
CONTENTS

Acknowledgements vii

Part One Development and Survival Strategies
A 1 Women and development: myths and realities; 

some introductory notes Haleh Afshar 1
2 The emancipation struggles in Iran:

past experiences and future hopes Haleh Afshar 11
3 Chinese models of development and their 

implications for women Delia Davin 30
4 Women, war and underdevelopment in Nicaragua 

Mary Stead 53
5 Constructing a ‘career’ under conditions of 

economic crisis and structural adjustment: the 
survival strategies of Nigerian women Carolyne 
Dennis 88

X 6 Conceptions and misconceptions: the historical 
and cultural context of discussion on women and
development Joanna de Groot 107

Part Two The Rural Experience
7 Gender, food production and property rights: 

constraints on women farmers in southern Africa
Anne V. Akeroyd 139

8 Agricultural mechanisation and labour use: a 
disaggregated approach Bina Agarwal 174

9 Malay women and rice production in 
west Malaysia Cecilia Ng 188

10 Women and their families in the movement for
agricultural collectivisation in Vietnam Le Thi 
Nham Tuyet 211

v



Part Three Resources, Skill and Waged Employment: the 
Indian Experience

11 The Integrated Rural Development Programme 
for women in developing countries: what more 
can be done? a case study from India
Leena Mehendale

12 Institutional credit as a strategy towards 
self-reliance for petty commodity producers in 
India: a critical evaluation Jana Everett
and Mira Savara

13 Women workers in manufacturing industry in 
India: problems and possibilities Rohini P. H.

14 Gender and the politics of production in India 
Salile Westwood

Selected bibliography 
Notes on contributors 
Index

223

239

260

288

309
316
320


