TABLE OF CONTENTS

L. INTRODUCTION. ...ttt nneas 13
1.1 DEFIXIONES: A DEFINITION.....coooiiiiiiiieeie e s 17
1.1.2 Classification OF CUISES.........ccccveiieiieiie i 18
1.1.2.1 NON-SPECITIC CUISES......cieiiiiiiiiiiiie et 18
1.1.2.2 Types of Curses According to Content............ccccceevvvervnenne. 20
1.2 PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE: A Definition..........cccccevvveveiviciciiiise e 24
1.2.1 Prayers for Justice Outside Britannia...........c.ccccceevveveeieeieennnenne. 26
1.2.2 Prayers for Justice from Britannia...........cccccoevevieiieeiiesiesee s, 28
1.2.3 Differences between Curses and Prayers for Justice.................... 30

1.3 DATING AND SPREAD OF THE TABLETS
IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE........coiiiii s 33
1.4 MATERIALS USED.......ccoi it 36
1.5 AUTHORS OF THE CURSES.......ccccooi it 37
1.6 CURSED PEOPLE, FILIATION.....cociiiiciese et 38
1.7 GODS AND DAEMONS.......co it 43
1.7.1 Voces Magicae - Nomina Barbarica, Signa Magica.................... 45
1.7.2 Script in the Service oOf MagicC.........cccccocveiiieiiee e 49
1.8 RITUAL TREATMENT OF TABLET ... 50
1.8.1 Figurines, Materia Magica, GEMS.........ccccccvevveiieneesiesie e 50
1.8.2 Final Treatment ofthe Tablet............ccoooiiiiiiii, 56
1.8.3 Depositing the Tablets — Locations of Findings...........ccccceveenee. 58
1.9 CURSING FORMULARE ...ttt 60
1.9.1 SErUCLUIE OF CUISE....uiiiiiiiiiiiee et 61
1.9.2 Optional Supplements OF CUISES.........cccovveriieiiiiiiecieeeee e 65
1.9.3 Classification of Cursing Formulae............cccooovevveiieccin e, 70
1.10 AIMS AND WISHES OF THE AUTHORS.........cccooeniiiiinenne 77
1.10.1 Aims and Wishes of the Curses’ AUthOrS.........ccccccevvveiieeiieinenn. 77
1.10.2. Aims and Wishes of the Authors of Prayers for Justice.......... 85
1.11 TABLETS EXPECTED EFFECT - DID THEY WORK?................. 92
1.12 CRITERIA OF ANALYSIS. ...t 95
1.12.1 Shared Criteria of Curses and Prayers for Justice..................... 96
1.12.2 Criteria of Analysis Specific t0 CUISES.........cccvvvvieiieiiesiiennens 96
1.12.3 Criteria of Analysis Specific to Prayers for Justice.................... 97
1.13 AIMS OF THE WORK ...ttt 98

1.14 METHODOLOGY ...ttt 100



2. TYPOLOGY OF CURSING.......coiiiiiiiiiiee e 102

2.1 SIMPLE AND COMBINED CURSES.........cccciiiiiriinieee e, 103
2.1.1 Simple Nominal Lists of Cursed People.........c.ccceevvviivecinennnen. 104
2.2. DIRECT CURSING FORMULAE.......c.cccoitiiiiieie it 104
2.2.1 Formula 1. Direct Curse with the Predicates of Cursing............ 104
2.2.2 Formula la: Direct Curse with the Predicates of Committal..... 105
2.3 INVOKING FORMULAE ...ttt 107
2.3.1 Formula 2: Invoking Formula with the Predicates
of Committal, Request, and Plea...........c.ccoiviiiiiiiiincceeees i
2.3.2 Formula 2a: Invoking Formula with the Predicates
of Committal, Request, Plea, and Cursing..........cccccecvvvevieeieennnnnns 114
2.3.3 Formula 3: Imperative Invoking Formula with the Predicate
IN TMPEIATIVE. ...t 116
2.3.4. Formula 3a: Extended Imperative Invoking Formula
with the Predicate in Imperative.........ccccccceve v, 118
2.3.5 Formula 4: Invoking Wish-Formula with the Predicate
in the 3,d sg./pl. Pres. SUbj.....ccocooviiiiiiie e 120
2.3.6 Formula 5: Simile-Formula, i.e. Analogy within Invoking
WISh-FOIrMUIAE.........eoiiiiie e 123

