
Contents

Abbreviations xii

1. T H E  S HAP E  OF A S A I N T  I

Early Years i
From Student to Teacher 4
Paris to Naples 5
The Last Phase 8
Aquinas’s Character ю
Reading Aquinas Today 16

2 . G E T T I N G  TO G O D  21

Ways not to Get to God 22
God and His Effects: The Five Ways 25
The Existence Argument 31
Creation 33
The Beginning of the World 35

3. W H A T  G O D  IS N O T  40

Not Knowing What God is 40
The Doctrine of Divine Simplicity: Preliminaries 44
The Doctrine of Divine Simplicity: Details 51

4. T A L K I N G  A B O U T  G O D  58

Background to Aquinas 58
Aquinas on God-Talk 60
The Doctrine of Analogy 70
Real and Notional Relations 75

5. P E R F E C T I O N  A N D  G O O D N E S S  80

God is Perfect 80
God is Good 84
God and Evil 89

6. U B I Q U I T Y  TO E T E R N I T Y  98
God’s Presence in Things 98
God is Changeless 101



XIV Contents

God is Eternal 103
Aquinas on Eternity Today 109

7 - O N E N E S S  TO K N O W L E D G E 118
God is One 118
God has Power 121
God's Knowledge 124

8. WILL TO MERCY 139
Will in God 140
Love in God 149
Goďs Justice and Mercy 152

9 - P R O V I D E N C E  A N D  F R E E D O M 158
Providence as God’s Governing of Creatures 158
Miracles 169
Human Freedom 174
Prayer 178

IO . THE E T E R N A L  T R I A N G L E 185
Aquinas and the Doctrine of the Trinity 185
The Trinity and Philosophy 187
Processions in the Trinity IQS
Relations and the Trinity 198
The Persons Taken Individually 202

и . B E I N G  H U M A N 207
Me and My Body 207
Soul and Body 211
Death and the Soul 215
Desire and Action 220

12. HOW TO BE HAP PY 227
Happiness and God 227
Happiness and Need 231
Practical Reasoning 232
Virtues 239
Natural Law 244

13- HOW TO BE HOLY 250
The Human End and Human Nature 250
The Start of the Human Race 25З



Contents XV

The Old Law 257
The New Law 260
Grace 262
The Cause and Kinds of Grace 266

14. T H E  HE ART  OF GRACE 274

Faith 274
Hope 285
Charity 288

15. G O D  I N C A R N A T E  297

The General Nature of Aquinas’s Christology 297
The Union of Divinity and Humanity 300
What was Christ Like? 307

16. T H E  LIFE A N D  WORK OF C H R I S T  320

The General Picture 320
Sin and the Incarnation 321
Satisfaction 324
Merit 332
Justification 335
The Resurrection and Ascension of Christ 339

17. S I G N S  A N D  W O N D E R S  345

Sacraments 346
The Crowning Sacrament: The Eucharist 361

Select Bibliography 377

Index 385


