
Pr o l e g o m e n o n  ix 

1 T h e o r ia  3 

2 Physis

The Gift of the Night 29 
The Gift of the Word 47 

The Gift of the Moral Law 67

3 H um anitas

A Human’s Place in Nature 89 
Of Humans and Persons 110 

A Philosophy of Personalism 124

4 Skepsis

The Shadow of Doubt 133 
The Spell of the Demon 141 
The Vertigo of History 158

5 C r e d o

Nature’s God and Mine 179 
Being, Time, and Eternity 196 

The Days of Our Years 205

Po stsc r iptu m  220

Notes 225 
Bibliography 251 

Index of Names 263 
Index of Topics 267



'стел

Allport, Gordon, 240 n.29 
Anaximander, 9, 149 
Angyal, András, 153-55, 231 n. 11, 244 

n.21
Anselm of Canterbury, 187, 247 n.10
Arendt, Hannah, 207
Aristotle, xiii, 7, 9, 14, 15, 50, 68,

137, 200
Arnold, Matthew, 137, 242 n.6 
Augustine, Saint, 7, 59, 95, 125, 170, 

186, 205-7

Baia, Tomáš, 99, 101, 237 n. 10 
Benda, Václav, 102, 237 n .ll  
Bentham, Jeremy, 118 
Bergson, Henri, 18, 126, 167, 199,

207, 222, 227 n.7, 229 n.17, 236 
n.50

Bernstein, Eduard, 169 
Bertocci, Peter A., xv, 240 n.30 
Boas, G., 235 n.46 
Bowne, Borden Parker, xv, 80, 127, 

175, 235 n.44, 240 n.30, 241 n.32, 
241 n.33, 245 nn.34, 38 

Brightman, E. S., 127-28, 240 n.30,
241 nn.31, 34 

Buber, Martin, 210 
Bultman, Rudolf, 239 n.22 
Burckhardt, Jacob, 236 n.l

Camus, Albert, 4, 168 
Carr, David, 226 n.7, 244 n.23 
Carson, Rachel, 216 
Cassirer, Ernst, 20, 53, 57, 181, 228 

n.12, 229 n.23, 231 n.8, 232 nn.19, 
24, 233 n.26, 234 n.37, 246 n.6 

Gather, Willa, 238 n.16 
Cattell, Raymond B., 240 n.29, 242 

n.7

Christian, William, 235 n.47 
Collingwood, Robin G., 174, 180-81,

230 n.2, 245 nn.36, 1 
Commenius (Komenský, Jan Amos),

111, 125, 206, 239 n. 19, 248 n.24 
Comte, Auguste, 118-19 
Conrad, Joseph, 139, 242 n.8 
Czerny, Robert, 56

Democritus, 201
Derrida, Jacques, 48, 50, 222, 230 n.2,

231 n.12
Descartes, René, xii, xv, 43, 116, 125, 

186, 202
Dewey, John, 7, 18, 118-19, 200, 247 

n. 18
Dostoevsky, Feodor, 5 
Driesch, Hans, 7, 127, 229 n .l5

Eliot, X S., 207 
Erikson, Erik, 243 n.12

Fechner, Gustav, 129 
Ferré, Frederick, 128, 241 n.35, 247 

n. 13, 249 n.28 
Feuerbach, Ludwig, 163 
Fichte, J. G., 168 
Field, John, 23, 246 n.3 
Findlay, J. N., 231 n.4, 238 n.17 
Fodor, Jerry, 248 n.26 
Ford, Henry, 99, 101, 167 
Francis of Assisi, Saint, 103 
Frankl, Viktor, 170, 244 n.21, 245 n.31 
Freud, Sigmund, 72, 143-46, 151-56, 

185, 221, 235 n.43, 242 n .l l ,  243 
n.12, 244 n.22 

Fromm, Erich, 238 n.12 
Frost, Robert, 140, 181, 222, 230 

nn.25, 27, 246 n.3

263



Index of Names

Galileo (Galileo Galilei), 14-15, 116 
Gadamer, Hans-Georg, 222 
Goodman, Nelson, 53 
Gorgias, 48, 62 
Grajewski, Maurice, 233 n.27 
Gurwitsch, Aron, 245 n.33, 248 n.25

