmobile

» The aviators - numbers and demand - training: Army
and Marine Corps

* The airmobile division - Pathfinders - Army aviation units

» Marine aviation units

AVIATION MISSIONS

* The variety of possible tasks - the limitations - crew chiefs -
maintenance - weather

» The variety and doctrine of airmobile operations -
‘Jitterbug” and “Chickenhawk”

 Planning the airmobile assault - reconnaissance and
preparation - landing zones: hazards and limitations

THE AIRMOBILE ASSAULT

» The pick-up - the approach flight - artillery and gunship
preparation - off-loading - command and control -
reinforcement, medevac and resupply

GUNSHIP TACTICS

* Attack missions - teams - communication with ground units -
target location and fire control - scout tactics

ASSESSMENT OF OPERATIONS
FURTHER READING
PLATE COMMENTARIES

INDEX

18

22

42

50

56

59
61
61
64



