
Contents

Acknowledgments vii

Preface to the New Paperback Edition  ix

Chapter 1
Introduction 1

Chapter 2
A Cacophony of Causes 17

Chapter 3
South China Interlude 59

Chapter 4
It’s a Matter of Time 77

Chapter 5
Filter Feeding Fails 98

Chapter 6
South African Eden 124

Chapter 7
The Perils of Permian Seas 161

Ch a pter  8 
Denouement 187



218
Ch a p t e r  9
Resurrection and Recovery 

Ch a pt e r  10
The Paradox of the Permo-Triassic 245

Notes 263

References 275

Index 293