Hartmann, Heinz, 145 
Hartman, Nicolai, 230 n.3 
Hartshorne, Charles, 229 n.20, 244 

n.24
Havel, Václav, 216, 235 n.45, 249 n.31 
Havlíček, Karel, 214, 247 n .l l ,  249 

n.30
Hegel, G. W. E , 70, 96, 105, 112, 167, 

168
Heidbreder, Edna, 240 n.26 
Heidegger, Martin, 3, 4, 13, 18, 20,

24, 33, 50, 59, 72-73, 139, 164-66, 
171, 197-99, 225 nn.2, 3, 226 n .l, 
227 nn.4, 5, 228 n.12, 229 n.18, 230 
n .l, 231 n.7, 232 nn. 17, 20, 234 
nn.36, 37, 238 n.18, 243 n.18, 247 
nn. 16, 17

Heinemann, R, 235 n.46 
Hobbes, Thomas, 7, 41, 44 
Homer, 55, 121 
Hospers, John, 242 n .ll  
Hübner, Kurt, 229 n.23, 234 n.40 
Huizinga, Johan, 236 n.l 
Husserl, Edmund, xiii, xiv, 4, 18-24, 

35, 48-52, 66-69, 75, 105, 117, 139, 
165, 181, 186, 205-6, 222, 225 n.2, 
226 n.9, 227 nn.3, 8, 228 n .l l ,  229 
n.19, 230 nn.2, 3, 231 nn.10, 14,
232 nn. 16, 18, 23, 233 nn.28, 29,
233 n.31, 234 nn.36, 38, 39, 238 
nn. 14, 15, 239 n.20, 240 n.25, 241 
n.30, 243 n .l l ,  244 n.29, 245 nn.30, 
2, 246 n.3, 248 nn.21, 23

James, William, 152, 211, 213, 221,
244 nn.21, 29, 246 n.5 

Jamieson, Dale, 248 n.27 
Jaspers, Karl, 54, 66, 145, 175, 191, 

194, 226 n.8, 230 nn.2, 3, 231 n.14, 
232 n.25, 237 n.8, 245 n.37, 246 n.8, 
247 n. 13

Kant, Immanuel, xii, xiv, 35, 43, 50,
57, 70, 116, 117, 118, 127, 128, 175, 
183, 190, 202, 204, 209-14, 222, 226 
n .6 ,228 nn.11,12, 231 n.5, 234n.34, 
238 n.17, 239 nn.23, 24, 241 n.32, 
244 n.25

Kepler, Johannes, 116

Kierkegaard, Soren, 19 
King, Martin Luther, 127, 214 
Klánský, Mojmír, 238 n. 16 
Klein, Theodore, 231 n.10 
Knudsen, Albert B., 241 n.30 
Kohlberg, Lawrence, 112, 237 n.9, 239 

n.20
Köhler, Wolfgang, 154, 240 nn.25, 28, 

246 n.5
Koiakowski, Leszek, 238 n.13 
Komenský, Jan Amos. See 

Commenius
Krutch, Joseph Wood, 13, 83, 228 

n.13, 236 n.6 
Kultgen, John, 241 n.36

Laertius, Diogenes, 184 
Lavely, John, 241 n.30 
Ledere, Ivor, 244 n.24 
Leisegang, H., 235 n.46 
Lewis, C. S., 228 n.13 
Lochman, Jan Milic, 81, 235 n.43 
Locke, John, 106
Lorenzer, Alfred, 145, 242 n .l l ,  243 

n.16
Lotze, Hermann, 127 
Lovejoy, A. O., 235 n.46

McDougall, William, 240 n.29 
Machovec, Milan, 225 
Maddi, Salvatore R., 243 n.20 
Mannheim, Karl, 244 n.26 
Marcel, Gabriel, 237 n.8, 238 n.12 
Marx, Karl, 13-14, 20-21, 26, 100,