3. OCCURRENCE, DISTRIBUTION, AND DATING OF CURSING

FORMULAE IN PARTICULAR PROVINCES.........ccccoooviiiiieeeeeeieene 127

3.1 CURSING FORMULAE IN CURSES AND PRAYERS
FOR JUSTICE. ..ottt 127
3.1.1 FOrMUIA O e s 127
3.1.2 FOrmula 1 N CUISES.....coiuiiiiiieiiesiieiesiee ettt nreas 128
3.1.2.1 Formula I in Prayers for JUSLICE.........c.cccceevvevveie e, 128
3.1.3 FOrmula 12 in CUISES.......cciuiiiieiieciee e 129
3.1.3.1 Formula 1a in Prayers for JUSHICE.........cccccvrvinirnieniiniesiennns 129
3.1.4 FOrmula 2 N CUISES......cciiriiiieie ettt 130
3.1.4.1 Formula 2 in Prayers for JUSTICE.........ccccccvvvvviiiniesie e, 131
3.1.5 FOrmula 28 iN CUISES......cciuiiiieiieiieeiiee et 131
3.1.5.1 Formula 2a in Prayers for JUSEICE............ccvvvrivnivniiniie e 132
3.1.6 FOrmMula 3 1IN CUISES....c.eiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 132
3.1.6.1 Formula3 in Prayers for JUSTICE.........ccccovviirirniiiie e 133
3.1.7 FOrmula 32 iN CUISES......ccivieiieiieiieeiee et 134
3.1.7.1 Formula 3a in Prayers for JUSEICE..........cccccoviriiiininieiisiec s 134



3.1.8 FOIMUIA 4 1N CUISES. . .ceeeeeeeeeee et e e e e e et ee e e e e e e e e araeeeeeeeees 135

3.1.8.1 Formula 4 in Prayers for JUSEICE.........ccocevveiiiiniiiecere e, 135
3.1.9 Simile-Formula - Formula 5 in CUrSeS.......cccccevvvvvieiieiieiiennn 136
3.1.9.1 Simile-Formula - Formula 5 in Prayers for Justice................. 137
3.2 CONCLUSION......oiiiieitiiieie et 137
3.3. OTHER ADDITIONAL FORMULAE..........cccootiiiiiiiieie e, 145
3.3.1 Time Data iN CUISES......cccviiiiieeii ettt 145
3.3.1.1 Time Data in Prayers for JUSHICE...........cccevvrreiiuenre e 148
TR IV { o] - VUSSP 152
3.3.3 Other Optional Supplements........ccccccvevee e 154
4, TYPES OF CURSES........cco oottt sttt 157
4.1 OCCURENCE AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE PARTICULAR
TYPES OF CURSES IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE........c.cccceovviiniienn. 160
4.1.1 NON-SPECITIC CUISES.....veiieeieeiiesie e 163
4.1.2 Legal CUISES......oiiiei et 164
4.1.3 AQONISTIC CUISES....cvieiiieiiieriieiieiie e sresee et saesaeeste e e sre e e sree e 165
A4.1.4 LOVE SPEIIS.....coiiiiiiie e 166
4.1.5 RIVAITY 1N LOVE....cci ittt 166

5. AIMS AND WISHES OF THE AUTHORS OF CURSES WITH RESPECT

TO THE TYPES OF CURSES........ccoi ottt 168
5.1 OCCURRENCE AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE AIMS OF CURSE
IN RESPECT OF THE TYPE OF CURSE.........ccccooevviieieiece e 171
5.1.1 RESIICHIONS...ccuiiiiiiieiiicie et 171
5.1.2 Disease, Disease/Death, Death..........ccccccoevviiiiiiieiieiieiiecee 173
5.1.3 SEPAIALION....ccuviiiieiieie ettt ettt nreas 175
5.1 OV ..ttt e re s 175
5.2 CONCLUSION. ...ttt ettt 177
6. REASONS FOR THE MAKING OF PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE.............. 180
6.1 THEFTS AND FRAUDS. ...ttt 181
6.2 AIMS OF THE AUTHORS OF PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE
RELATED TO THE DAMAGE SUFFERED........c.ccooeiiniiiiiiin, 184
6.2.1 The Aims of the Authors of Prayers for Justice in Relation
to the Culprit - Revenge/RestriCtions...........cccovvvevieevviiiniinesinsinens 190

