
^T1 his manual is the culmination of more than 
X 35 years of skeletal analysis, teaching foren­

sic anthropology and conducting skeletal re­
search at universities and museums in the U.S., 
Asia, Pacific, Africa, and Europe. While there are 
many illustrated human osteology and anatomy 
books available to students and professionals, 
there is none that approaches the topic of iden­
tifying and siding human bones quite like The 
Bone Book, with its large, annotated color pho­
tographs and easy-to-follow steps. Designed for 
use in either the lab or the field, the book covers 
the material from top to bottom—from cranium 
to metatarsals and phalanges—with the help of 

more than 400 vivid, full-color photographs, clearly annotated to highlight 
ey features. Complex bones, such as the cranium, are shown in multiple 

photos (including several “exploded” or disarticulated skulls, showing how 
the complex bones fit together). In addition to the photos, the book offers 
easy-to-follow instructions and mnemonic tips that guide the reader, step 
by step, through the process of identifying every individual bone and which 
side of the body it came from. The Bone Book can be used as a stand-alone 
reference or as a companion to other sources. Although most of the photos 
show adult bones, the book also includes helpful photos of subadult bones 
and even fetal bones, which some forensic cases involve. The Bone Book will 
contribute to filling a gap in identifying and siding bones more easily and, 
in that sense, add to the body of anthropological, anatomical, and medical 
literature. It will be useful to anthropology students, anatomists, surgeons 
medical examiners, and others working with the human skeleton.
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