
T w o e b u l l ie n t  y o u n g  m e n  are en g a g ed  in  a p a s s io n a te  se a rch  fo r  d h a rm a , o r  
I tru th . 1 h e ir  m a jo r a d v e n tu re  is th e  p u rs u it  o f  th e  Z e n  way, w h ich  takes th e m  c lim b 

ing  in to  th e  h ig h  S ierras to  seek th e  lesson o f  so litu d e , a lesson th a t  has a h a rd  tim e  
su rv iv in g  th e ir  fo rays in to  th e  p a g a n  g roves o f  S an  F ra n c isc o s  B o h e m ia  w ith  its 

; m a ra th o n  w in e -d r in k in g  b o u ts , p o e try  jam  sessions, ex p e rim en ts  in  “y a b y u m ,” a n d  
j  ̂ s im ila r  n o n a sc e tic  p as tim es .

T h is  au tob iograph ica l novel appeared  ju st a year after the  a u th o rs  explosive On the 
{ Road p u t  th e  Beat g enera tion  on  th e  literary m ap  a n d  K erouac o n  th e  best-seller lists, 
j T h e  sam e expansiveness, h u m o r, an d  contagious zest for life th a t sparked  th e  earlier novel 
1 ignites th is one. , /r ; f . ;
I “ . . . a  fine, clear narra tion  by  Parker. S o u n d  quality  is excellent." — K L IA T T

J a c k  K e r o u a c  (1922-1969) was horn in Lowell, Massachusetts. He attended local Catholic schools and 
eventually Columbia University, becoming in the 1940s and 1950s a member o f  what was to be called 
“the Beat generation.” His first novel appeared in 1950, but it was On the Road( 1957) that epitomized 
to the world the Beat philosophy.

T o m  P a r k e r , recipient or the Golden Voice award, records a remarkable variety o f  books while 
pursuing his love o f theater by directing two or three professional stage productions a year in the 
Washington, D .C ., area. . /  - ■ •
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