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One of 1976’s jazz h igh lights was the return to  America of 
Dexter Gordon (1923-1990), progenitor of the modern tenor 
saxophone, who^had forged a successful career w hile living in 
Europe the previous 14 'years. Waves of adulation, particularly 
from  younger listeners w ho ’d never before had the pleasure of 
of hearing his sound fi l l  a room , greeted th is  legendary 
im proviser —  so much so that in 1978 Gordon decided to 
resettle in Jazz Central: Mew York.

Gordon’s Carnegie Hall concert in September o f that year iced 
the cake —  and his duel w ith fe llow  star tenoris t and longtime 
European resident Johnny G riffin  blew the fros ting  off of 
Dexter’s blues, “ Cheesecake.” “ Long Tall Dexter” and “ The Little 
Giant” also rose to the occasion on “ Blues Up And Down,” which 
alm ost three decades earlier helped launch perhaps the toughest 
of all tenor tandem s, Gene Ammons and. Sonny Stitt.

The three rem aining tracks, all previously unreleased, find 
Gordon in teracting w ith a firs t-ra te  young rhythm  section 
com pris ing pianist George Cables, bassist Rufus Reid, and 
drum m er Eddie Gladden. Like one of his prim ary models, the 
visionary tenor saxophonist Lester Young, Gordon thought like a 
singer when he played a ballad, and his dreamy a rtis try  comes 
to the fore on “ More Than You Know.”

CARNEGIE HALL CONCERT has new lin e r notes by Bob 
Blumenthal and new ly-published photographs: the m usic benefits additionally from  20-bit 
digital remastering. Fans old and new of Dexter Gordon w ill gain added rewards, as well, 
from  having three extended performances by one of modern jazz’s m ajor figures available fo r 
the firs t time.
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