145, 163, 167, 173-75, 185, 237 n.10 
Masaryk, T. G., xiv, 21, 111, 136, 229 

n.24, 239 n.19, 240 n.30, 242 nn.3, 
10, 247 n.14, 249 n.30 

Maslow, Abraham, 244 n.26 
Melville, Herman, 51 
Merleau-Ponty, Maurice, 238 n.15, 239 

n.20
Mill, John Stuart, 112, 118—19 
Moss, Cynthia, 249 n.29 
Mounier, Emanuel, 241 n.30

Niebuhr, Reinhold, 175 
Nietzsche, Friedrich, 5, 21, 50, 134, 

137, 164, 170, 226 n.5

Occam, William of, 7 
Otto, Rudolf, 246 n.7

Palacký, František, 247 n.14 
Parmenides, 12, 136

264



Index of Names

Patočka, Jan, xiv, 19-22, 102, 111,
164, 225 n.2, 226 n.5, 229 n.22 

Paul, Saint, 105, 134, 151, 167, 236 n.6 
Pekař, Josef, 247 n.14 
Pelagius, 187, 188
Plato, xiii, 9, 10, 15, 68, 136, 137, 159, 

172, 228 n .ll
Popper, Sir Karl, 244 n.26 
Protagoras, 111 
Proust, Marcel, 16, 222

Quine, Willard V. О., 33, 228 n.10,
242 n.4

Rádi, Emanuel, xiv, 13-20, 71, 118,
127, 139, 222, 225 n.2, 226 nn.4, 6, 
228 n.14, 229 n.15, 233 n.33, 236 
n.3, 238 n.17, 239 n.23, 241 n.30,
242 n.10, 245 n.35, 246 n.7, 249 
n.31

Rais, Karel, 238 n.16 
Rasputin, Konstantin, 107, 238 n.16 
Rawls, John, 239 n.20 
Reinfeld, Barbara, 249 n.30 
Richardson, William J., 227 nn. 4, 5 
Ricoeur, Paul, xiv, 37, 48, 56, 66, 69, 

126, 143, 145, 225 n.2, 231 nn.9, 12, 
13, 232 nn.19, 21, 23, 25, 28, 30,
239 n.20, 240 n.29, 241 n .l, 242 
n .l l ,  243 nn. 12, 15, 19, 244 n.22 

Rieff, Phillip, 226 n.4 
Rorty, Richard, 50, 226 n.7, 230 n.2, 

245 n.37
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 42, 233 n.29
Ruskin, John, 164
Ryan, Doctor Samuel, 121

Sacher-Masoch, Ritter von, 41 
Sade, Marquis de, 41 
Salisbury, David, 248 n.27 
Sartre, Jean-Paul, 4, 73, 76-77, 83, 93, 

171, 227 nn.6, 7, 229 n.18, 235 n.41, 
236 n.5

Saussure, Ferdinand de, 232 n.21 
Scheler, Max, 4, 18-19, 83, 117, 227 

n.3, 229 n.15, 234 nn.33, 34, 235 
nn.41, 42, 48, 238 n.17, 239 n.23, 
241 n.30, 246 n.6 

Schräg, Calvin, xiii, 226 n.7 
Schrödinger, Erwin, 7, 12, 49, 81, 228 

n.9, 232 n.15

Scotus, Johannes Duns, 58, 233 n.27, 
241 n.2

Seneca, 10, 114
Sherrington, Sir Charles, 83, 225 n.3, 

226 n.2, 227 n.6, 233 n.32, 236 
nn.49, 50

Šimsa, Jaroslav, 102, 237 n .ll 
Singer, Peter, 236 nn.l, 2, 4, 239 n.20, 

249 n.28
Skinner, B. E , 15, 201, 228 n.13, 229 

n.16, 246 n.19 
Socrates, xiii, 9, 10, 22 
Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr, 114 
Sophocles, 134, 159 
Stern, William, 213, 244 n.21

