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Alienation, of humans from nature:

marked in recent thought, 3-5; yet
counterintuitive, 5-8; and foreign to
traditional thought, 8-13; result of
substituting a mechanistic world-
construct for experience of a living
world, artifacts for nature, in role of
reality, 13-18; reducing human to
“prehistoric” cycle of production
and consumption, 19-22; philosophy
needs to bracket both constructs and
artifacts, not as an “alternative life-
style” but to grasp again the moral
sense of nature, 24-26; leading to a
strategy of repersonalization, 211-18
Artifacts: obscure moral sense of,
being themselves sense-less, Xi-xii;
yet can become context of belong-
ing, 101-9; raised by humans from
temporality to eternity, 101-3, 209-
11; things need to be loved, 108

Being: as experience, is not convertible
with nothing, 56-62; thus there is a
rightness of being, ah initio, 72-73,
79; its proportionality making meta-
phoric discourse possible, 50; being
is not time but the product of the
intersection of eternity and time,
196-203

Bracketing: needs to be one not only
of constructs but of the artifacts
which embody them, 22—24; to un-
cover the moral sense of life, 24-26;
darkness, solitude, pain function as
brackets, 34-36; enabling discourse
to reach past individual entities to
their sense, 54-64; crucial since the
task of philosophic discourse is not
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to describe particulars but to evoke
their meaning, 64-66, 200-205

Darkness: in nature, night comes

softly, not as an enemy, 29-32; its
coming is the time of philosophy,
between the techné of daylight and
the poiésis of dreams, 32-34; the task
of personalist inversion is to make
peace with darkness, as also a place
of our dwelling, 145-47

Eternity: is not an extension of time

but absolute value intersecting time,
17-19, 82-85, 101-8, 196-205; is the
meaning of time, 174; humans define
their humanity as bearers of the eter-
nal, 101-3; fulfill their lives in recog-
nizing the eternal in time, 218

Fall, the: as conception, rooted in the

experience of imperfection, 135-37;
can be conceived as radical, leading
to despair, or as merely episodic,
leading to facile optimism, 135-38; a
personalist conception must recog-
nize the reality of the fall, but, with
it, the reality of grace, 138-40

God: awareness of God’s presence, a

generic human trait, is obscured
amid artifacts, 179-84; leading to
conception of God as “supernatural”
and irrelevant, 8-11; in nature, on-
tological argument articulates the
primordial sense of God’s presence,
184-88; cosmological and teleologi-
cal arguments articulate its rightness,
188-91; while worship acts it out in
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the world, at cost of imperfection,
191-84; in radical brackets, world

presents itself as Lebenswelt Gottesy

202-5

Having: is a human way of being in
the world, 103-6; capable of justifi-
cation as belonging, kinship, stew-
ardship, 107-9; viciously
dehumanizing as domination and

greed for possession, 106-7; waste is

immoral, as contempt for precious
gift, 91-93, 107-9; consumerism as
subhuman mode, locked in greed
and gratification (Patocka), 19-22

Hidden, the: casts doubt on the veridi-

cality of our knowledge and moral-
ity of our acts, 141-43; Freudian

Unconscious may be weak as theory,

143-45; but powerful as evocation
of bondage of passion, 145-47; per-
sonalist inversion: treating the hid-
den as depth of Person, not alien,
147-50; compulsion not as bondage
but as a Person’s desperate strategy,

150-53; leading to conception of pa-

thology as human act, 154-57
History and Historicism: history, as

fate, casts doubt on value of moral

effort, 158-62; yet offers sense of

relative meaning amid the nihilism of

loss of absolute meaning, 99-101,
162-64; historicism seizes upon it,
conflating line of valuation with line

of temporal progression, 162-66; yet

if history were to save, the present

would become a perennial “not yet,”

hope a mockery, 167-71; in Chris-
tian perspective, the two lines inter-
sect, not coincide, 166-67;

personalist inversion denies the claim

that history generates value: history
is morally significant as the locus of
value, not its source, 171—5
Humanism: the link of humanism and
culture, 20-21, 90-91; lies in the
ideal of humanitas: the human as
guided by ideal stimuli, not trapped
in lock-step of greed and gratifica-
tion, 110-11; that idea present in
Rome, Christianity, Renaissance,
111-16; can be defined using Kant-
ian clues, 116-19; its limitation is

that humans are not only moral sub-
jects but Persons, actual in meaning-

ful relations to a world, 119-23;

which may not be “human” but can
be recognized as personal—hence
need for personalism, 124-30

Justification: as humans see themselves

in a moral perspective, they sense a
need to justify their presence—and
the awareness of having been justi-
fied, 91-95, 138—40; humans receive
justification in the order of being, as
being is good, 95-97; of utility, as
their works can be good, 97-101;
and eternity, as through them eter-
nity can enter time, time rise to eter-
nity, 101-3; humans are justified as
the locus of the ingression of the
good, the true, the beautiful into the
order of time, 200-202

