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"Participant observation lies at the heart of the ethnographic approach to qualitative
research. The essence of participant observation is immersion in the settings, cultural
practices, and daily activities of people who are the focus of study. Through participant
observation, researchers form relationships with people who teach them to see the world
through their eyes. The translation of everyday experience and knowledge acquisition in
the field into the rigorous conduct of participation is rare in the world of qualitative inquiry.
In this valuable and easy to understand book, Kathleen M. DeWalt and Billie R DeWalt,
two widely recognized and internationally known ethnographers, pool their knowledge to
offer a comprehensive and structured approach to participant observation that is a must-
read for initiates and experienced researchers alike."
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in many different cultures—to achieve an understanding of the most fundamental
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researcher and as a useful reference and guide for experienced researchers in many
fields who wish to reexamine their own skills and abilities in light of best practices of
participant observation.
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textual data, issues of sampling, and linking method with theory.
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