6.2.1.1 Punishment/Revenge - Points in Common with Curses... 191



6.2.1.2 Restrictions/Punishment - Points in Common with

LOVE SPEIIS.....ceiiiieie e 194
6.2.1.3 Wishes Specific to Prayers for Justice -
PUNISNMENT/REVENGE. .....coiiiiieiie et 197
6.3 CONCLUSION. ....coiiiiiisiee et 203
T ATALIA e e 206
7.1 NEW FINDINGS. ...ttt 206
7.2 THE EVIDENCE FOUND IN THE TERRITORY OF ANCIENT
ITALIA AND ITS SPECIFIC FEATURES........c.ccviiveieee e 209
7.3 SPECIFIC FEATURES OF THE CURSE TABLETS FOUND IN THE
TERRITORY OF OLD ITALIA ...t 212
7.3.1 NON-SPECITIC CUISES.....cueeivieiiieiiiecie e e et 213
7.3.1.1 Cursing of Body Parts........ccccccviviiiiiiiiiieiic e 213
7.3.1.2 NOMENTUML ..ottt 217
7.3.1.3 IMINTUMO...cciiiiiiiie e 219
7.3.1.4 ROME ..ttt 223
7.3.1.5 BOIOgNa.. ...t 231
7.3.1.6 Cursing of Body Parts in Particular Contexts..................... 236
7.3.2 Other Types OF CUISES.......c.ccveiieiieiecie e 238
7.4 A TABLET FOUND IN THE SPRING OF ANNA PERENNA....... 240
7.5 PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE.......cccooi it 242
7.6 ADDRESSED DEITIES AND DAEMONS........cccooviiiiieereeie e 244
7.6.1 Voces Magicae, Signa Magica, a Non-Standard Orientation
(0] BT od 1 o) SRS 245
7.7 FORMULAE AND CURSED PEOPLE.........ccccooiiiiiiiicc e 245
8. HISPANIA ..ot sttt aa e re e 249
8.1. THE EVIDENCE FOUND IN THE TERRITORY
OF HISPANIA AND ITS SPECIFIC FEATURES..........cccocviiiennnn. 249
8.1.1 NON-SPECITIC CUISES.......eeiveeirieiieiie e ee e 250
8.1.2 Legal CUISES. ..ottt 255
8.1.3 Curses with Amatory Undertones - Rivalry in Love.................. 257
8.2 PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE.......cccot ittt 258
8.3 ADDRESSED DEITIES AND DAEMONS........ccccoiiiiinninieienenen, 262
8.4 VOCES MAGICAE, SIGNA MAGICA, PECULIAR
ORIENTATION OF SCRIPT ....cciiiiiicietse st 262



8.5 FORMULAE AND PEOPLE ACCURSED 262

0. GALLLIA s 264
9.1 THE EVIDENCE FOUND IN THE TERRITORY OF GALLIA AND
ITS SPECIFIC FEATURES.......co ot 265
9.1.1 NON-SPECITIC CUISES.....ccueeitieitieiie s 266
9.1.2 Curses with Amatory Undertones..........ccooeeveeieenenieeneesenseenn, 269
9.1.3 LeQal CUISES.....eiiiieiiieiiesiee sttt 271
9.2 PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE.......ccciiiiiiiiie et 274
9.3 ADDRESSED DEITIES AND DAEMONS........ccccooviiiiieniecne 278
9.4 VOCES MAGICAE, SIGNA MAGICA, PECULIAR
ORIENTATION OF SCRIPT ..ottt 278
9.5 FORMULAE AND PEOPLE ACCURSED........ccccoeviiiieneieein s 279
10. GERMANIA, RAETIA, NORICUM, PANNONIA........cccooiiiieririeieniens 281
10.1 THE EVIDENCE FOUND IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCES
AND ITS SPECIFIC FEATURES........c.cooo i 284
10.1.1 NON-SPECITIC CUISES.....ccviiiiiiieieeie ettt 287
10.1.2 Legal CUISES......coiiiieierierie ettt 295
10.1.3 Amatory Curses - Rivalry in LOVE........cccccvvveiiiiniiicieee 307
10.2 PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE........ccooiiiieieiene e 309
10.2.1 Prayers for Justice in Amatory Context.........c.ccccevvvvviverivennnnnn, 310
10.2.2 Prayers for Justice Using Formula aversus..............ccccceeuvenne. 312
10.2.3 Prayers for Justice Using Peculiar Formulae...........c...ccoccn....e. 314
10.2.4 Prayers for JUSEICE OF CUISES?......ccivevieiieiieesieesee e 318
10.3 ADDRESSED DEITIES AND DAEMONS.......ccccccoevivieie v 320
10.4 VOCES MAGICAE, SIGNA MAGICA, A NON-STANDARD
ORIENTATION OF SCRIPT ...coiiiiieitctee e 321
10.5 FORMULAE AND PEOPLE ACCURSED........ccccoeiviieniiecinieenes 321
11. AFRICAN PROVINCES.........oiiieiiee e 324
11.1 THE EVIDENCE FOUND IN THE TERRITORY OF THE
AFRICAN PROVINCES AND ITS SPECIFIC FEATURES........... 325
11.1.1 NON-SPECITIC CUISES......ociiiiiiiiiiriiee s 326
11.1.2 Legal CUISES.......cceiieeiieece ettt ste st 327
11.1.3.1 Curses against Gladiators............cccceveieiiesiesie s 332
11.1.3.2 Curses against Charioteers and Race-Horses.................. 342

