
Contents

Note on Spelling and Other Conventions vi i 
Acknowledgements vili 
List of Abbreviations x

Introduction i

1 Perspectives Old and New 9
Historical Introduction 9
Traditional Perspectives: National Historiography 15 
New Perspectives: Memory 22 
Alternative Perspectives 37

The Memory o f the Past as Cultural Capital 37 
Memory Specialists and Memorability 39 

The Sources 47
Historical Writing in Iceland and Norway 49 
The Icelandic National Histories 51 
The Sagas 55
The Norwegian National Histories 58 

Conclusion 61

2 The Historical Mythology of Iceland 63
The landnám According to íslendingabók 67 
The landnám According to the landnámabcekur 77 
The landnám According to the Norwegian National Histories 87 

Historia Norwegie 89
Historia de Antiquitate Regum Norwagiensium 90 

Settlement Myths 92 
Ingólfr 92 
Haraldr hárfagri 101 

Conclusion 111

3 The Legal Mythology of Iceland 113
íslendingabók and Early Icelandic law 121 
The Adoption of a Series of Oral Laws from Norway 123 
The Acceptance of Christianity 142 
Conclusion 151



CONTENTS

The OLafsLög 155
Early Norwegian Interest in Iceland 158 
The Background and Dating of the Treaty 160 
The Negotiation and Ratification of the Treaty 163 
The Preservation of the Treaty 165 
Contemporary References to the Treaty 170 
Frá rétt Nóregs konungs á íslandi 179

The Right o f the Norwegian King to Self-Summon Cases 179 
The Rights o f Norwegians in Iceland to Enjoy the Same Laws and 
Rights as Men o f That Country 182 
Rights o f Inheritance 183 

Um rétt íslendinga i Nóregi 183
The Legal Status o f Icelanders in Norway 184 
Access to Resources and Inheritance Rights 186 
Icelandic Obligations 186 
Norwegian Perceptions o f the Icelanders 189 

A Revised Interpretation 191 
Military Shelter 192 
Economic Shelter 197 
Conclusion 201

Icelanders and Norwegians 204 
Issues of Identity 204 
Norwegians in Iceland 211 

Geographical Origin 211 
Function 213 

Types of Norwegian 214
Acceptance into Icelandic Society 220 

Icelanders in Norway 222
Icelanders and the Norwegian King in Morkinskinna 230 
The King of Iceland 236 
Conclusion 239

Conclusion 244

Bibliography 257 
Index 292


