
When waves of ecological and social crises reach catastrophic heights, 
conventional thinking proves to be a broken bulwark. This collection 
of essays provides persuasive critiques and far-seeing vision. A book

to read, share and debate.

Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi

To demystify economic growth is the essential first step of the 
intellectual journey that must be undertaken in such paradoxical 

times, and we would be able to imagine alternatives only when this
first step is taken boldly.

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Grassroots economies of degrowth currently exist in different parts 
of India. To appreciate their economic, political and semiotic 

significance, and their direct linkages to the concept of degrowth, this
book will be a great primer.

Ecological Economist and Activist

This collection of provocative essays challenges the post-1991 
theology in India that rapid GDP growth must have over-riding

priority and is of paramount importance.

Former Union Minister, Member of Parliament

Orient BlackSwan

www.orientblackswan.com
ISBN 978 93 5287 393 7

9 789352 873937

Gerber and Raina: Post-Growth Thinking in India

http://www.orientblackswan.com


Contents

List of Tables, Figures and Images ix
List of Abbreviations xi
Foreword xv

Stephen A. Marglin

Publishers’ Acknowledgements xxi

Introduction 1
Julien-Francois Gerber and Rajeswari S. Raina

Part I
Why Growth is not the Answer

1. Growth Creates Poverty 33
Vandana Shiva

2. Beyond Productivism 54
Socialism, Waste, Obsolescence

Aditya Nigam

3. Energetics 76
The Energy Principles that Define Growth

Mansoor Khan

4. Energy and Sustainability 114
Why Green Capitalism is an Oxymoron

Sagar Dhara

Part II
Conceptual Concerns and Contexts

5. Degrowth and All That 147
Insights from Economic Analysis

Vinod Vyasulu



Contents

6. Technology, Growth, and Environmental Justice 164
SUKUMAR MURALIDHARAN

7. Developmental Context 185
People, State, and Contested Arenas

Ajay Dandekar

8. On Consumption and Violence 202
An Idea of India

Shiv Visvanathan

Part III
Elements of a Post-Growth Programme

9. GDP and its Discontents 225
A Note on Ideas of Economic Progress
and their Relevance for India 

Jayati Ghosh

10. Articulating Green Growth and Degrowth 243
Approaches, Practice, and Enabling Institutions

Kanchan Chopra

11. Radical Ecological Democracy 264
An Orchestration of Alternatives for a Post-Growth India

Ashish Kothari

12. Degrowth as Economy of Permanence 287
Rajni Bakshi

13. Universal Human Values for 302
a Post-Industrial Economy

Ganesh Prasad Bagaria and Rajul Asthana

14. Localisation 322
The Post-Growth Path to Genuine Prosperity

Helena Norberg-Hodge

Epilogue 344
Joan Martínez-Alier

Notes on the Editors and Contributors 351
Index 353

viii


