
“This is a wonderful brief guide to the uses of geography as a field of 
study at a time when it is all too necessary.”
JohnA gnew , UCLA
“In a world of increasing specialization, it is crucial to understand the 
connections between spaces, places, and nature, between war, cli­
mate change, and economic inequality. This must-read book provides 
a riposte to all those who criticize geography as a generalist subject.”
Linda McDowell, University of Oxford

Ever s in ce  h um ans sk e tch ed  prim itive m aps in th e  dirt, th e  quest to 
u n d e rs tan d  our su rro u n d in g s  has been  fun d am en ta l to  our survival. 
Studying geography  revealed  th a t  th e  e a r th  w as round, show ed our 
a n c e s to rs  w h e re  to  p lan t crops, and helped th em  ap p rec ia te  the 
diversity  of th e  p lane t.

Today, th e  w orld is changing  a t  an  u n p rec ed e n ted  pace, a s a  result 
of r is in g se a  levels, d e fo re s ta tio n , sp e c ie s  ex tinction , rapid urbaniza­
tion , and m ass  m igration . M odern tech n o lo g ies  have brought people 
from  a c ro ss  th e  g lobe into c o n ta c t  w ith  each  other, w ith enorm ous 
political and cu ltu ra l c o n se q u e n c e s . As a su b je c t concerned  with 
how people, en v iro n m en ts , and p lac es  a re  organized and in tercon­
n e c ted , geography  provides a c ritica l w indow  into w here  things 
happen , why th ey  happen  w here  th ey  do, and how geographical 
co n tex t in flu en ces env ironm enta l p ro c e ss e s  and hum an affairs. 
These p e rsp e c tiv e s  m ake th e  s tudy  of geography  m ore relevant than 
ever, y e t it rem a in s  little  u n d ers to o d .

In th is  e n g ro s s in g  book, A lexander B. M urphy explains why 
geography is so  im p o rtan t to  th e  c u rre n t  m om ent.
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