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“Bookdown is hugely useful for long-form documents: books, course notes, theses/ 
dissertations...The book is quite nicely written: clear and concise.”

— Karl Broman, University of Wisconsin

“I would whole-heartedly recommend this book tor publication...The ability to render 
long documents in a variety of formats, with text intermingled with code, will only 
grow in importance in tuture years. This book and associated package are clearly a 
major step towards being able to achieve this.”

— Michael Grayling, University of Cambridge

“One huge advantage of bookdown is that you can have a current version of a book 
online as you develop it.”

— Brooke Anderson, Colorado State University

“I definitely recommend publication, and as quickly as possible...The R/bookdown/ 
knitr system is better than GitBook for scientific work with code and formulas, espe­
cially if combined with R Studio.”

—Jan de Leeuw, UCLA

bookdown: Authoring Books and Technical Documents with R Markdown pres­
ents a much easier way to write books and technical documents than LaTeX and 
Word. The bookdown package inherits the simplicity of syntax and flexibility for data 
analysis from R Markdown, and extends R Markdown for technical writing. Similar to 
LaTeX, bookdown can number and cross-reference figures, tables, equations, theo­
rems, citations, and references. Your document can even include live examples so 
readers can interact with them. The book can be rendered to multiple output formats, 
including LaTeX/PDF, HTML, EPUB, and Word, thus making it easy to put your docu­
ments online. The appearance of these output formats can be customized.

Bookdown is not only for books or R. Most features apply to journal papers, reports, 
dissertations, course handouts, and study notes. Other supported computing lan­
guages include Python, C, C++, SQL, Bash, Stan, and JavaScript, although R is 
best supported. This book itself is an example of publishing with bookdown and its 
source is available on GitHub.

Yihui Xie is a software engineer at RStudio and the author of several R packages. 
After publishing a few journal papers, a PhD thesis, and the book Dynamic Docu­
ments with R and knitr, his frustration with LaTeX eventually led to the creation of 
bookdown.
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