Talmadge, John, 241 n.36 
Teilhard de Chardin, Pierre, 18, 19, 76 

126, 167, 199, 229 n.17, 235 n.42, 
236 n.50 

Thaies, 184
Thomas Aquinas, Saint, 7, 9, 105, 171, 

187, 190, 245 n.32 
Thoreau, Henry David, 23, 24, 42,

140, 181, 209, 222, 230 nn.25, 27, 
245 n.3, 246 n.3

Tillich, Paul, 170, 183, 236 n.6, 239 
n.21, 245 n.31 

Titchener, E. B., 221 
Tolstoy, Count Lev, 23, 42 
Troeltch, Ernst, 244 n.26

Ueberweg, Friedrich, 228 n .ll  
Unamuno, Miguel, 44, 236 n.50

Van der Leeuw, Gerardhus, 246 n.7 
Vergil, 42, 119

Wagner, Robert O., 248 n.27 
Watson, J. B., 7, 92, 125, 201, 228 

n.13, 232 n.21, 240 n.26, 248 n.20 
Wertheimer, Max, 154 
Whitehead, Alfred North, 19, 83, 128, 

162, 185, 197, 206, 207, 235 n.47, 
244 n.24, 247 n.15, 248 n.24 

Whitman, Walt, 211 
Williams, William Carlos, 95, 236 n.7 
Windelband, Wilhelm, 10, 228 n .ll, 

239 n.21
Wittgenstein, Ludwig, xiii 
Wojtyla, Karol, 241 n.30 
Wundt, Wilhelm, 221

Schumacher, E. E , 229 n.25, 236 n.4, 
246 n.3

265



OCA

Alienation, of humans from nature: 
marked in recent thought, 3-5; yet 
counterintuitive, 5-8; and foreign to 
traditional thought, 8-13; result of 
substituting a mechanistic world- 
construct for experience of a living 
world, artifacts for nature, in role of 
reality, 13-18; reducing human to 
“prehistoric” cycle of production 
and consumption, 19-22; philosophy 
needs to bracket both constructs and 
artifacts, not as an “alternative life­
style” but to grasp again the moral 
sense of nature, 24-26; leading to a 
strategy of repersonalization, 211-18

Artifacts: obscure moral sense of, 
being themselves sense-less, xi-xii; 
yet can become context of belong­
ing, 101-9; raised by humans from 
temporality to eternity, 101-3, 209­
11; things need to be loved, 108

Being: as experience, is not convertible 
with nothing, 56-62; thus there is a 
rightness of being, ah initio, 72-73, 
79; its proportionality making meta­
phoric discourse possible, 50; being 
is not time but the product of the 
intersection of eternity and time, 
196-203

Bracketing: needs to be one not only 
of constructs but of the artifacts 
which embody them, 22—24; to un­
cover the moral sense of life, 24-26; 
darkness, solitude, pain function as 
brackets, 34-36; enabling discourse 
to reach past individual entities to 
their sense, 54-64; crucial since the 
task of philosophic discourse is not

to describe particulars but to evoke 
their meaning, 64-66, 200-205

Darkness: in nature, night comes 
softly, not as an enemy, 29-32; its 
coming is the time of philosophy, 
between the techně of daylight and 
the poiěsis of dreams, 32-34; the task 
of personalist inversion is to make 
peace with darkness, as also a place 
of our dwelling, 145-47

Eternity: is not an extension of time 
but absolute value intersecting time, 
17-19, 82-85, 101-8, 196-205; is the 
meaning of time, 174; humans define 
their humanity as bearers of the eter­
nal, 101-3; fulfill their lives in recog­
nizing the eternal in time, 218

Fall, the: as conception, rooted in the 
experience of imperfection, 135—37; 
can be conceived as radical, leading 
to despair, or as merely episodic, 
leading to facile optimism, 135-38; a 
personalist conception must recog­
nize the reality of the fall, but, with 
it, the reality of grace, 138-40

