2ZIL-157

When the test polygon of
the LA Likhachev
Automobile  Works in
Moscow saw the initial fes-
ting of a new light-weight
fruck with its 6x6 drive in
1956, there was hardly any-
body believing that - in se-
veral years, when the seri-
es production takes ifs full
run - the new prototype
would become one of the
vital types used by the
Soviet Union’s ground for-
ces, that the huge lots in
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many various versions
4474m would be supplied to all
the Warsaw Pact satellite
countries, and - last but
not least - that it would find

ZiL'ls.z CarEO Truck a5 ; : : its manifestation as a very

% good export article to the
o*n pages 6 7 42 = = countries of the so-called
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ZiL-157
Radiolocator Uehicle
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Indeed, it is not very easy
fo find a precise milestone
of the ZIL-157 truck birth.
One has fo look back and
immerse in history. The
Soviet forces were not
much moforized before
1941. To meet the needs of
the army and public sector
as well the lighttonnage
trucks used fo be furned
out, mainly with the 4x2 dri-
ve, with ZIS-6 most widesp-
read among them. But not
even the lafter, despife ifs
large numbers manufactu-
red, could fully satisfy the
demands of the froops be-
ing speedily motorized du-
ring the period from 1939 to
1941. In the war years the
truck production doubled
its volumes and new fypes
began appearing. In addifi-
on fo the 4x2 standard, the
4x4, 6x6, and 6x8 vehicles
started fo make their way
ahead. Not a small benefit
also came in the form of
the frucks and other milita-
ry vehicles supplied within
the “Confract of Loan &
Lease”, being fransported
from the US., the UK., and
Canada by the sea convo-
ys. Not only that these im-
ported vehicles found their
application in service, but
their design soon became
apparent in the home-ma-
de outfput.

Development and fabricati-
on of the frucks did not
slow down anyway with the
end of the war. To meet the
needs of the devastated
country, the wartime ma-
chines (both home-made
and imported) were used
and some large enterprises
also started focusing their
efforfs on the automobile
production.
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A imaginary breakpoint
came with 1948, when the
light-weight truck ZIS-151
with its 6x6 drive saw ifs
first large-lot production.
The fruck became an im-
mediate predecessor of
ZIL-157. Some constfruction
assemblies were plainly
taken over from ZIS-151,
others were innovated or
quite newly brought to li-
fe. Thus, the ZIL-157, which
had been started up in
1958 and survived in its
original design until 1961,
triggered off a long pro-
duction series of the 6x6
light-weight frucks, mee-
ting the high standards in
their qualitative and tech-
nical terms. Since 1961 un-
til 1964 the serial producti-
on of the ZIL-157K upgra-
des was in progress. The
innovation rested in the
drive unit's modified per-
formances, improved de-
sign of the clutch and al-
tered gears. Besides the
conventional truck design

Contents

112 26117

with the freight bearing hull the semi-trailer tractor of the
saddle type, marked ZIL-157KV (its original designation ZIL-
157V was changed in 1962) was also manufactured. As
the production went on, additional technological innova-
tions were appearing, adding the versions of ZIL-157KD,
ZIL-157KG, ZIL-157KE, ZIL-157KJ a ZIL-157GT fo the existing
range. They were exported worldwide, modified in accor-
dance with the pertinent climatic conditions (northern
versions with pre-heaters and efficient or independent
heating systems; southern versions with more profound
dust filters and ventilation systems).

The basic series of ZIL-157KD survived in the large-lot pro-
duction since 1976 until 1982, with some special and small
series being still manufactured at the end of the eighties.
In all of its versions ZIL-157 was really a very successful en-
gineering concept, allowing to use a wide choice of spe-
cial superstructures, while guaranteeing the ability to co-
pe with almost all type of terrain, a relatively high moving
speed, and last but not least an easy operation with the
minimum service and inspection demands. Despite this
automobile's birth in the late fifties if is still much valued
by many states throughout the world for its broad ufility.
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