Meaning (also sense): relative meaning

within history, absolute meaning in
eternal reference, 19-22, 25; mean-
ingful being as primary, not consti-
tuted by discourse, 48-50, 72-76;
discourse evokes it, 50-54; the expe-
rience of meaning is not “mystical,”
62-64; philosophic discourse not de-
notation but evocation by metaphor,
64-66; since reality is not concrete
particulars but their sense, 67-70;
actual existents are a metaphor of
meaning, 54-60

Moral law: may seem arbitrary amid

artifacts, 72-74; but stands out in
brackets as articulating the moral
sense of reality, 74-76; a rightness
expressed in, e.g., the Ten Com-
mandments, 78-80; marking ingres-
sion of eternity in time, 80-85; and
raising the question of the justifica-
tion of human presence, 89-93

Nature: as the metaphor of meaning,

passim but esp. 56-58, 60-62; in
contrast with meaninglessness of ar-
tifacts, xi—xii, 29-34; awareness of
moral sense of nature makes it a
place of dwelling, 68, 70-72; gives it
its healing power, 40-46; condition
is the personalist recognition of the
intrinsic dignity of all nature, as a
society of persons, 128-29; and as
the Lebenswelt Gottes, 181-91, 202-
5
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Pain: the duty to alleviate pain is abso-
lute, 40—42; but as nature becomes
kin, it shares, diffuses pain, 42-44;
transforming it into a gift that
teaches compassion, empathy, 44—46
Personalism: a conception of reality as
“personal,” i.e., “person-like,” pri-
mordially meaningful and morally
ordered, 124-28; Person, not matter
in motion, as the basic metaphor,
129-30, 209-11; American personal-
ism first defined personhood in
terms of personality traits, 127-28;
more basic definition may be in
terms of the intrinsic dignity of all
beings, 128-29; the personalist in-
version treats interpersonal cate-
gories as ontologically as well as
morally fundamental, physicalist and
vitalist categories as special case the-
ories merely, 129-30; is a turn not
“inward” to mere subjectivity but to
moral sense rather than particular in-
stance as definitive of reality, 205-9;
calling for a strategy of repersonali-
zation, 209-15

Persons: as beings marked by a moral
dimension of their being, 17—19;
dwelling at the intersection of time
and eternity, 70-72, 82-85; person-
alism regards all beings as “persons,”
world as “society of persons” in rec-
ognition of the intrinsic dignity and
respect due all creation, 128-29; thus
it is not a panpsychism but apan-
moralism, 129-30; humans as per-
sons are capax veritatis, 134; the idea
of Person, i.e., being whose being is
meaningful and moral, not mechani-
cal and vital, can also function as a
metaphysical category and metaphor:
the primary category, 209—11; Per-
son is irreducible to personality as a
porcupine is irreducible to protein
molecules, 198-203

Philosophy: though it must also ana-
lyze and construct, its first task is
seeing past discrete fact to the sense
of reality, xiii—xv; thus it needs to
bracket constructs and artifacts, 22-
24, 34, 42; as illustrated in relation
of living sense of time and clock
time, 1517, 76-78; since its object

is sense rather than its instantiations,
its discourse does not denote but
evokes, 54-56; since the instance is a
metaphor of the sense, 54-56; in
that sense it can be considered “rec-
ollection,” 159; contingent on the
courage of a second naiveté, xiii,
129-30

Revolution of hearts and minds: since
it regards sense as prior to instance,
personalism needs a strategy of per-
sonalization, 211-14; “success”
would mean not “seizing power”
but transforming sense, placing in-
stances under the perspective of eter-
nity, 214-18

Skepsis: the hermeneutic of suspicion,
born of treating words as “captur-
ing” truth rather than evoking it—
and so failing, 50-54; as in the re-
ductio ad absurdum of phenomenal-
ism in the philosophy of science, but
born also of the fear of deception by
passion and distortion by fate, 133-
35; and sustained by theory, 56-60;
to be countered by lived experience,
60-66; whose moral sense philoso-
phy grasps in brackets, xii-xiii, 29-
46

Time: is not Being, nor vice versa,
196-98; rather is the locus which
eternal value renders meaningful,
101-3; while time renders value ac-
tual, 82—85, 191-94; temporality of-
fers a relative rightness in its
rhythm, 99-101; lost when it is ob-
scured by time construct, 15-17,
76-78

Word: arbitrary amid artifacts, 47-48;
appropriate in meaningful world,
49-50; means by evoking, not de-
noting, 50-54, 64-66; as metaphor,
54-56; since “fact” is metaphor of
sense, 56-62; reduced to contextual
meaning in the collective monad of a
community of discourse, 35-36, 48,
205-8; breaks out of it in evoking
the real within the actual, 52-54
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