God: awareness of God’s presence, a 
generic human trait, is obscured 
amid artifacts, 179-84; leading to 
conception of God as “supernatural” 
and irrelevant, 8-11; in nature, on­
tological argument articulates the 
primordial sense of God’s presence, 
184-88; cosmological and teleologi­
cal arguments articulate its rightness, 
188-91; while worship acts it out in
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the world, at cost of imperfection, 
191-84; in radical brackets, world 
presents itself as Lebenswelt Gottesy 
202-5

Having: is a human way of being in 
the world, 103-6; capable of justifi­
cation as belonging, kinship, stew­
ardship, 107-9; viciously 
dehumanizing as domination and 
greed for possession, 106-7; waste is 
immoral, as contempt for precious 
gift, 91—93, 107-9; consumerism as 
subhuman mode, locked in greed 
and gratification (Patočka), 19-22

Hidden, the: casts doubt on the veridi- 
cality of our knowledge and moral­
ity of our acts, 141-43; Freudian 
Unconscious may be weak as theory, 
143-45; but powerful as evocation 
of bondage of passion, 145-47; per­
sonalist inversion: treating the hid­
den as depth of Person, not alien, 
147-50; compulsion not as bondage 
but as a Person’s desperate strategy, 
150-53; leading to conception of pa­
thology as human act, 154-57

History and Historicism: history, as 
fate, casts doubt on value of moral 
effort, 158-62; yet offers sense of 
relative meaning amid the nihilism of 
loss of absolute meaning, 99-101, 
162-64; historicism seizes upon it, 
conflating line of valuation with line 
of temporal progression, 162-66; yet 
if history were to save, the present 
would become a perennial “not yet,” 
hope a mockery, 167-71; in Chris­
tian perspective, the two lines inter­
sect, not coincide, 166-67; 
personalist inversion denies the claim 
that history generates value: history 
is morally significant as the locus of 
value, not its source, 171—75

Humanism: the link of humanism and 
culture, 20-21, 90-91; lies in the 
ideal of humanitas: the human as 
guided by ideal stimuli, not trapped 
in lock-step of greed and gratifica­
tion, 110-11; that idea present in 
Rome, Christianity, Renaissance, 
111-16; can be defined using Kant­
ian clues, 116-19; its limitation is 
that humans are not only moral sub­
jects but Persons, actual in meaning­
ful relations to a world, 119-23;

which may not be “human” but can 
be recognized as personal—hence 
need for personalism, 124-30

Justification: as humans see themselves 
in a moral perspective, they sense a 
need to justify their presence—and 
the awareness of having been justi­
fied, 91—95, 138—40; humans receive 
justification in the order of being, as 
being is good, 95-97; of utility, as 
their works can be good, 97-101; 
and eternity, as through them eter­
nity can enter time, time rise to eter­
nity, 101-3; humans are justified as 
the locus of the ingression of the 
good, the true, the beautiful into the 
order of time, 200-202

Meaning (also sense): relative meaning 
within history, absolute meaning in 
eternal reference, 19-22, 25; mean­
ingful being as primary, not consti­
tuted by discourse, 48-50, 72-76; 
discourse evokes it, 50-54; the expe­
rience of meaning is not “mystical,” 
62-64; philosophic discourse not de­
notation but evocation by metaphor, 
64-66; since reality is not concrete 
particulars but their sense, 67-70; 
actual existents are a metaphor of 
meaning, 54-60

Moral law: may seem arbitrary amid 
artifacts, 72-74; but stands out in 
brackets as articulating the moral 
sense of reality, 74-76; a rightness 
expressed in, e.g., the Ten Com­
mandments, 78-80; marking ingres­
sion of eternity in time, 80-85; and 
raising the question of the justifica­
tion of human presence, 89—93

