
Contents

[INTRODUCTION]

Feminism (n.): Plural ix

[ME]

Feel Me. See Me. Hear Me. Reach Me. 3 
Peculiar Benefits 13 

Typical First Year Professor 20 
To Scratch, Claw, or Grope Clumsily or Frantically 29

[GENDER & SEXUALITY]

How to Be Friends with Another Woman 47 
Girls, Girls, Girls 31 

I Once Was Miss America 61 
Garish, Glorious Spectacles 71 
Not Here to Make Friends 83 

How We All Lose 96 
Reaching for Catharsis: Getting Fat Right 

(or Wrong) and Diana Specifier’s Skinny 109 
The Smooth Surfaces of Idyll 121 

The Careless Language of Sexual Violence 128 
What We Hunger For 137



Contents

The Illusion of Safety/The Safety of Illusion 141 
The Spectacle of Broken Men 154 

A Tale of Three Coming Out Stories 160 
Beyond the Measure of Men 170 

Some Jokes Are Funnier Than Others 177 
Dear Young Ladies Who Love Chris Brown 

So Much They Would Let Him Beat Them 183 
Blurred Lines, Indeed 187 

The Trouble with Prince Charming, 
or He Who Trespassed Against Us 192

[RACE & ENTERTAINMENT]

The Solace of Preparing Fried Foods and 
Other Quaint Remembrances from 

1960s Mississippi: Thoughts on The Help 207 
Surviving Django 218 

Beyond the Struggle Narrative 227 
The Morality of Tyler Perry 233 

The Last Day of a Young Black Man 243 
When Less Is More 250

[POLITICS, GENDER & RACE]

The Politics of Respectability 257 
When Twitter Does What Journalism Cannot 261 

The Alienable Rights of Women 267 
Holding Out for a Hero 280 
A Tale of Two Profiles 285 

The Racism We All Carry 290 
Tragedy. Call. Compassion. Response. 294



Contents v ii

[BACK TO ME]

Bad Feminist: Take One 303 
Bad Feminist: Take Two 314

Acknowledgments 319


