
Contents

Preface vii

Acknowledgements xi

1 Sex, society and the media 1

2 A brief socio-sexual history of the late twentieth century 9

3 ‘Let’s talk about sex, babee . . .  ’ sex and the public sphere 22

4 Sexual representation, from antiquity to the Internet:
history, definition, regulation 41

5 The harms pornography does: causes and effects 60

6 Consuming pornography: uses, gratifications and meanings 89

7 Pornography today 108

8 Art to porn to pop: the pornographication of the mainstream 137

9 Mediated sex: backlash or progress? 170

Bibliography 176
Index 189