10



11.1.4 LOVE SPEIIS.....oi et 352
11.2 ADDRESSED DEITIES AND DAEMONS, VOCES MAGICAE.... 360

11.3 SIGNA MAGICA, DEPICTION OF DAEMONS,

A NON-STANDARD ORIENTATION AND USE OF SCRIPT...... 362
11.4 FORMULAE AND PEOPLE ACCURSED.......c.cccccoceviviiieciieee, 363
12 BRITANNIA ..ot a et r e sne e 365
12.1 THE EVIDENCE FOUND IN THE TERRITORY OF BRITANNIA
AND ITS SPECIFIC FEATURES........ccooiie e 366
12.1.1 NON-SPECITIC CUISES....cuviiiiiiiiiieii ettt 369
12.2 PRAYERS FOR JUSTICE......cccoii it 374
12.2.1 Texts Pursuing the Return ofthe Stolen Property..................... 375
12.2.2 Texts Pursuing the Return of the Stolen Property via
RESTIICHIONS. ...t 376
12.2.3 Texts Pursuing Vengeance upon or Punishment
OFthe CUIPIIL.....oi e 384
12.3 ADDRESSED DEITIES........ccoo ittt 394
12.4 VOCES MAGICAE, SIGNA MAGICA, A NON-STANDARD
ORIENTATION OF SCRIPT ...ociiiiitcieeseee e 394
12.5 FORMULAE AND PEOPLE ACCURSED.........cccoceiiiniinniiieie e 395
12.5.1 FOIMUIAE.......eoitiiiieii e s 395
12.5.2 VICHMS OF CUISES....ccviiiiiiiieiieitie et 396
12.5.3 Authors and victims of prayers for justice...........c.ccoecrvereiennn, 396
13, SUMMARY L.ttt sttt ettt ene e ste e e stesneenaenns 398
Appendix I: The Corpus Of Latin CUISES........cccceeveeeiieeiiie e e eiee e 426
(0 | - 1T DO USSP 426
1.2, HISPANIA. ..ttt 446
130 GaAlla i s 449
(O T 4 T o] - USSP 453
0 T N Lo ¢ (o1 o PSSP PP 461
1.4.2, RABTIA......cc it 461
A o T (o T TSRS TRR 463
(T ¢ o USSR RP PSRRI 465
(O =T 17 o] ] - VSR POPP PP 500

11



Appendix II: The Corpus of Latin Prayers for JUSEICE............ccccecvevveieeinennennn, 505

| I | - | L= VTR T TR UOPRRPPPPRRRTRRR 505
(O o 1T o =T | - VUSSR 507
(T - 1| LT VTR 508
A CT=Y a0 1 F- 1 | - VR 511
IL4.1. Raetia, PanOnia, IMOEBSIA........coooioeeeeeeeeeeeeee et e e e 515
105, BIIEANNIA. ..o et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e naeeaeas 516
Appendix I11: Concordance to TheDeMa.........c.ccccooviiiiiie i 533
ADBDbreviations and CONVENTIONS. ........ooiee ittt aeaaaaees 539
BIDHOGraphy ... ..o 541

12