Nature: as the metaphor of meaning, 
passim but esp. 56-58, 60-62; in 
contrast with meaninglessness of ar­
tifacts, xi—xii, 29-34; awareness of 
moral sense of nature makes it a 
place of dwelling, 68, 70-72; gives it 
its healing power, 40-46; condition 
is the personalist recognition of the 
intrinsic dignity of all nature, as a 
society of persons, 128-29; and as 
the Lebenswelt Gottes, 181-91, 202­
5
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Pain: the duty to alleviate pain is abso­
lute, 40—42; but as nature becomes 
kin, it shares, diffuses pain, 42-44; 
transforming it into a gift that 
teaches compassion, empathy, 44—46

Personalism: a conception of reality as 
“personal,” i.e., “person-like,” pri­
mordially meaningful and morally 
ordered, 124-28; Person, not matter 
in motion, as the basic metaphor, 
129-30, 209-11; American personal­
ism first defined personhood in 
terms of personality traits, 127-28; 
more basic definition may be in 
terms of the intrinsic dignity of all 
beings, 128—29; the personalist in­
version treats interpersonal cate­
gories as ontologically as well as 
morally fundamental, physicalist and 
vitalist categories as special case the­
ories merely, 129-30; is a turn not 
“inward” to mere subjectivity but to 
moral sense rather than particular in­
stance as definitive of reality, 205-9; 
calling for a strategy of repersonali­
zation, 209-15

Persons: as beings marked by a moral 
dimension of their being, 17—19; 
dwelling at the intersection of time 
and eternity, 70-72, 82-85; person­
alism regards all beings as “persons,” 
world as “society of persons” in rec­
ognition of the intrinsic dignity and 
respect due all creation, 128—29; thus 
it is not a panpsychism but a pan- 
moralism, 129-30; humans as per­
sons are capax veritatis, 134; the idea 
of Person, i.e., being whose being is 
meaningful and moral, not mechani­
cal and vital, can also function as a 
metaphysical category and metaphor: 
the primary category, 209—11 ; Per­
son is irreducible to personality as a 
porcupine is irreducible to protein 
molecules, 198-203

Philosophy: though it must also ana­
lyze and construct, its first task is 
seeing past discrete fact to the sense 
of reality, xiii—xv ; thus it needs to 
bracket constructs and artifacts, 22­
24, 34, 42; as illustrated in relation 
of living sense of time and clock 
time, 15—17, 76-78; since its object

is sense rather than its instantiations, 
its discourse does not denote but 
evokes, 54-56; since the instance is a 
metaphor of the sense, 54—56; in 
that sense it can be considered “ rec­
ollection,” 159; contingent on the 
courage of a second naiveté, xiii, 
129-30

Revolution of hearts and minds: since 
it regards sense as prior to instance, 
personalism needs a strategy of per­
sonalization, 211-14; “success” 
would mean not “ seizing power” 
but transforming sense, placing in­
stances under the perspective of eter­
nity, 214-18

Skepsis: the hermeneutic of suspicion, 
born of treating words as “captur­
ing” truth rather than evoking it— 
and so failing, 50-54; as in the re­
ductio ad absurdum of phenomenal­
ism in the philosophy of science, but 
born also of the fear of deception by 
passion and distortion by fate, 133­
35; and sustained by theory, 56-60; 
to be countered by lived experience, 
60-66; whose moral sense philoso­
phy grasps in brackets, xii-xiii, 29­
46

Time: is not Being, nor vice versa, 
196-98; rather is the locus which 
eternal value renders meaningful, 
101-3; while time renders value ac­
tual, 82—85, 191—94; temporality of­
fers a relative rightness in its 
rhythm, 99-101; lost when it is ob­
scured by time construct, 15-17, 
76-78

Word: arbitrary amid artifacts, 47-48; 
appropriate in meaningful world, 
49-50; means by evoking, not de­
noting, 50-54, 64-66; as metaphor, 
54-56; since “fact” is metaphor of 
sense, 56-62; reduced to contextual 
meaning in the collective monad of a 
community of discourse, 35-36, 48, 
205-8; breaks out of it in evoking 
the real within the actual, 52-54
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